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GEORGE R. 

GEORGEyby the Grace of God, King oi'Grent 'Brltaht 
Fr<tnce and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, . &c. To all 
to whom thefe Piefents fl/ail come, Greeting. Whereas 
Our Trufty and Well beloved Bernard Lintot of our City 
•of London, ..Bookfeller, has •. humbly reprefented unto Us that 
. he IS now printing a Tranflation of the Iliad of Homer, from 
the Greek, in Six Volumes in Folio, by Alexander Pope, Gent. 
with large Notes upon each Book: And whereas the faid Ber- 
KardLjntot has informed Us that he has been at a great Ex- 
fence in carrying on the -(aid Work : and that the fole Right and 
Title of the Copy of the faid Work isveftedin the faid Bernard 
Lintot : Hevhas therefore humbly be^u^ht Us to grant hira 
our Royal Privilege and Licence for the fole Printing and Publifli- 
Jng thereof for the Term of fi>urteen Years. WE being gracioully 
pleafed to encourage fo ufeful a Work, are pleafed to condefcend 
to his Requefti and do therefore give and jprant unto the faid' 
,Bejinard Lintot our Royal Licence and Privilege for the (ble 
.printing and publlfhing the faid Six Volun-es of the Iliad of 
;Homer> tranflatcd by the faid Alexander Pope, for and during 
the Term of fourteen Years, to be computed from the Day of th€ 
■•Dare hereof? ftriftly chargingand prohibiting all Our Subjcfts with- 
in Our Kingdoms and Dominions to reprint or abridge the fame* 
cither in the like or any other Volume or Volumes whntfbever; 
or to imjrort, buy, vend, utter, ordiflribute any Copies of the fame* 
or any part thereof reprinted beyond the Seas, v itbin the faid 
Term of fourteen Ycurf^, without the Confent and Approbation of 
the faid Bernard Lintot, his Heirs, Executors and AfUgns, 
by Writing under his or their Hands and Seals firft had and ob- 
. rained, as they and every of them offending herein will anfwer 
the contrary <at their Perils, and fuch ether Penalties as by the 
Laws :ind Statutes of this Our Reahn may be irfliftcd: Whereof 
the Mafter, -Wardens and Company of Statloriers of Oit City of 
I.cn.ku, Commiffioners and otlicT Officers of Our Ci ftoms, and all 
other Our Offcers and MiniJlcrs wYom it may concern, are to 
take Notice, -thrt di:c C'bcdic nee be given ro Oi.r Pleafirrc herein 
fi'^nified. -Given at Orr Court at St. j{,in:es'z the fixth Day -of 
jC'«/> 1715". in the firfl Year of Our Rei^n. 

,Py HJG Mijslly's Command, 

James Sxanhopc 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The fourth battel continued, in which 
Neptune aflifts the Greeks : the ads 
of Idomeneus. 

NEptune, emcm^d fat the kfs <f tht Grecians» 
ufon feemg the fart'tficAtion fot^d by He6h>r, (ir/>«u 
^d tht€r*d the gate, mgr the Juitm cf tht Ajaxes) affunrn 
the fhape of Caldias, nnd infpins thofe heroes to ofpofe him .• 
Then in the form of one of the generals^ encourages the other 
Greeks who had retired to their vejfels. The Ajaxes firm 
their troops in a cl^/k phalanx, md put a flop to Hed^or and 
the Trojans. Several deeds <f vdour are perforn^d^ Me- 
jiones U^ing his Jpear in the encounter ^ repairs to feek awh' 
tbtt at the fent of Idomeneus : This occajions a cowvefj/k' 
tim between thofe two warriors, who return together to the 
htttoL Idomenais Jjjgnalizes his courage above the mfi i 
he kills Othryoneus, Afius, apd Alcathous : Deiphobus 
0»d MxiC3^ march againft him, and at length Idomeneus 
rakes, Menelaus vomids Helenus and kills Pifander. . The 
Trojans are repuL'd tn the left wing j Hc<flor Jlill keeps 
ins ground agasnfi the Ajaxes, till being gaWd by the Lo- 
Ct'xzxi fingers and arcloers, Polydamas adiifes to call a coun" 
til of war : Hedbor approves his advice, but goes firft to rally 
the Trojans j upbraids Paris, rejoins Polydamas, meete. 
Ajax again, and renews the attack. 

The eigh and twentieth day Jlill continues. The fcene 
M between the Qreciao wall and the fea-fljore. 
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HEN now the Thund'rer on thefia-beat 

coaft 
Hadfix'J great J/ftSw and his conqu'ring- 
hofti 



He left them to the fiitcs, in bloody fray 
To toil and ftni^Ic thro' the wdl-fboght day. 
fThcn tum'd to Ttr^m ftom the field of fight 
Tho& eyes, that fhed iniiiflerable light. 



v.f, "nanmn'inrhnciifremthtfild »/j!>*t.] One mlghe 

hacf W the 6rft reading of thij paflbge, that Ho«ir here tura'd 

aUe from the maia liew of his poinu in a vain oftentation of 

A 4 UuvM.^ 



X HOMERs ILIA1>. BookXIH. 

T6 wBere the MyJUns prove their martial force> 
And hardy Ttiracians tame the &vagehorfej 
And where the far-fam'd HiffemolgUin fh-ays, 
*^Renown*d for juftice and for length of days, 
Thi;icc happy race ! that, innocent of blood. 
From milk, innoxious, feek their fimple food.: 



letming, to amufe himfelf with a foreign and unneceflary defcrip^ 
tion of cIk manners and cufloms of thefe nations. But we (hall 
find, upon better confideration) that Jupiter's rurning alide his eyes 
"was neceflary to the conduft of the work, as it gives opportunity 
IQ Neptmte to afUft the Greeks, and thereby caules all the advenmret 
of chis book. Madam Dacier is ,too refining on this occafion i 
Tvhen (he would have it, that Jtfiter*s aaterting bis eyes, (ignifies 
liis- abandoning the Trojans ; in the fame manner, as the (cripture 
reprefeits the Ahnighty turnmi his face from thofe whom he de- 
leres. But at this rate Jupiter turning his eyes from the battel, 
muft ddm both the Trojam and the Greeks; and it is evident from 
the context* that Ji^iter intended nothing le(s than to let the Vr*- 
i^as fuflger. 

V. 5. Ani. where the far-fam^d Hippcmolgian J?r<fyx.] There i* 
Aiuch difpure amoog the Criricks, which are the proper nametv 
and which the epithers> in thefe ver(es. 5ome making tiynwl the 
epithet to twtmftoiiyoif others Iwmjuhyoi the epithet to ttyavoi ; and 
nMktt which by the common interpreters is thought only an epi* 
thct> is by Strabc and Ammianus Marcellimu made the proper name 
of a people. In this diverfity of opinions, I have chofen that 
which I thought would make the bed figure in poetry. It is a 
beautiful and moral imagination, to fuppoie that the long life of 
the Hiffemtlgians was an dSFefl of their fimple diet, and a reward 
of their jufiice : And that the Supreme being, di(pleas'd at the 
continued fcenes of human violence and diflenfion, as it were re- 
created his eyes in contempladng the fimplicity of thefe people. 

It is obfervahle that the (ame cuflom of living on roiUc is pre- 
ibiy'd CQ this day by Che Tarutrs, who inhabit the (ame country. 

Jove, 
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Jwi Cxs delightedi and avoids the fcene 

Of guilty 7>0fi of anns> and dying men: 
If No aid, lie deems, to dther hoft is gi^n, . 

Wldk his higli law fuipends the pow'rs of heaT*ii« 
Meantime the * Monarch of the watrj maia * ^ 

Ohfev^d the Thmid'xer, nor ohferv'd in vain< 

In Smmaihntdtty onra nyuntaln's hrow, 
iLoWhofe wav>iag woods o'erhung the deeps bebw. 

He late; and roood iiim caft his axure eyes, 

^¥faere iMs mi% tops confusedly riies 

Bckyw, fair tlm*s glittering ipires were ieen^ 

The crowded ihips, and iable ieas between. 
25 There, from the cryfh] chambers of the maii> 

Emerged, he iatej and moum'd his Jtffvts flain* 

At J9v% incens'd> with grief and fury ihmg. 

Prone dowa the rocky jdeep he ruih'd along \ 

Fierce 

T. 28. jitjcfve hums' d, ftUh grief and fitry fim^i 
Trmt dtwH the rocky fieep be r««/fc*4/.-— — ] 
UooLdeU Metu has play'd the Critick upon this pai&ge a littl* 
uoadviiedly. ** Niptunty %8 he, ii impatient to t&& the Greeks* 
" HemertiHh us that this God goes firft to leek his chariot in a 
" certain places next he arrives at another place nearer the camp ; 
** there he takes off his horfes> and then he locks them fall to fe- 
*' cure them at his renim. The detail of fb many particuhrities 
" no way iuits the majefiy of a Godi or the impatience in which 
*' he is defcribed." Another French writer makes anfwers that 
liowerer impatient Neptune is reprelented to be> none of the, Gods 
inrej £0 to the war withoot their armsi and Uie arms» chariot zxA 

A s horfirs 
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Fierce as he paft, the lofty* mountains nod, 

30 The forefts fliake ! earth trcmWed as he trod. 

And felt the footftcps of th' immortal God. 



*brfe8 of Neptme were zt-^/E^d. He makes bbt four fteps to get 
thither; foThat what M. de U Motte crils bdflg flow, is fwiftncfs 
ilfelf. The God puts on bis armS) mounts his chariot, and de- 
parts : nothing is more rapid than His courfe i he fiies over the 
"Waters; The vcrles of Homer in that place run fwifter than the 
O&d himfelf. It is fufficient to have ears, to perceive the rapidity 
of Nepttme's chariot in the very (bund of thofe three lines, each 
oB which is entirely composed of da^lyles, excepting diiat onelpon* 
«kc. which muft neceflarily terminate the verfe. 

Ki ^ iXflce'r IT/ JCVyUOCT ^ flCTCaXf ^f Xl|TI W- ftVT^ 

W 2.p.-**rrr** lofty mountains nod, 

Theforefis Jhake! earth trembled as he trod. 
And felt the foctfeps rf th* intmortal God."] 
Ijhnprius confeffes himfdf vonderfully ftruck with the fiiblimity 
of ithis pa/lage. That Critick, after having blam'd the defeats with . 
which Homer draws the manners of his Gods, adds, that he has " 
much better fucceeded in defcribing their figure and per fens. He 
owns that he often paints ^ God, fuch as he is> in all his.niajeiiy 
and grandeur, and without any mixture of mean and terrcflrJai 
HfAgos i.tjf. which he produces this paflage as a remarkable in- 
fKtiice, and ooe chat had challenged the admiration of all antiquity. . 

The book, of Pfahns afibrds us a defcription of the like fublime 
manner (^'imagery, which is parallel to this. O €?td, vu^cft t/jon 
*wttji fmrth befvre thy people, xchcfi thou didji march rhwu^h the tw'A 
dcmefs, the earth fi.wk, the heavens diofped at the prefente r/ Gt^f^ 
even Sinai itfelf was moved at the prejlme of Cod, ihe.Ood of Ifracl, 
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Trom Kftlm to realm thee ample ibrides lie took. 
And, at the fourth, the diftant MgA fhocA. 
Far in the bay iris fhinmg palace fbnds, 
3f Eternal frame! notrais'd by mortal hands: 

This having rcach'd, his brafs-hooPd ftccds he rcinr. 
Fleet as the winds, and deck'd with golden manes. 
Refulgent arms his mighty limbs infold. 
Immortal arms, of adamant and gold. 

V. 52. Thrtt mtfU flrides he rw*.] This is t very graad 

imaginauon, and equals, if not tranfcends, whut he has feign'd be- 
fore of the paflage of this (5od- We are tolJj that at four fleps he 
reached c/£g^, which (fuppofing it ipcanc of the town of that 
nwne in Etthxai which Uy the lughefc to Tkrace) is hardly lels than 
a degree at each ftep. One may, from a view of the map, imagine 
him flriding from promontory to promontory, his firft ftep on 
mount uithos, his fecond on P^iHency his third upon Fdiony and his 
fourth in Erthcea. Dacicr is not to be forgiven for omit ing thi« 
miraculous circumflancei which fb perfectly agrees with the mir- 
vellous air of the v/hole parage, and vlrhout which tlie fubrm'**:- 
image of Homer is not coii^pleat. 

V. 33. The d.'Jurat ^3£^:a. Jlxcl:"] Thcr2 were three places of 

this name which xv-erc nil facrcd to N^ptnne ; an illand in tlw 
v£geaTt fea, mentionvxl by NLufir^itifs, a town in rdvpcmjcfns, and 
another in Enban. Ilu-r.cr is fjpp ofoi in this paX'ge to fp^ak of 
tkelafl; but the queftion is put, why Ncitrue» who ftuod upon a 
lill in Samvt/.riicej iniicad of going on the left to Troyt turns tp 
the rights and rakes a way contrary to that which leads to the ar- 
my ? This di/HcLiky is ingeoloufiy Iclv'd by ihc old Scholitfli. 
wl;o iJiys, that Jnfite^r being now on mount 7/ir, with his ey<si 
tnrn'd towards Vjracc, 'Neptune could no: uke the dlivci v ay from 
S.in:v:hrtK€ to Tjoy without being difcover-d by him; ard there- 
fore f'.^tches this comp.ifs to conceal hiirXcIf. Et'p.ithins I3 con- 
tented to fuy, that the Poet made Kqtuuc ^o fo fa ucour, for ;!:« 
opporninlty of thole fine clefaiptioxis of the palace^ the chariot, 
4fri.the piiTige of this God." 

A 6 He 
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p He mounts the car> the golden (courge applies. 
He fits iuperior, and the chariot flies : 
His whirltng wheels the glafly iurface fweepj 
Th' enormous montes rolling o'er the deep. 
Gambol around him on the watry way ;. 

,^ And, heavy Whales in aukward meafures play i: 
The iea fubiidingipreads a ]evel plain. 
Exults, and owns the monarch of the main.; 
The parting waves before his couriers fly ; 
The wond'ring waters leave his, axle dry. 

fX> Dcqp in the liquid regions liies a cave; 
Between where Tjmed^ the iiirges lave. 
And locky Jmbms breaks the rolling wave: 
Theoe the great ruler, of the azure round 
Stop*d his fivift chariot, and his fbeds unbound, 

▼. 4^ TA* envrmms mmfiers rolling t^er the deep,"] This defcrip- 
iroo of Neptune riies upon us s his paf]^ by v^ter is yet more 
pomj^us than that by land. The God driving thro' the feas> the 
whales acknowledging him, and the waves jrejoicing and making 
•mzy for their monarchy are full of that marveJktu (b natural to the 
ipoa^oadon of our Author. 4^d I cannot but think the. veries of. 
IQriU in the ^fkh c^aad are fhort of his originaU. 

Ctermleo per f«mma levis vclat dfeutra smm : 
iSuBfidtatt nnd^t tHmiAtmqne pA axe twumti 
J^ermster dqnor aqnis : fngltrnt vafto mhere nimki; 
TjKm V4r$4 comtitm fades, immama. eete, &c 

]|ftncy StaUger himfelf was fenfible of this, by his pafling i&i 
a pili^ vhidK lay ibebvjttus to compvxfon* 

Fed. 



Y 



BookXUI. homers ILIAD, y 

f 5: Fed with ambrofial herbage from his hand,, 

And link'd their fetk)cks with a golden band,. 

Infrangibky immortal: There they flay. 

The fither of the £oods purfiies iiis way 1 

Wiiere, like a tempeft darkening hear^o around, 
60 Or fiery deluge that de¥Our< tiie gi^ound^ 

Th' impatient 2?i;^, in a gloomy throng,, 

Embattd'd roll'd, as BieHw ruih'd along. 

To the loud tumult and the barb'tous cry. 

The heav'ns re-echo, and the fliores reply s. 
65* They vow deftrudtion to the Grecian name. 

And, in their hopes, the fleets already flame. 
But Neftune, rifing from the feas profound. 

The God whoie earthquakes rock the fblid ground,. 

Now wears, a mortal form 5. like OUchfts ieen, 
^o Such his loud voice, and fiich his manly mien. 

His ihouts inccflant ev'ry Gretk mfyvtej 

But moil th* Aj0c$Si adding fire to fire. 
'Tis your5, O warriors,, all. our hopes to raifci 

Oh recollei^ your ancient worth and praife! 

*Tis yours to fave. us, if ybu ceafe to fear 5 
7^ Flight, more than fhameful, is dcfbiidlivc here,. 

On other works tho* aj-cy with fury fall. 

And pom her armies o*er our battcr'd.waU^ 

Thcrrl 

to ■ * 
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There, Gntet has ftrcngth : bat dris, this part e'er- 
thrown, 

<*OHer ftrength were vaitt^ I dread for you alone. 
Here HtBor r^cs like the force of fire. 
Vaunts of his Gods, and calls high Jtrut his fire. - 
If yet fbme heav'nly pow'r your hrcaft excite, 
Breathe in your hearts, and firing your. arp:is to fight, 

o^S' Greece yet may live, her threatned fleet raamtain. 
And He(ior*s force, and Jove's own aid, be vain. 

Then with his fceptre that the deep controuls, 
Hetouch'd the chiefs, and fteel'd their manly fouls 5 

V. 79. This fart o'erthrowny 

Her firen^th v^ere vain; I dread for you alone^ 
What addrels,and at the fame time, what ftrength is there in thefc 
^^ords ? Nepttme tells ±e two Ajaces, that he is only afraid for 
their poft, and that the Greeks will perifli by that gate, lince it is 
Heiior who aflauks it : at every other quarter, the Trojtms will be 
repuls'd. It may therefore be properly faid, that the jijacet only- 
are vanquilh'd, and that their defeat draws deflruftion upon all the 
Greeks. I don't think that any thing better could be invented to 
animate couragious Men, and makd them actcmpp even impuilibi- 
Ikies. Dacier. 

V. 83. If yet fome hean/nly fewer, fee] Here Nefttnuy conGder- 
ing how the Greeks were difc©urag'd by the knowledge that Ju- 
/>i>«r affifted Heffcr, infinuates, that not withflanding Hour's con- 
fidence in that afliftance, yet the power of fomc other God migh: 
countervail it on their partj wherein he alludes to his own aiding 
them, and feems not to d«ilbt his ability of contefting the point 
with Jox'e himft'lf. 'Tis with the fame confidence he afterwards 
^eaks to Iris> of "hirafclf and his power, when he refufes to fub- 
mit to the order of Jupiter in the fifteenth book. EMfiatkitts rer 
marks, what an incentive it muft be to the Ajaces, to hear thofe 
T.-ho could ft'4nd^ainil -Hi{kr equal'd? in thij oMique manner, to 
tbe Cods theajicivcs. 

4- Stiengtbii 
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Strength, not their own, the touch dinne imparts, 
90 Prompts their light limbs,an<I fwclls their daring hearti^. 
Then, as a falcon from the rocky height. 
Her quarry fcen, impetuous at the fight 
Forth-fpringing inftant, darts herfcif from high. 
Soots on the wing, and skims along the sky . 
Of Such, andfb fwift, the Pow'r of Ocean flew. 
The wide horizon (hut him from the view. 

Th' infpiring God, OUms* active fbn 
Percciv'd the firft, and thus to TjElamon. 
Some God, my friend, fbme God in human form 
[OoFavVing dcfcends, and wills to fbnd the florm. 
Not Calchas this, the venerable fcer i 
Short as he turn'd, I law the powV appear: 

V. 97. 21&' »»/fwBg God, Oileus* ailhe fin Pnceh'd tke 

firft.'] The rejioD has heen isk'd, why the lefler jfjax is the firft 

to perceive the ailifbncc of the God ? • And the ancient Iblptiofi 

of this queftion -^s very ingenious-: They faid that the greater 

uijaX) being flow of apprehenfipn* and naturaiiy valiancs could noc 

be fenfible fo (bon of this acceflion of ftrength as the other, who 

immediately perfceiv'd it, as not owing fo much to his natural 

courage. 

V. 102. Short as he tttnfdj I fan thtfow'r^ This opinion^ that 

the majdty of the Gods was fiich that they could not be in^n face 
to face by men, feems to have been generally received in mofl na- 
tions. Spondanus obferves> that it might be derived from facred 
truth, and founded uppn what God fays to Mofes in ExQdns, ch* 
33. v. 20, 23. Man JhaH not fee me and live : Than /halt fee my 
biLk partSi hut rry face thin fi.ait not behold, por the fiffcher parti- 
- culars of this notion amoncc th-: Heathens, lee the notes on lib. i. 
v, 2C»8. and on the jS v. >;!. 

I. marked 
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I mark'd his parting, and the fteps he trodj 

His owir bright Evidence reveals a God. 
lOf Ev'n now fbme energy divine I ihare. 

And feem to walk on wings, and tread in air ! 
With equal ardour {Jdamm returns) 

My foul is kindled, and my boibm burns i. 

New riiing fpirite all' my force alarm,, 
1 1€ Lift each impatient limb, and brace my arm. 

This ready arm, unthinking, ihakes the dart; 

The blood pours back, and fortifies rxi^ heart; 

Singly methinks, yon* tow'ring chief I meet>. 

And fbetch the dreadful HeBor at my feet. 
SI 5" Full of the God that urg*d their burning breai^ 

The heroes thus their mutual warmth exprefsfd;. 

Neftme mean while the routed Greeks infpir'd 5 ' 

Who breathlefs, pale, with length of labour tir'd. 

Pant in the ihips > while Troy to conquefl ca)ls» 
120 And iwarms- vidorious o'er their yielding walb: 

Trembling before th* impending florm they lie,. 

While tears of rage fland bunung in their eye. 

Greece funk they thought, and this their fatal houFi: 

But breathe new courage as they feel the gowY. 
225* 3!hv^^ and Lslms firfl his words excite 5 

Then ftem ^tnekm riles to the fighti 
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* 

Thoasj JDei^fyrusy in arms renowii'di 
And Merkn next, th' impulfive finy founds 
Laft Neflcr's ion the fame bold ardour takesi 
30 While thus the God the martial fire awakes. 
Oh lafting^ in&my, oh dire difgrace 
To chiefs of vig'r6us youth, and manly race! 
I trufted in the Gods> and you> to fee 
Brave Greece vi^torious^ and her navy iiree r 
135'Ah no " " th e glorious combat you diiclaim^ 
And one black day clouds all her former fame.. 
Heav'ns ! -wbsit a prodigy theie qres furvey,. 
Unfeen, unthought, till this amazing day! 



U^ 



^ '4 



y. 131. Thefiiecb rf Neptune to the Greeks.] Aftfrifytmte in- 
hit £ra-mcr dUboiirfe to the AjmitSi wbojtx, mtinnlnM 1 retreatii^ 
h^it had eooounged them to wlthflaod the attack of the Trtjans ; 
he now addreflei hknftlf'to thole, who havi^ fled out of the bat- 
td, and retired to diftfluftf^ had ^ven up, all for loft^ Thefe he 
endeavours to bring again to- the engagements, by one of the moft 
noUe and fpirited fpeeches in the whde niadi. He reprefents that 
their prelent miierable condition was not to be unputed to their 
i¥ant of power, but to their want of refblution to wichfbnd the 
eoemy, whom by experience they had often found unable to re- 
fift (hem. But what is particularly artful, while he is endeavour- 
ing to prevail upon them, is, that he does not attribute theirpre* 
icQt deje^on of mind to a cowardly ipirit, but to a refentmenc 
and indignation of their General's ufage of their favourite hero 
•^thilles^ With the fame fbftning art, he tells them, he fcorns' to 
fpcak thus to cowards, but h only concern'd for their misbehar 
viour as they are the bravefl of the army. He then exhorts them 
for their own lake to avoid deffarudion^ which would certainly be 
inevitable* if for a moment longer they de&y'd to oppo£b Co imr 
DiAeoc a danger. 
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Fly we at length from IJjpp's oft-conqaer^i bands? 

14^ And falls our £cet by fuch inglorioos hands ? 
K rout undiiciplin'd, a Ar^gliiig train; 
Not born to glories of the dufty plain ,* 
Like frighted fawns from hill to hill purfu'd, 
A prey to every fivage of the wood % 

145' Shall thefe, fo late who treniblcd at yoiff name, 
invade your camps, involve your (hips in flame? 
A change ib Aiamcful, fay what caufe has wrongh^?'~ 
The fbldiers ba&nefs or the general's faults 
Fools ! will yc perifli for your leader's vice Y^ 

^O The purchafe infamy, and life the price 1 
'Tis not your cauic, Achilles' injur*d fame : 
Another's k the aime> but yours the fliame. 
Grant that our chief o£fend thro* rage or luft^ 
Mu£t you be cowards, if your King's unjufl? 

lij^'Frevent this evil, and your country lave: 

Small thou^t retrieves the ipirits of the brave. 

Think, 

V. 141. jt fmt ntuGfdfiin'diScc,'] I traoOate this line> 

with allufion to the want of military difcipline among the 2<3tr- 
barianSf lb often hinted at in Homer. He is always oppofing to 
this, th^ exa£^ and regular difpofition of his Greekst anl accord- 
ingly a few lines after,, we are told that tlje Grecian phalanxes 
were fuch, that Mars or Msnerva could not have found a defe£l 
in them. 
?•-*//. frtvm this rvZ/jScc.T The verfc ia the original, 
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Think, and (iibdiie ! on dafhirds dead to fame 
I wafte BO anger, ibr tJicj fad no ifaame: 
But you, the pride, tie flow'r of all our hofl:, 

(ifoMy heart weeps blood to lee your glory loft ! 
Nor deem this day, this battel, all you lolc ; 

j A day more Hack, a fate more vile, enfues. 
Let each reflet, who prices ^me or breathy 
Qa codlcfs infamy, on inftant death. 

l(j^For ]o2 the faied time, th' appointed (horei 
Hark! the gates burft, the brazen barriers xoar ! 
Impetuous HbHw thunders at the wall j 
The hour, the ipot, to conquer, or to falL 
The(e words the Gncians fainting hearts inipirc»- 

^And liil'hing armies catch the godlike fire. 

'Ax^' crKKv/EMltt 9»2«ro»^ «itiret/ tm t/^f t %^}^Sf. 

■ny be capible of receiving another fenfe to this effe£t : " If it 
•« be y<Kir refentnient of A^amtmnwf% ufage of ufchiUes, that with- 
** holcU you from the battel, that evil \yi«.. the diflenfion of thofe 
^wo chi^s) may focn be remedy dy fi/r the minds of gwd men are e4f 
fy tabnfdamd comfos'd, I had once tranflated it, 

Their fiame JMfe with fpeed we fhaU redrefsj 
For fioble miftds are foon ccmpos'd to peace. 

But upon confidering the whole context more attentively, the other 
explanation (which is ihatjof Didjmns) appeared to me the more 
ttitural and unforc'dj and I have accordingly foUow'd it. 

Fix'd 
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Fix'd at his poft was each bold ^mc found. 

With wdl-rang'd iquadrons *ftrongly circled round : 

So dofe their order, fo dL^s'd their Fight, 

As Ptfjlfim' felf might view with fixt delight; 

Or 

V. 171. F;VdL^ Aif'/c^ vas each ^d Ajaix /wwrf, &c.] We 

aiull here take nodce of an old (lpry> which however groimdleft 

tiid idle it feems, is related by fUttkrdty Pl^ic/hstmt and otherf. 

** CamStir the fbn of jfmphidamss King ci.'EmlMUh. cdebradng 

'* with all folemnity the funeral of his father, proclaimed accord- 

*' ing to cuflom federal poblick game5> among which was the prize 

•* for Poetry. Hdmtr and Hejiad came to difpute for it. After 

•** they had produced feveral pieces on either &ie> in all whldi the 

" audieoce dedar'd iotHmcr-, pMudes^^hroilaKioE tfaedecealed> 

" who fate as one of the jiidges, order'd etch of die contending 

" JPoeti to recite that part ei his works whidi* he eBittm'd thfe 

** beft. He/?Mf repeated thofe lines which mike tbe bepnok^ of 

* hie fecond book> 

** Homer anfwer'd with the verfes which foltow here : But the 
" Prince preferrii^ the peaceful fubje^ of Hejkd to the martial 
•* one of Homert contrary t» the expefbtion of all, adjiidg'd the 
•* prixe to Hejtod. The Commentators upon diii occafion are very 
rhetorical and imivcrfally exdaim againfi (b crpng a piece of in- 
juftice : All the hardeft names which leam'mg can frimUh* are ve- 
ry liberally beflow'd upon poor Pameles, S^mdamu U mighty 
fmart, calls him Wdas, takes him by the ears and askf the dead 
Prince as many infulting queftions, as any of iiis' Audior's own 
Heroes could have done. D^ier with all gravity^ tdla us>- that po^ 
fbrity prov'd a more equitable judge than Pamdes. And if I had 
not told this tale in my turni I muft have incurred the cenlure of 
all the Schoolmafters in the nation. 

V. 173. Sc ciofe their erdevy &c.] When Homer retouches • the 
fame fubjefl, he has always the art to riie inliis ideas above whae 
he faid before. We (hall find an inHance of it in this place ; if 
wc comp9it this manner of coaunending the end diicipline of 

aa 
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fOr bad Ac God of war indin'd Us qws. 
The God oC 'war had own*d a juft fiirpriie. 
A cholen Pfaalanx, firm^ refblv'd as Fate, 
Defc^nding MiBor aind his battel wait. 
An iron fcene gkams dreadful o'er. the fields, 
^Armour in armour locked, and ihidds in (hields. 
Spears lean on fpears, on targets targets throng, 
Hdms ftuck to hehns, and man drove man along. 

in arn^y^-'with whit he had made ufe of on the fiune occafioo at 
the eod of the focsdi Hkd. There tt is £ud« that the xnoft ex* 
perieoc'd warrior could not have reprehended any thii^ had he 
heen led by PaUas thro* the battel -, but here he carries it farther, 
in affirming that PaUas and the God of War themfelves muft have 
admir'd this diipofition of the Grecian forces. Emftathius. 

V. 177. ui cbofenfbalanx, firm, &c.] H<imer in thefe lines has 
given us a deibiption of the andent PhaUmx, which coniiiled of 
ieveral ranks ef men dofdy ranged in this order. The firft line 
fiood with their ipears levell'd dire£Uy forward » the fecond rack 
beii^ ann^ with fpears two cubits longer, levell'd them likewile 
forward diro* the interflices of the firft s and the third in the 
&me manner hdd forth their ipears yet longer, thro* the two 
former rankii fo that the points of the fpears of three ranks ter- 
minated in one line. All the other ranks ftood with their ipears 
ended, in readinefs to advance, and fill the vacant pbces of fuch 
as fell. This is the account Emfiathitu gives of the Phalanx, which 
•he ohierves was only fit for a body of men aftingon the dcfenfive, 
bat impniper for the attack : And accordingly Hmur here only de- 
icribet the Gneks ordering their battd in this manner, when they 
iiad no odier view but to ifamd their ground againfi the furious ai^ 
Ault of the 7V»/40w. The £une Commentator ohierves from Her- 
mofytm» an andent writer of TaOkkSi that this manner of order- 
ing the Phalanx wal afterwards introduc'd among the Sfortam l^y 
LycMTgMi among the Ar^ves by LyfoHder, among the TMans by 
Jl^^mmUh aad among the JdaccdsiAms by ChsHdiimu, 



i« HQMEKi rLIAD. Book XDX 

The floating plames unnumber'd wave al»ve^ 
As when an'Carthquake ftirs the nodding grove; 
185' And IcvcU'd at the skies with pointing .rays. 
Their brandilh'd knees at each motion Uaae. 

Thus breathing death, in tenriWe Mxay, 
The clofc-compadled legions ,urg*d their wajr: 
fierce they droye 00, impatient to dcftroy-j 
^^Troy charged the fir ft, and Ht^or firft of Troy, 
As from fbme mountain's craggy forehead torn, 
' A rock's round fragment flics* with ^^j born, 

(Whick 



T. 191. As fnm fame numnUujis. craggy fwthiad Ufrth &c.] This 
is one of the nohled (uxule's in all Homer, and the moSt ju/Uy coc- 
sefponding in its circumAancts. to the ching defer Ibed. The furi* 
ous defcenc of HeSmr from the wail reprefented by a flone that flies 
from the top of a rock^ the hero piuVd on by the iuperior force 
of JngittTy as the lione driven by a. torrent j'the ruins of the wai 
bailing after him>. all things yielding, befoce ium> the damour and 
tumult around him, all imag'd in the violent bounding and leap- 
ing of the ^bne, the crackling of the woods, the fhockj the nol^ 
the rapidity, the irrefidibility, and the augmentation of force in its 
progrefs. All tbefe points of likencfs make but the fiifl part of 
this udmlrable funile. Then the Hidden flop fA die Axme- wiien it 
comes to the plain, as o£ lUSor at die phalanx of die j^mu (al* 
luding alfo to the natural (iaiation of di9 groQnd9 He&or ruihing 
down the declivity of the (hore? and being fiogp'd on die level Si 
rhe fea.) And hiHyy the immobility of both, when lb ftopp'd, th» 

' enemy being as unable to move him back, as l)e to get forward-: 
This laft branch of the compurfTon is the happieft in the world, 
and tlio* not hitherto oblbv'd, is what metbinks makes the prin- 

><!pal beauty and force of it. The fimile is copied by Vtriily u£n.i 2. 
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(Which horn the ffaihborn ftone a torrent rends) 
Precipitate the pondrous mafs defcends : 
f9f From fleep to deep the rolling ruin bounds y 
ht ev'jy fhock the crackling wood refbundc-j 

^< 'veimli mmlis faxnm de vertice prjecifs, 
Ckm rmt mmlfum tftntot feu tttrlndns imber 
Prolmt, ami atuus fohit ftiblapfa xctttjias: 
Fertur im atrnftnm mafm mms hnprobus tUfm 
JExmitatqme fiio ; ^Ivasi armentat virof^tte 
Involvens fecton. Disjeffa per a^mlna Twmms 
Sic Mrbu rmt ad mm n s 

.And Tajj9 bm iffin copied it boaa Vxrfflia his 18^^ booki 

gffrf/ ^4m fjffi tal A#r, chi • Lt vecckiixxa * 

Solve da mn imnte, 0- fvelle ira dc 'venti 
Rniemofa dirtifa^ e porta, e fpexza 
Le fefve^ e con le cafe anco gU armenti 
. Tat gin trahea de la fublime altesma 
Uhorrtbil trove jb merfh e orme^^eM atfi 
Die ig txtre a Qtul mato wte^ dtto aoUi i 
Tremor le mrnot e riTnhmboro i colli. 

It IS bur jufiice to Nomer to take notice how infinitely inferior 
both thcfe (iiniles scv t» thar originaL They have taken die 
image without the UkeneCs, and loft thore corrcfponding clrcum- 
fhmces which raife the Juilnefs and fublimit)' of Homer's. In F/r- 
//7 it is only the vicdence of TamM in which the whole applica- 
tion confifts ; And in T/Jfo it has no farther ailufion than to the tall 
of a cower in gerieral. 

There is yet another beauty in the numbers of this part. As 
the verles tbemfelves make us fee, the found of them makes us 
hear, what tlicy rcpreftnci in the noble roughnefs, rapidity, and fo- 
norous cidence th;icdiiti:v.U"'hes them. 

'K|tr, ctrmtrm op^pm igwPt^ tx/i^U mityUr &c. 

The trannation, however f.iort it fills of thefe beautie?, mayferve 

■to iliew the reader, that iliere was at leafl an endeavour to imitate 

'^^ StiU 
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Still gatfa'ring force, it iinoaks >* and^ urgfd amain, 
^. Whirls, leaps, and thunders down, iropetuoos to the 
plain: 
There ftops^— So JUBor. Their whole force he prov^, 
2CXD Refiftiefs when he rag'd, and when he flopt, unmov'd* 
On him the war is bent, the darts ikre (faed* 
And all their laulchions waire around his head : 
Repuls'd he Aands, nor &om 10!^ ftand retires s 
But with repeated (bouts his army fires. 
2,o^1Vcjms^ be firm> this arm ihsQl make your w^ 
Thro' yon' fquare body, and that black array : 
Stand, and my fpear ihall rout their fcatt'ring pow'r. 
Strong as they fcem, cmbattel'd like a tow-r. 
For he that^iww's heav'nly bo£bm warms, 
' 210 The firfl of Gods, this day infpires our arms. 
He iiud, and rou^'d the foul in ev'ry breafl ^ 
Urg^d with defire of fame, beyond the reft. 
Forth march'd l>fi]Mim\ but marching, held 
Before his wary ileps, his ample fbield. 
21 5* Bold Idxrm aim'd a (broke (nor aim'd it wide} 
The^litt'ring jav'lin piadd the tough buU-hide: 
But pierdd not thro' : Unfaithful to his hand. 
The point broke ihort» and ^kled in the fand 



The 
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The Trojm ^HtsmoHi txmch'd with tindy fear , 

^loOn the raised orb to diiii^ce here the ipear : 
The Grnk cetreadflig inoum'd his fruftrate Mawi 
And cursM the treach'rous hmce that (ptr'd a iaty 
Then to- ths (hips ¥rith iurly ^peed he wenty 
To feek a iiirer jav'lia ia his tent* 

22f Mean while with f ifiag fage the battel glow5» 
The tumult thickens, aad the clamour g^ows. 
By Ttucn^s. arm the warlike Jmbrim bleeds. 
The fbntof 'Mf»^, rich in gen'rous fteeds* 
E'er yet to Urtf the ions of Greict were led, 

^^oln fiur FeddM^ rerdant paftures bred. 

The youth had dwelt j remote from war's alarms» 
And Uefs'd in br^ht Midefia^e^s arms : 
-(This nymph, the fruit of Friam^s ravifh'd joy, 
AUy'd the warrior to the houie of Ih^,) 

23^ To Zhiy, when g^ry call'd his arms, he came. 
And match'd the braved of her chiefs in fame: 
With Priam^s fbns, a guardian of the throne. 
He liv'd, belov'd and honour'd as his own. 
Him JHicer pierc'd between the throat and ear: 

IL40 He groans beneath the TtUtimman fpear. 

As from fbme !ar-feen mountain's airy crown» 
Subdu'd by fteel, a tall aih tumbles down. 
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And {oik its verdant trefib on the aground: 
So falls the youth; his arms the faU reibond. * 

2-45' Then Tsticer ruftiing^to defpoil the dead. 
From' He^ar's hand a fhining jav'lin fled: 
He faw, and ihun'd the death; the fore^eful dart 
Sung on, and pierc'd Anfhimiiehm his. hedrt> 
CteMH^ fbn» of Nefttme's bbaded lide; 

25'OVain was his courage, and his race divine! 

Proflrate he falls; his clanging arms refbond, ' 

# - 

And his broad buckler thunders on the ground. 
To feVLe his beamy helm the vidtbr flies, 

1 

And jufl iiad falhied on the dazling prite,^ 
^SS when Ajax* manly arm a javlin flung j 

Full on the ihield's round bofs the weapon rung; 

He felt the fhock, nor more was doom'd to feel. 

Secure in mail, and fheath'd in fhining fleel. 

Repuls'd he yields,* the vidior Greeks obtain , 
2^0 The fpoils contefled, and bear o£f the fkin* 

Between the leaders of th* Athenian line, 

{Sfichiui the brave, Menefiheus the divine,} 

Deplor'd Amfhimachusy fad objed ! Iks ; 

Imifrius remains the Herce Ajtues^ prize. 
265' As two grim lyons bear acrofs the lawn 

Snatched from devouring hounds, a flaughter'd fawn, 

la 
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tTI their fell jaws high-lifting thro* the wood, 
And iprinkling iall the fhrubs with drops of bloody 
So thefc the chief: Great Ajax from the dead 

170 Strips his bright auns, OHeus lops his head: • • 

' Tofs'd like a ball, and whirl'd in air away. 
At HiBor's feet the goary vifage lay. 

The God of Ocean fir'd with ftcm difflain,* 
And pierc'd with fbrrow for his * grandfon (Iain, ^ ^ 

^Jfhlpires the Grecian hearts, confirms their hands, f^^^ 

And breathes defbudion to the Jhjan bands. 



Swift as a whirlwind rulhing to the fleet. 
He finds the lanoe^&m'd Idomen of Cmei 



His 



7.278* Idottienif Crete.] Idomenetu appears at large in this 
hok, whofe chancer (if I take it right) is fuch as we -fee pret- 
ty often in oommon life : A perfbn of the firit rank> fiifiicient 
toough of his high l»rth, glowing into years, confcious of his 
decline in fireogth and a£Kve qualities s and therefore endeavour- 
ing to mak« it op to himfelf in dignity, and to prefenre the ve- 
oeraciQn (^ others. The true .pi£hire of a ftiff old ibidier, not 
willing to lofe any of the reputation he has acquir'd s yet not in- 
confiderate in danger s but by the fenfe of his age, and by his ex* 
perience in battel, became too cautious to engage with any great 
odds againfi him : Very careful and tender of his foldiers, whom 
be had commanded f6 long that they were become old acquain- 
tance s (To that at was with great judgment Homer chofe to intro-* 
duce hini here, in performing a kind office to one of 'em who 
was wounded.) Talkative upon fubj«6^s of war, as afraid that 
odiers might lole the memory of what he had done in better days* 
of which the long converfation with Merionest and ^Jax's re- 
pxoach to Bim in Iliad 23. v. 478. of the original are fufficiene 
proofs. One may obferve fome flrokes of lordlinels and fiate in 
iiis cfaarato; 7M refpc6i jfg^memnm lSKm$ cafefiil (o cc^c bin 
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His penfive brow tlie gien'rous care expreft 
280 With which a wounded ibldier touch'd his hrcaft. 
Whom ia the chance of war a jav'lin tore, 
And his fad comrades from the battel bore; 



with, and the particular diiBiidions (hewn him ^ table* i^e idai* 
tion'd in a manner that infinuates they werei points upon which 
this Prince not a little, infifted. >JKi4,Y.a9^^. -The vaundDg of 
his £unily in this book> together wkh hi< J&rcaTms and contemp- 
tuous raiUeiies on his dead enemies, €tvo8r^of the fame turn o£ 
mind* And itfeems there was among the ancienu a tradition of 
Jdamtnemy which ftrengthens this conje^re of his pride : For we 
find in the Her^Uks xji-FhUiftntnui that before be wxnild oome ta 
the Trojan war, he demanded a Oaaxc in. the foveteign command 
with jigamemnontiuaM^. 

I mv^, upon this oceafion, make an ohlcivatieti once for. aUi 
wfa^ will be applicable to many paflages in Homert and aSbrd a 
l^don of many di£kidties. It isj that our Author drew feveral 
of hM chan&^rs with an ejse to the hifliories then known of fa- 
mous pcrfbnf> or the traditions that pad in thole times« One can- 
not believe ocherwife of a Poet* who appears To nicely exsiSt inob^ 
ferving all the cuftoms of the age he deibribed ; nor can we ima- 
gine the infinite number o£ minute drcumfbnces relating to par- 
ticular periods* wliich we meet with every where in bis pdem>^ 
could pgffibly have beea inyenicd purely as ornaments to it. This 
refle^n will accouoc ^ a bundred fiieming Oddnefles not only 
in the cboToQerti but in the fieeches of the Iliad: For as no author 
is more tme tban Homer to the chara6ler of the peribn he intro- 
duces fpeaking, fb no one more often fuits bis oratory to the cha- 
xa^er of the peribn fpoken to. Many of tbefc beauties mufl needs 
be loft to us, yet this fuppefition will give a new light to feveral 
p^irticulars. For infiance, the fpeecb I have been mentioning of 
Agiontnmm to Uvmnem in the 4^^ bookt wherein he puts this he- 
ro in mind of the magdifioent entertainments he had given him> 
becomes in this view much lels'odd and furprizing. Or who can 
tell but it bad ibmc allufion to the manners of the Cmans whom 
lid commaadedf whole dianfier was fo well known* as to be- 
cmu a ftoftA I Tki Cretuai a nU ke^tt 4md fim hUict. 

Him 
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Him to the Surgeons of the camp he finti 
That office paid, he ifluM from his tent. 
Fierce for the fight : To him the God begun; 
In Th(m* voice, JtUrMmmf% valiant fbn, 

iSfWho rul'd where Cahfisd% white rocks arife. 
And Tkunufs chalkj difis emblaze the skies. 

Where's now th' imperious vaunt, the daring boaft 
Of (knee vi^hirious, and proud Hien loft? 
To whom ^iK King. On Greea no blame be throwni 

190 Arms are her trade, and war is all her own. 
Her hardy heroes from the weS-fbught plains 
Nor fear with^herids, nor fluimd^u! flo'th detains. 
Tif Heav^ ^! aa^ Jti^ all-pow'rful doom. 
That far, !(^ dltHUit 1fix)m our na:dve home 

29f Wills us to ififll, ingtoriousl Oh my fiiendl 
Once f<Mdi^ m die ifrght, ftift prone tblend 
Or arftife, dt coutifelsi now perform thy hefl. 
And what thou canft not iingty, urge the reft. 
Thus he ; and thus the Cod, whofe force can make 

JOoThe fblid globe's eternal bdis (hake.. 

V. 281. Tht^Jm:itm ff the mm;^.] f^dMrim and iH^t^haai vefc 
not the only phyficians in the army % it appears from fome paffin 
get in this poemi that each body of troops had one peculiar to 
themftyes. . It may not be improper to advertiie, chat the andenc 
Fh|ficiasis vitxt all Surgeons. EmfiathUu. 

6 3 K\A 
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AH ! never may he fee his native land. 
But feed the vulturs on this hateful fband^ 

305* Who £^ix^ ignobly in his fhips to '^'fy 
Nor dares to combatc on this iignal day !. 
For this> behold ! in horrid arms I fhine^ 
And urge thy foul to rival a6b with mine: 
Together let us battd on the plain \ 

310 Two, not the worftj nor ev'n this fuccour vainv 
Not vain the weakeA, if their force unite; 
But ours, the braveft have cpnfefs'd in fight. 

This faid, he rufhes where the combate bums y, 
Swift to his tent the Qrtttm King returns. 

3 1 5* From thence, two jav'lins glitt'ring in his hand» 
And clad in tu-ms that lighten'd all the fband. 
Fierce on the foe th* impetuous hero drove j 
Like ligh^nin^ burfting from the arm of Jwe^, 
Which to pale man the wrath of heav'n declares^ 

320 Or terrifies th* offending world with wars : 
1)1 ^eamy ^arkles, kindling all the skies. 
From pole to pole the trail of glory flies. 
Thus his bright armour o'er the dazled throng 
■Gleam'd dreadful, as tbe Monarch flafh'd along; 

Hito* 
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Ij" Him, near his tent, MGfrttMJ attends i 

Whom thus te qudHpns : Ever beft of friends! 
O fay, in ev'ry art of battel skilled. 
What iv>lds. tbj coinage froofi fb brave a field? 
On fbme important meflage art thou bound, 

30 Or bleeds my frien^ by fome unhappy wound? 

V. 32j' > . -'■■«■ Merxones attends} Whom thus he f§$efii cm • ] 
This (xmveriacion between Tdomenems and Merimes is generally 
cenfured akJiighly hnpiroper and out •£ p]ace,and as fuch is given 
up even by M. Daeierf the moft zealous of our Poet's defenders. 
However, if we look dofely incoihe occoiion and drift of this 
dilbourfe, the a^qij^ion wilU I believe, appear not fo well ground- 
ed*. Two perfbns of diilin&ion, juft when the enemy is put to a 
fbp by the JljaceSi meet behind the army : Having each on im- 
ponanc otcafions xedred out ef the fight, the one to help 1 wound- 
ed, (bidder, the other to (eek a new weapon. Idemenems, who it 
(upcrior in ycfui as wdl as authority, returning to the battel, is 
liirprizcd to meet Merimet out of it, who was one of his own 
officers (94f$au0» as Homer here calls him) and being jealous of 
his foUier's honour, demands the cauie of his quitting the fights 
Merimes having told him it was the want of a fpear, he yet (eemi 
un^atisfy'd with the ezcufe ,' adding, that he himlelf did not ap- • 
prove (^ that difiant manner of fi^iting with a fpear : Merimes 
being couch'd to. the quick with this reproach, replies, that he of 
all the Greeks, had the leaft realbn to (ufpefl his courage : Where- 
upon Idmtenens perceiving him highly piqued, aflures him he en- 
tertains no (bch hard thoughts of him, fince he had ofteQ known 
his courage prov'd on fuch occafions, where the danger being great- 
er, and the number fmaller, it was impoflible for a coward to con- 
ceal his natural infirmity : But now recolle&ing that a malicious 
mind might give a finifler interpretation to their ina&ivity during 
this dilibourfe, he immediately breaks it off upon that reflexion. 
As therefore this oonverlation has its rife from a jealoufy in the 
moft tender point of honour, I think the Poet canoot juHly be 
blamed for fii£^ing a difcourfe fo full of warm (entiments to run 
on for about forty, verfes s which after all cannot be fuppos'd to 
take pp m^me tfaaa two or thnee minutet from a^on. 

B 4 Inglo- 
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Inglorious here, mj finil tMior* to fskjy 

And glows with proQ)e^ of th' appfOftdniig day. 

O Prince ! (Meriimts repHes) whofe tua 
Leads forth th' embattel'd ions of Crm toi war; 
335* This (peaks mj grief ^ this heedlefs lance I wieldi 
The reft lies rooted in a Trojan (hield. 

To whom the Cretan: Enter, and receive 

The wanted weapons j thofe my tent can give ) 

Spears I have flore, (and Trojan lances all} 

340 That fhed a lufh-e round th' illumin'd #aU. 

Tho* 

V. 335*. This headlefs lance, &C.7 We htve often ften iWeral of 
flomer*8 combatants lofe and kreaflc thai fpearS) yet they do nee 
therefore retire from the battel to feik odier ympooSi why diese* 
fore does J?ayn^ here fend Mtrknes on tins errand ? It may he 
laid* that in the kind of fight whxdi the iSre^s how'ihaintainM 
drawn up into the phalanx* Mertoaes was umefi withotn this 
weapon. 
• V. 339. Shears I have flore,dcc,J Idemfneits deCcrihes liii tent ar 
a magazine, ftored with variety of arms won from the enemy/ 
which were not only laid up as'tdclels trophies of his ri^lories, 
but kept there in order to fupply his own, and his friends occa- 
fions. And this confideration £hcws us one reafbn why thefe war* 
riors contended with fuch eagerneis to carry off the arms of a van- 
quifli'd enemy. 

This gives me an occafion to animadvert upon a faHc remark 
of Eufiathiusy which is inierted in the notes on the ii<^book> 
<< That HomtTi to /hew us nothing is fo imleaibnahle in a battel 
** as to fby to defpoil the flaln, feigns that moft of the warriors 
** who do it, are kill'd, wounded, or unfuccefiful." I am afto- 
nilh'd how £> great a miilake ftiould fall from any man who had 
Tead Homer, much more from one who had reid him fb thorough- 
ly, and even fuperfHdoufly, as die old Archbiihop of Tbejfahnieai 
-There is fc2rce a hookin Hmt^ ib» does not ihouAd -wiih in* 

fiances 
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Tho' 1, ^^BadnM of the dilUnt war. 
Nor truft the dar^ orftim th' nnceitaHi ipear. 
Yet hand to fmd t ^ht, and fpoil the (lain) 
And thence tbefe trophies, and theie arms I gain.' 

34f ^ter, and lee on heaps the helmets roQ'd, 

And higMmog ipears, and fluelds that flame with goId« 

Nor vaiA (GddMirim) are our martial toiks 
We too can boafi of no ignoUe (polls. 
But thofe tny fliip oootains, whence diftant far, 

3fOl fight coB^cueus in the van of war. 

What need I mere 2 If any Gretk there be 

Who knows not Merion, I appeal to thee. 

To this, Idrnfemas. The fields of fight 

Have provM thy valour, and uacon^uer'd mights 

An4 

ftances to the contrary) 'wfiere the- conquerors ftrip their raemjet, 
tad bear off their %oils in triumph. It was (as I have already 
&d in the Effiry on Homer's battek) as honourtible an exploit in 
tboft diyk to carry off the armsi as it k now to gain a fhndaxtf. 
Bat it is a ftrange confequcnce, thai becaufe oiir Author fometimei 
t q >ti;f e u t> a aian anfuccefsfiil m a gbrious ittempt, he ther^for^ 
difoommeiKh the -attempt itfelf ; and is as good an argudien^ 
againft eDgountring an enemy Iiving> as againft defpoiling hiik 
dttd. One ought not to confound this with J)lahdering, between 
Which Homer has fb Well mark'd the diftinftion ; when he con- 
Ihndy (peaks of the fpoUs as glorious, but makes Ne/!or in the 
^ book> and Hee^vr in fhe i j<*«, direftly forbid the pillage, as a 
ptafiSce ihacc has often proVd fJRSil in the midfi of a vi6kory, and 
1biAi!kneitf^ even vfter it. 

Y. 953. To bim Idomeneus.] There is a great deal more dialo* 
^ in Hvmer Chan In Fi^g//. The Rvnan Poet's are generally fee 

B i f]^eecheSi 
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3J'5' And were fbmc Ambufh for the foes defigtfd,. 

Ev*n there, thj courage would not hg behind>. 

In that fhsgrp feryjce, fingled from the reft,. 

The fear of each, or valour, ftands confeft. 

No force, no firmnefs, the pale coward ihowH 
360 Hf fhiits his places his^ colour comes and goes 3. 

A dropping fweat creeps cold, on.cv'ry part}, 

Againft his boibni beats }As quiv*riqg heart j. 

Terror, ^d death in his wild eye-balls ftarei 

With chatt'ring teeth he Hands, and fUft^'ning hair, 
3^5* And looks a biJoodlcfs image of dcipairj. 

fpeeches, thofe oiF the Greek more in convcrfation. What Vtrgil 
does by two words of a. narration* Hctn^ brings about by a fpeech ; 
he hardly laifes one of his heroes out of bed without fome tal^ 
concerning it. There are rot only replies, but rejoinders in Ha^ 
nter, a thing (carce ever to be found in Virgil j the confequence 
whereof is, that there mufl be in the Iliad many continued con- 
.wrlations (fuch as this of our two heroes) a little reiembling 
qpmmon chit-chat. This renders the poem more natur«d and ani- 
mated, but leis grave and majeilick. However, that fuch was the 
W^y of wri^ng generally pradUs'd in thofe ancient tlpies, appears 
i^om the Jike manner ufed in moil of the. books of the Old Tef- 
i^ment,' axul i( particularly agreed with our Author's warm ima? 
gin^tion, which delighted in perpetual. imagery, and in painting 
:^cry clrcumfiance of what he delcribed. 

V. 357. Inthatjharp ferviut &c.] In a general battel cowardice 
i^ay be the more eafily conceal'd, by reafon of the number of the 
cpmbatantsj but in an ambuicade, where the foldiers are few,eac^ 
tqul^ be difcover'd to be what he is s this is the realbn why the 
' sipdents entertain'd fo great an idea of this fort of war> the braveA 
iQeQ ^erc always cboTea to fore upon fuch occaiions. Ettftathi$u* 



f. 
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Not £0 tbe braTC-M—ftill daundefi, ftill the iam^.. 

Unchyog'd Ms caJour^ and uiiiiKnr'd iiis frame} 

Cbmpos'd Ills tlioiiglit^ determin'd is his eye,. 

And fix*d his fbuL to conquer or to die:. 
370 If ought diflurb the tenour of liis fafeaft,. 

Tis but tfajK wiib^ to ilrike before the r^ 
In fuch aflays thy Uamelds worth is known^. 

And cv*rj art of dangerous war thj owm. 

By dttnee of fight whateyer womidsr you bofci. 
)7^.Xhofe wounds were glorious all« and all before;. 

Such as may teach^ 'twas ftill thy brave delight 

T* oppoie thy boibm where the foremoft i%ht«. 

But why, like in&its> cold to honour's charms,- 

Stand we to talk) when g^ory callsvtoarms? 
■gQGo from miy conquered fpears^ the choicefttake/ 

And to their owners fhui them nobly back. 
Swifr as'the.word bold Af^mniiMtch'd a.fpear^. 

jAnd breathing flaughter, foUow'd to the war. 

So Mdrs armipotent invades the plain, 
if (The wide.deflroyer of the race of manX 

^yi*i ■■!■■ 

JJffWi 

Y. 384. iS^Mtfs amuf«ttni> Sec.} Homer varies his fimilicudes 
with all imaginable art) fbmedmes deriving them from the pro- 
perties o£ animals^ fbmetimes from natuial pa£Gons> fbmetimes 
from the occurrences of life, and lometimes (as in tbe fimile be- 
foce us) from hifbry. ,^ The imrentioo of. Mars's pa&ge from 

B 6 Tbracc: 
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Thrvr, (Us Ml lov'i^ ioo, ^tuend^Jus coorf^ 
Arm'd with ftem hikhMfi, and eBorasoiiBibrce; 
The pride <tf Imig^ wsnioK to amhimk. 
And lay the ibeiigtb -of tytftBtf cm the ^;niiiiid: 

Thrau (which waif feigifd'to ^ the toantry of tiitt God) tb the 
IPUigyans and J|^M»i> if « «!riy HMUt^ (aod poetical manper 
of cdebnting the martial gemus of that people* who liv'd in per- 
]>etaa]w«rf. 

Methinks there is (binethi^g of a £qe. «iKhufiafin in Homer*: 
manner of fetching a compafi* as it were i!6. draw in new images* 
helides tbofe in wfcddi thendire^ point jpf jUke^ic^i ooofifis. Mil- 
tmptiie&iy well underfiood the beauty of theTe digreffive images, 
as we may fee ton the ^irilawteg €(iiile> which is in a maraier 
made up of theai. 

Thick as amtwrmal leaves thatjirim the brooks 

Jn VaUombrofik {^ere f£^Ecrurlan Pkiin . 

Hub tem-artb'd embm^rS) Or, fiattefd {eigt 

J^oati wheu with fierce winds Orion arm'd 

Hath vufd tbt Redhiea eoffit (wk^ nynv s'«r<^#ar 

Sufiris and his Memphjan chivalry, 

While with ferfidicms hatred ih^fmfu*4 

the fymrmrs rf Gopnexu wh» beheld 

Fnm the fafe faure their fcating carcajfesy 

Jksd krdten « ba»k $ wh e elfi-^^A ihiikiefimwrn 

Jikjeff andUfiU^ thefe.-^ 

As for the general purport of this compariibn of Hst/iefi it gives 
us a noble and majeftidk idegi tt once oi^ X dtm uemi and Meriones* 
repreiented by -Mars and his fbn Terror -, in which each of thele 
heroes is greatly «levated> yet the ju0 difo^tiofi between them 
pseftmedl The beautiful fimile of Firiil in his la*^ t/£neid is 
drawn with an eye to this of our Author. 

§ffalis afmdgelidi crnnfieanina condtms Hebri 
SaHjgninemt Mavorst efype» imrepai, >dtifm.fwrmte$ 
^eUa meveat smmitiit tqmoe i iUi et^tmt aftrt* 
Ant$ Ntttt Zifhymm^m volant .* gendi mltimfmijio 
7%racafedam : dr cm m m e atfm Fmnddimi ms% 

From 



BookXIIL ho me I^s ILIAD, ji 

390 From Jhriut thsf flf, caB'd to t&e disc al«rai« 

Of warring- JBhU^am^ aad Efiymn armti 

Invoked hj hoid^ relentlds tbcj difpoie 

To theie glad conqueit murdVous rout to tbo&. 

So march'd tlie kaders of tlie Gri^M train, 
395* And thdr hriglit arzns ihot ixxror o*er the piaia. 
Then firfl: Spaiat Mtr'm: ShaU we join the right,. 

Or combate in the <»itie of the fight? 

Or to thtf left our wanted iiiccour lend? 

Hazard and fiune all |»(rts alike attend* 
^00 Not ia the centre^ (Jdomen repl7'd) 

Our ahlfift dbieftains the nudn battel guides 

£a£& 

V. 39^ Sksi Wijtm thi rigbti 

Or comkate m the centre of the fight f 
Orfthekftmr ffanted Jmcmrr lend? 
The common interpreGers have to this que(lion of Meriaies giveir 
a ffleanlng which is highly impenlnent, if not downright non- 
fenle ; expkuiiii^ it that. ^liM m ^ht m the riihtt er kt the 
nttddle; er on the left, fir m vhere elfe do the Greeks fo nnuh want 
^fiancef whidi afnoants id this : ** Shall vet ^ogkge where our 
^ afliftance is moil wanted> or where it is not wanted? 'The con- 
text) as wen as the words of the original} oblige us to underfiand 
Ic ia this ob^otit raeai^ng ; Shall me hmg otir ei^mne to the 
right, 49 the Ufh ir t« the <eMre f Skte the Greeks keing e^malfy 
freffd imd-mgn^d w mU fidet, eftuUfy meed om aidhaS f/rrts, 

▼. 400. ^af m the cm#r^8c&] There it in this ani^er of Lk- 
HKMMf ft fintU f^rcnmdtnce whtA k ^verloolCd bf tbie Commeo- 
lasors, Jbvit in which" die xiAncic fpirit and Maibn of -^i^t is (aid 
\j hifRi oonfifls. He fiiys he is in no fear f9r the centre* finct it is 
defended by Timeer and Afmt: Timer being not only moft famous 
iiw the ttfe of the bow> but UkewiTe excdient iV rckTi; vV/c/fi^ in a 

tiofe 
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Each gddlike Ajfix makes that poft his care, 

And gallant TbtftTir desds defthi£Hon there:'. 

SkillU or with ihaits to gsdi the difhuit field*, . 
405*01 bear dole battel on the founding ihield. 

Theie can the rage of haughty HitBor tames 

Safe ill their arms, the navy fears no flames . 

TiU' Jvut himfelf defcends, his bolts to fhed^ 

And hurl the ISazing ruin- at our head. 
410 Great muft hcfbe, of more than human birth.^ 

Nor. feed like mortals on the fruits of earth. 

Him neither rocks can crufh, nor fbel-can wound^ 

Whom Ajax fells not on th' en^guin'd ground*. 

Ih (landing fight he mates Achillea force, 
41 5* Excell'd i^ne in fwiftnefs in the courfe. : 

Then to the left* our ready arms apply, 

Atid live with glory, or with g^ory 6it. 
He iaid >* and Mvrm tii^h' appointed place,. 

Fierce as tii& Gftd of battels, urg'd his pace. 

dfifeftandit^ fight: And as for Jijax^ tbo' not fo fwift of foot as 
AMUesi yet he was equal, to. him I'r mtrvFo^i^, in the Ganefied* 
fafi manner of fittings hereby plainly intimating that ht was fe- 
cure for the cmtre* becaufe diat poft was defended by two per- 
ibns both aooomplilh'd in that part -of war, which* was mod ner 
oeflary for the £;rvioe they were then engaged in > the two ex- 
preflions befoie mentioned peculiarly fignif^ng. a j?rm va^ fifodrf 
way of fighting, moft uleful ia mainraining a p^ft. . 

Soon 
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^loSoon as the foe the ihiniog chiefs beheld. 

Ru(h like a fiery torroBt o'er the field,. 

I 

Tlidr fierce embody'd in a tyde .they pour;. 
The rifing combate founds along/ the (bore. 
As warring VFiods, in Siriui' iiiltry reign, 

4^f From difPscnt quarters fweep the iandy plain i. 
On ev'ry fide the ^^ whirlwinds rife,. 
And the dry fields are lifted to the skies: 
Thus by defpaio hope, rage, together driv'n,. 
Met the Uack hofts, and meeting, darkened heav.'n^ 

430 All dreadfiil glared the iron face of war, 
BrlfUed with upright fpcars, that fla(h*d afarj 
Bire was the gleam, of breaflplates, helms and (hields. 
And poHfh'd .arms, emblaz'd the flaming fields : 
Tremendous Icepe!. that gen'ral horror gave, 

jyBut touch'd with joy the bofbms of the brave, 
Siuttm^s great fbns in fierce ccmtention vy'd. 
And crowds of heroes in their anger dy^d. 
The Sire of earth and heav'n, by TfTetis won 
To crown with glory TtUus' godlike ion, 

40.WiS'd not deflrudlion to the Grecum pow'rs,. 
Sut ipar'd a while the defijnM lyojm tow'rs : 

WhUe. 

•% . • • • • 
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While NeftMnfnSntg from liis tvQxt mam, 
Warr'd on the Kk^ <]f JusaT^id ^& fterd ^ckm> 
And breath'd i«rtnge, afid ii^d iJie GmcMli ttttxn. 

445* Gods of one ^nirce, of one etfa<a«al race. 
Alike divinei and heair'n theur native places 
But Jffvt die greater $ firft-borti of the ski^s. 
And more than Men, or Gods, iuprenid^ wi(e«. . 
For this, of Jov^s firperior might afraid, 

4f O Neptune in human fmm conoeal'd his aid. 

Thefe pow'rs i&cloie the On^ aad Jhjan traia 

In War and Difcord's adamandne chain y 

Indiflb* 

y- 4TI-] It will be aeceflary. for the better underfiaacting the 
eonduA cv Homer In every battel he defcribeS) to re&tSt on the 
particular kind of fight* atnd 4he €k«tt»lbtiGts that xliftinguiOi 
each» in this view therefore we ought to remember thro' tha 
whole book> that the battel defcrib'd in it, is a fix'd dof« fight, 
wherein the anmes engage in a erofs compa^ body* without any 
skirmilhes or feats of a£tivity lo often xtiention'd in the forego- 
ing engagemie&ts. We fee atiheb^inning«f 4t tfae GrtcUm Uxm 
a PhaCmxy v. 177. which continues un^keo at the very endi 
V. 1006. The e^e^ \(res^Nm made ufe of is Vifieari being mofi 
proper for this manner eiF combat ; nor do we fee any other uie 
of a chariot) but to carry oS the dead or wounded (a$ in the in- 
fiance of Harfalim and jE^t^Miw .) 

From hence we may obfcrve with what judgment and proprie- 
ty Hemer introduces Umunms as the chief in afikm on tliis bcxHr 
fion : For this hero being declined from his prime* and fomewhat 
fiiff with years, was only fit for this kmd of engagement) as 17«- 
mer exprefiy fays in the yia* verft of the preftnt boolb 
i Ov yif rr'f'/cirt/ft yvit$t «o/«V ^9 cffti^/9%, 

. OvT* Kf twttt^u /it9' iif 1&i'aO>) i/T ctx/ac9'M. 

Spe the tnaOuiQD, r, 6^i, &t, ® v. 4/2. 
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hdiflbluUy ib-oag» tlie fiiUl tjre 
Is ftrctch'd on bodi» and he^ on beq>s thqr dye. 
4]'f Dreadful in arms» and grown tn combats grejr. 
The bold Idmrumm oontrouls the day. 
Firft by his hand Otkrymmi was {lain, 

SweU'd with falie hopes, with mad ambition vam ! 
Gall'd b/ the voice of war to martial fknx^ 
460 From high CaSefit^ iaStteat wills ^e camei 
C»Jjmuk^*s lore iie fimght, with boafts of pow'r. 
And promikU dooqneft was tbe profler'ddow'r,. 



T. 45^. Imthn mU fBj^ft stUmgtitim duanj] This (hort bue- 
comprdienfive aUegorjKi ii vtrjr. proper to ^v€ va an idesi*df the 
pideac GQa4ftsoB«f the two ix>ntaidix)£ ai^mies* w1kolKin|^ both, 
fowerfiillj 4iffluii*4 ^ the aifiOsnifce of ii^>erior Dtities? jom axRl 
Mur eqi^ether ia4i^Qieand .kkxxiy eq(i)j;eine&r9 without any re- 
whnh h aivancife oa cithec 4fe. To 4ma^e tQ.iu this (bte of 
Huagih tkr JPoet xepreicnts ^Uer- and ^4^101^ fagUilig the two 
anniei dole hofoM £y t noghty chain> which he calls the knot of. 
comcntion and «rar> and43f whkh de two Godj draw die extre« 
nuties> whereby the enclos'd armies are compdl'd togecher> widr- 
OQt any poffiHlity on either fide to feparace or conquer* There U 
not perhaps in Htmer any image at once to exa^ and fo bold* 
ldad«n Dmct acknowledges* that despairing to make this pa(&ge 
ihioe in her language* Ave purpo^y omitted it in her tranOacion : 
Biu iKxok what (he lays in her annotaaom* it feems that (he did . 
not rightly apprehend the propriety and beauty of it. Hfthn too 
was iXK very ienGhle of it* when he tranflated it fo odiy. 

And thus tht Sam from kratker tmto inther 
Of cnul 94tr »4S drsun altemaufyy 
Jbtd mdnyjiak mtrnfile andtbfwtbtr* 

•t\sft. 
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47 J* Our offers now, illuftrious Prince i receive; . 
For fuch aa atd what will iiot Argo$. give ? 
To^ conquer Tny, with ours thy forces join^ 
And couQt Afpdes* fairei^ daughter thine. 
Meantime, on farther methods to advife, 

480 Cqme^ follpw to the fl^t thy new allies j . 
There hear^wfaait Gth^ has on her part to iay. 
Be ipoke, and dragg'd the goary courfe away. 

This A^ view'd, unable to contain. 
Before his chaciot warring on the plain i 

4^f (Hiji vidu*4 GQur&rs, to his iquirc condgn'd^ 
Impatient panted oa his neck behind) 
S*4» weags^ct lii^g i^fth « iiiddea f^%^, 
Be.hcyp»|i tbe xoofocft oF tfae i>e«M» lUtt 



The worft-iMtur'd «iie liremcmUr {whkh yetlsjnoce^Ecuiabljr 
tfno iSTAMrr*!) is that •£ Tmnm to Emmdts ia the i^ book, 

Hefferiam vmirejacms : bdcfrsmiay qm me 
• Ferro amfi tmtare, fenmt : Jk nufma-Mubmt, 

V. 474. And fitch th$ cmtra3 tf the Phry^itn J(^6cCt] It was: 
but natural to Tdiiik a queftioob oa ocGafion of theiie and other paf^ 
iages in Homer, how it comes to pais that the heroes of different 
ntions are £0 weU acquainted with die flwies imd occomflances 
of each other ? Ef^athim^s Ibhitioa is no ill ooe> that the warriorr 
QSk both fides might learn the ftory of thai enemies from the cap- 
tives they took, during the courfe of ^ long a war. 



The 
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The wary Cretan, as his fbc drew near, 

190 Full on his throat difcharg'd the forceful ipear: 
Beneath the chin the point was feen to glide* 
And glitter'd, extant at the farther fide. 
As when the mountain*oak, or poplar tall* 
Or pine* fit mafb for fbme great Admiral* 

(9f Groans to the oft-heav'd ax* with many a wound* 
Then fpreads a length of ruin o'er the ground. 
So funk proud j^ in that deathfiil day* 
And flretch'd before his much-lov'd couriers lay. 
He grinds the duft difbin'd with ffareaming gore* 

foo And* fierce in death, lies foaming on the fhore. 
Deprived of motion, fKfT with fhipid ifcar. 
Stands all aghaft his trembling charioteer* 
Nor fhuns the foe, nor turns the fbeds away* 
But falls transflx'd, an unrefifUng p^: 

P5'Pia:c'd by ubu/kchm^ h^ pouts beneath 
The flatdy car, and hbours out his breath. 
Thus Ji(m^ fbeeds (their mighty mafler gone) 
Remain the prize of Nefim^s youthful fon. 
Stabb'd at the fight* Vetfhobus drew nigh* 

J'lO And n»dc> with force* the rengefol weapon fly: 



^9 
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The Cram ^wj and ftooping, caus*d to glance 

From his {lope fliield, the disappointed lance. 

Beneath the ipacious targe (a blazing round> 

Thick with bull-hides, with brazen orbits bound, . 
CI 5' On \sh rais'd arm by two ftrong braces ftay'd) 
^ He Xff collected in defenfive (hade. 

O'er his fafe head the jav'lin idly fung. 

And on the tinkling verge more faintly rung. 

Ev'n then, the fpear the vigorous arm confeft, ; 
r2'0 And pierc'd, obfiquely. King Hyffenor*s breaft : 
" Warm'd in his liver, to the ground it bore 

The chief, his people's guardian now no more! 
Not unattended (the proud Jirojan cries) 

Nor unreveng'd, lamented jffius lies : 
S^S For thee, tho* hell's black portals ftand diiplay'd. 

This mate fhall joy thy melancholy (hade. 

V. rii. 37»e Cretan yiw, sndfioofmg, &c.] Nothing «ould paint 
in a more lively manner this whole a^on}and every circumfianoe 
of it, than the following Unf s. There is the pofture of Idommeut 
upon feeing the lance flying toward him ; the lifting the fliield 
obliquely to hirn it aiidej the arm difcover'd in that portions the 
form* compofition, materials, and ornaments of the fliield diflin^ 
ly fpedfy'ds the flight of the dart over it ; the (bund of it firfl as 
it flew, then as it fell ; and the decay of that (bund on the edge 
of the buckler, which being thinner than the other parts rather 
tinkled than rung, efpeclally when the firfl force of the ftroke was 
(pent on the orb of it. All this in the compa(s ot (b few lines, 
in which every word is an image, is (bmething more beautifully 
particular, than I remember to have met with in any Poet. 

Heart- 



f 
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Hcart-pierdng anguidi, at tlie Jhaughty boafl:. 

Touch'd cv*r7 Gntk^ but Neftot'^ foxx the moft. 

Grieved as he was; Jus pious arms attend^ 
^30 And l}is broad buckler fhields his /laughter'd friendi 

Tilliad Mmffnm ^JLifior bore 

His JkooDur'd body to the tented (bore* 
Nor jet from £ght Idoiwmus withdraws; 

Refblv'd to p^ilh in \xis country's cauie, 
r3f Or find £omc ^be» whom heav'n and he fhall doom 

To wail his £ue 19. dcatii'^ .eternal ^born. * . 

1^ fies jik4tth0m, ia ^ fi-ont afpirc : 

Great ^,^fl«i?9^^.^ )^o's fij^ei 

His {pouie HiffMUifn^^ diviadjr £ur, 
f^Andfi/es' eldeft hop^' and darling carei 

Who charm'd her parqit's and her husband's heart> 

With beauty, fenfe, and cv'ry work of art: 

He Qnee> of Ilm^sjoatk, the loTelieft boy. 

The iaireft ibe» o£ all the fair of Tra^: 



V. 543. H#9 €me tf Vlati's ymth the hveliefl %.] Same maou- 
foipcsi after tfade wordc^ «/«-•• I'W T/e/"; • vpi/jp, inierc the three 
ioUowiog veriest 

which' I hare not ttanfhted, as not thinldsg them genuine. 
Mr. 3tfnB#/ is of the iame opimoo. 

^1 
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j'^j'By Nepttme noW die Ii^Iefs hero dies> . - - 

Who corers with a doud tfaoie beauttofus eyes. 
And fetters c^tj limb : yet bent to meet 
His &te»'he ihndsi nor ihmis the knee efOetn 
Fixt as ibme cdttmn> xft deqp-vooted tttk, u 

yjo (While the Winds fleep) his bredl rieceivM the 
Before the p(nxd*rous ffaxifce Msr cndHet jid(^ . 
Lmig us'd to ward the death in fighting fidds; 
" The* rival armour fends a jarring^ (bund: 
His lab'ring hearty heaves, with fo- fttoog' a bound, 
:ffS '^^ ^^^ ^^ (hakes, and' vibrates- in the wouadr 
Faft^floWing from ks (ource, as prone he ]$y«. 
Life's purple tyde inrpetuotts guih'd awaf. 

Then Idomen, in(ulting o'er the (kin. 
Behold, 2^^fM$is / nor vaunt in vun: 



V. SS4' Hff kiifnug buert^beamSi whb fofitw^ a bmnit. 
The long lance ifkdtes, and vibratei m the wwnd^ 
We cannot read Homer wvdabat obfenring- a-wonderfiBl vanetjF iik 
(he wounds and manner of d^ng. Some of thele wounds are 
painted with very fingular drcum&nces> and chofe of imcommon 
art and beauty. This pai&ge is a mafterpiece in that ways AUar- 
thorn is pierc'd into the hean> whidi throbs with (b flrong a pulfe* 
that the motion is- communicated eren to the difbnt end of th« 
(pear* which is vibrated thereby. This circumffamce might appeHT 
too bold> and tht eflfeft hofoM nahnei wece weootii^nn'd by 
the moft skilftd Anaromifts of the wonderful ibaoe of this mufcl6> 
which ibme of than have, compoted to.be equal to the weight of 
i«vend chouiaad pounds* Leifer dc wdc* 'horettnSi^aUi* 



See! 
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f6oSee! on one Qntk three 2>»^giiofts tttend, 
Tiiis, 1117 third Vidiin, to the (hades I And* 
Approaching iiow> thy boafted might approve* 
And try the prowefs of the feed of JVv». 
From J^0v#, enamoiir'd on a mortal dame, 

ftij^Gitat Umo$^ g;i]ardiaa of his cooatrj, cune : 
DMMfiaif, lilamelefs Prince! was ifliw/ heir ; 
His fir(b-boni I> the third from Jujittr : 
0*er fpacious Oitit and her bold fbos I reign. 
And thence my (hips tran^rt me thrcHigh the main 5 

570Lord of a hoft, o*ar all my hoft I (hine, 
A fcourge to thee> thy father, and thy. line. 
The T}vj4m heard) uncertain, or to meet 
Alone, with vent'roiu arms, the King of Crefty 
Or feek auxiliar fbrcej at length deaeed 

j'^j'To call fbme hero to partake the deed. 
Forthwith JEneas ri&s to his thought i 
For him, in Tny's remotefl lines, he fi>ught« 
Where he, incens'd at partial IVMiff, Aands, 
And ftes fuperior pods in meaner hands. 

F. 5-7^. Imm^d at partial Priaai> c^.] Hmer here gives :he 
fnion why ccEnesi did not fight io the fbremofi nnks. It vnu 
againft his indiDation that he ler v'd Friam, and he was rather en< 
gig'd by honour and reputation to ai&fl hii country, than hy any 
difpofition to aid that Prince. This paiiage is purely hiAorictI, 
and the anci^nu have preferv'd to us a tradition which ferves to 
V o I.. IV. C explaia 
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580 To him, aqibiCious c^'^ gK3t aa ^4, 
The bold I^}bo6m JififPriMchVi, and fiid: 
* Nowj, "B/jm Prifioc, empbjr thy pkyui vms. 
If e'er thy boioiii felt fiur fagnour's charms. 

^exphSn ir. Tbty lay that t>&teas became fufpeSed by Pn'/im, on 
account of anjonde whidi poofhefied Jieihoidd io procefi of dns 
rule over the Thjims, The King therefore ihew'd him no great 
degree of eftetm or confiJ e ra tion, with defigntodifcredit, and ren- 
der him deipicable to the people. BmfiathtMs, This envy of Pfi- 
am, and this report of the orade, are mendon'd by utchiBes to 
c/Cneas in the aio^ book* 

— — — —V 9/ y* 5y/ceV ifui /uix^raiS'Mi tUtSy^, 

Tifint nit II/Mt/iv, Mf •itt» t'/«* i^nifl^t 

E/r/ yif %t 903i^f. 

(See V. zi6> &c. of the cranflation.) And N^inae in the Qajut 
book) 

' B/n ytif RftKfiy ytnif n:f^ft Kpafoif. 

Kti mMn —ti'S9i T9l leif ftiTov«9'f yirmnx. 
In the tranilation, v, 3/j, &q, 

I (hall conclude this nore with the charaftcr of c^&teast as it is 
drawn by Fhi/ojhraim, wherem he makes mention of the fame tra- 
dition. <« c/Eneas ((ays this author) was inferior to He3or in bat* 
*' tel only, in all cue equal, and in prudence fuperior. He was 
'* likewii^ skilitil in whatever retated to the Gods» and conlooos 
*' of what defBny had referv'd for him after the taking of Troy» 
« Incapable of fear, never dilcompos'd, and particularly pofleffing 
<* himfelf in the artide of danger. He^oris reponed to have been 
^ call'd the hand» and c/£aeas the head of the Trojans -, and the 
** latter more advantag'd their aiaxrs by bis caution, than the form- 
** er by his fiiry. Thefe two heroes wiere much of the fame 1^ 
•* and the &mt fiicure : The air of o^neas had ibnething in it 
*• lafs bold and forwards but ^c die lame time more fix*d and con- 
^QmMc, rkii^ai. Her0k. 
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JOmhms dies, thy brother and tbjr firieod! 
T%Coine, and the warrior's lov'd remains defends 

Beneath his cafes d^ early youth was train'd^ 

One table fed you, and one roof oontaia'd. 

This ^aoi to fiaroe Uammtm we owe$ 

Hafte, and revenge it on th' inflating foe. 
T90 .£of 4v Jieard> and for a {f$at rc£gn'«d 

To tender pity «I1 his manly mind; 
I Then rifing in his rage, he bums to fight : 
I The Qnek awaits hina, with colleded might. 

As the fell bosur on ibme cough mouatain'shesKfi 
fPf Arm'd with wild terrors, and to ffaiigfater bred. 

When the loud rufticks riie, and fhout fiom fiir. 

Attends tiie tumult, and expeAs the war i 
! 0*er his bent back the briftly horrors rife. 

Fires ffaream in lightening from his finguin eyes^ 
: uOOHis foaming tusks both dogs and men engage. 

But moft his hunters rouze his mighty rage. 

So Ibod XdvnMnms^ his javelin fhook, 
[ And met the Tro^tm with a lowering look* , 
I AmiUimst Dei^^us were near, 
\ 60 J The youthful oflspring of the God of war, 
[ Merim^ and Afhftrms^ in field renown'd : 

To thefe the warrior fent his voice around. 



I 
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Fdlows in vnu ! your timdy aid unitei 

Lo» great .Smuu ruflies to the fight: - 
iSlo Sprung from a Godit and more than mortal bolcf; 

He frefh in ^outl^ and I in arms grown old. 

£1& (hould this hand, this hour, decide the Arife^ 

The great difpute, of glory, or of ufe. 
He i^ke, and all as with one foul ohey'dj 
6lf Thdr lifted ixicklers caft a dreadad (hade 

Around the chief. JBmtu too demands 

Th* aflifting forces of his native bands: 

TariSy Dta^fbokfs, Apmr join; 

(Co-aids and ca^ytains of the Trojm line) 
^20 ^^ ^^^^ foUow all th' embody'd trains 

Like IdA\ flocks proceeding o'er the plains 

Before his fleecy care, eredi and bold. 

Stalks .the proud ram, the £ither' of the ibid: 

V. 611. !./>« Idz's flocks, &c.] Homer, whether ht treaa of the 
cufloms of men or beaiU* is always a faithful interpreter of na- 
ture. When (beep leave the pafture and drink fTcely» it is a cer- 
tain ^n> that they have found good pafhirage* and that they are 
all found i 'ti« therefore upon this aocx>unt> that Homer (ays the 
ihepherd rejoices. Homer, we finda well underftood what Ariftotle 
many ages after him remarked, ttfjc. that flieep grow fat by drink- 
ing. This therefore is the rea(bn> why (hepherds are accuftom'd 
to give their flocks a certain quantity of fait every five days in the 
iummer, that they may by ihis means drink the more ibreely. Ear 
/i^bUts, 



With 
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With joy the fwain furveys them> as he leads* . 

(if To the: cool jfbiintains, thro^ the weU-known meads; 
So joys JEneast as his oatiye band 
Moves on in rank, and ftretches o'er the lan d; 
Round dead Alcathom now the battel rofe$ 
On ev^ fide the Aedy cirde growsi^ 

6p Now batter'd breaftplates and hacked hefanets ring^ 
And o'er their heads unheeded javelins fuig;- 
Above the reft, two tow'ring chiefs appeaiv • 
There great Idametumst JEmas here. 
Like Gods of war, di^>eniing &te, they flood, 

^3f And bum'd to drench the. ground with mutual hbodt 
The THjtm weapon whizi'd ak>og in air $ 
The Cretan /aw, and (hunn'd the hneen ipcar :- 
Sent from an 'arm & jirrnig, the miffive* wood * 

640 Stuck deep in earth, and quiver'd where it Abod«- 
But OeHomfU receiv'^ the Cntmi% ftrok^ 
The forceful ipear his hollow cornet broken 
It ripp'd his belly with a ghailly wound. 
And roU'd the fmoaking entrails to the ground. 

^S Stretch'd on the plain, he fobs away his brea^i? 
And furious, grafps the bloody dull in death. 
. The yvEkxxt from his bread the weapon tearsi 
(His ^kmIs he could not, for the (how'r pf ipears.) 

C J 'tfe* 
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Tho' now unfit an aAiyd war to wa^^ 

Heavy with cuinb'rous arms, AifF with cold ^» 

>^oHis liiUefs limbs unabk for the coade; 
In fhnding fi^ he yet nunnains his force : 
Till faint with labouTi. and by fixs repdl'd. 
His tir'd, flow ^cx^%y he drags from ofiF the fieU. 
De^Mm MkU him as he paft, 

^SS And, fir^d with hat^ a partii^ jarelin call: 
The javelin err'd» but held its courie along* 
And pierc'd Af€aUfh$$$^ the farave and young: 
The Ton of M^t fiell .gafping on the ground^ 
And gMilK'd. the duft ail bloody with, his wound. 

5^0 Nor knew the. furious Father of his fail $ 
High^hroh^d amidft the great Oifmfim hallf 
On golden dimids jth' immortal fynod fates 
DetainVI. bfum bloody war by Jpve and ¥fiii* 
Now, where in duft the brcathlefs hero Iay» 

^S For (lain A/caL^hts OMnroenc'd the fray. 
Detfhobus to feize his helmet flies. 
And from his temples rends the glitt'ring prizes 

V. 6s S' Anii fir*d mth kaU.'] Homer docs not tell ws the occa- 
lion of this hatred j but fince his days, Shnmides ind Ihycns write, 
that Ui,meneus and Dcl^bcbus were rivals* and both in love with 
Helen. This very well agrees with the ancient tradition which 
Eftrifides and Vhrf^U have 'fotiow'd : For after the death of Parist 
they tell us 0ie was efpous'd to De't^hohns, EtfPathins, 

Valiant 
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Valiant as Mms^ Uerimm ditw oetfi 

And on his loaded arm difirharg'd his fpev: 

70 He drops the weight, diiabled with the pami 
The hollow hdmet rings agamft the pUn. 
Swift as a vulttir leapmg on hrs prey. 
From his torn itrm the Gnam rent away 
The reeking jardin, and rqoin'd hts friends; 

75* His wounded brother good Pflff/r/ tends > 
Around his wafte hts picms arms he threw. 
And from the* rage of combate gently drew: 
Him his iwHk co mfas, on his Iplend^ car ' 
Rapt ^m tfe lefl?hh!g thrnkkr of the war I 

So To Troy they dro^hhiT, groaning from the fhore; 
And fprinkling as he pafi:, the finds with gore. 

Meanwhile frefh flao^ter bathes the fsmgrnn groiuid' 
Heaps fall on heaps, and heav^ and earth lefbuud* 
Boki Afhurem by great JEmits Ued^ 

^5* Ai toward the chief he tum'd his daring head. 
He pierc'd his throat; the bending head dqnreft 
Beneath his hdmet, nods upon his breads ' 
His iiMiAiL reversed o'er the 61Pn warrior Kesj 
And everMing flmnber ieals his eyes. 

yO Am'tlochuSi as Them tum*d him round, 

Tranfpicrc'd his back with a diflioneft wound: 

C4 Tile 
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The hollow vein that to the neck extends 
Along the chine, his eagor javelin rends^ 
Supine he £dls, and ta his. ibcial train 

Cpj* Spreads his impbrii^ arms, but ipreads in vain*. 
Th* exulting vi£h>r leaping where he lay. 
From his broad ihoulders tore the fpoils awaj^ 
His time obierv'd > for dos'd bjr foes around. 
On all fides thick, the peals of arms refbund. 

T^OHis ihield embofs'd, the ringing ftorm fuftains. 
But he impervious and untouchM remains.. 
(Great Neftme^s care pre£brv'd from hoilile rage 
This youths the joy of N^^s glorious age) 
In arois intrepid, with the firfl he fought, 

^yFac'd ev*ry foe, andev'ry danger fought i 
His winged lance, reiiAiefs as the wind> 
Obeys each motion of the mafler's mind, 
Reftlefs it files, impatient to be free. 
And meditates the diflant enemy. 

^loThe fbn of jifius, jU«nmi drew near. 

And fhruck his target with the brazen fpear. 
Fierce in his front : but Neftum wards the blow* 
And blunts the javelin of th' eluded foe. 
In the broad buckler half the weapon ftood> 

715'Splintcr'd on earth flew half the broken wood. 

Difiurm'd, 
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Diiarm'd, lie mingled in the Tro^kn atw. 
But MerMs ipear overtook him as he flew» 
Deep in the faelly's rim an entrance found. 
Where ftiarp the pang, and mortal is the wound* 

720 Bending he M, and douUed to the ground. 
Lay panting. Thus an oxe, in fetters ty'd,' 
While death's ffarong pangs diftend his labting fidew^. 
His bulk enormous oa the field di£^j$-y 
His heaving heart beats thick, as ebbing life decays.- 

725* The ipear, the conqu'ror from his body drew. 
And death's dim ihadows fwam before his view. 
Next brave Derfyrus in duft was lay'dj 
King HeUfms wav'd high the Jfimeim blade^ - 

V. 720. 3fwimi he ffUjOnd iiotAled to the ffoim4» Lnj fsnting,!^'^ 
The original is, ■ 

"Baratf." -- 

The verfiooicion reprefents the fliort broken pandngs of the dying 
wrior> in the Ihort flidden hreak at the (econd fyllable of the ie* 
cond line. And this beauty is, as it happens* precilely copied ia- 
the EngUjh, It is not often that a tranflator can do this /uflice tQ 
Homer} but he muil be content to imitate thefe graces and pxx>* 
prieties at more difbnce, by endeavouring at i&methxng parallel,* 
die* not the fame. 

V. 728. King Helenus.] The appellation of King -w^y not an- 
ciendy confin'd to thofe only vho bore the fbvereign dignity, fetifc 
apply'd aJfb to others. There was in the ifland of Cjprnt a whole 
Older of officers call'd Kings> whofe bufinefi it was to receive the 
relations of informers, concerning all that happen'd in the ifland, 
and CO regulate affairs accordingly. Eupatbittf* 

Q S And 
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And fmote hl% tempfes, with an arm Q> ftrong, 
730 The helm fell odF and roU'd amid the throng : 

There, for fontate hickior Gn^k it reils a prize^ 

For ^atJfi u^ death the godlike owner lic6 ! 

With ragmg. grief great Mtif^Mm bums. 

And fraught With vengeance to the vi^r turns 1 
735* Tl^t ibook the pond'rods lance, in 2£t to throw» 

And this flood adverfe with the bended bow : 

Full on lus brcaft the Ti^jan arrow fbli. 

But harmlefs bounded frosi the plated fieel. 

As on fbme ample barn's wcU-harden'd floor, 
^0 (The winds coUedbsd at each open door) 

While iht broad ksk with fcv ce is whirl'd around. 
Light leaps the golden grain, refulting from the ground : 

v. 73p« y#i on fome affile Bom's tteU-harden*d JUm-^ We cughc 
sot to be (hock'd at the freqvency of thele fimilcs taken ^m the 
ideas of a rural lifie. In early times, before politenefs had rais'd 
the efleem of arts fubfervient to luxury, abo^e thofe neceflary to 
the iubfifience of mafildnd , ^Igriculture -was &e empIoyraenC of 
-fii&xDi o( the gxeatefi efieem and difbn£tion : We fee in lacred 
hiliory Princes Dufy at Ihcep-Ihearing ; and in the time of the 
AffPMM commonwealth, a Di^tor taken from the plough. Where* 
ibfe Ic ought not to be wooder'd at, that allufions and comparifbns 
of this kiAd are firequenlSy ufed by aneient herdck writers, as welt 
to xaiie, as illafirace thdir dcfcriptions. But fince theie arts are 
^iDtn from their ancient dignity, and become the drudgery of the 
owed people* the iiqagcs of them are likewife fiink into mean- 
lieis,afld without this c«nfideratk)nmufl appear to common readers 
imword^ to have place in Epic poems. It was perhaps thro* too 
jpaack dc&renoe to fuch tailet> that Cbafurum omiKcd this fimile in 
his cn&ilttioof 

So 
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So from the fled that guards JUriJis* hcvU 
Repell'd to dijOaace BkB the bouodii^ dart. 

I^SjfridiSf watchful of th' iiaw^ foe> 

Pierc'd with his lance the hand tbat gra^'d the bow» 
And nail'dk to the eugh: The wounded hand 
TraiI'd the long lance that mark'd with bloodthc)&od| 
But good Agenar gently from the wound • 

yfO The fpear ibliicites, and xk^ isaoiage bound ^ 
A fling's ibft wool, fbatch'd from a ibldier's fide« 

At onoe th^ tent and ligatufe fiipply'd. 

Behold ! 

v,'}$\. A JUn^s fift mo/j fnatch*d from a foldic r"s f.de. 
Jit 0mee the tent and iif4U$crt faff If d^] ^ 
The words of the original are chefe: 

AvntV /i' %v9i^t9 «'uV ^o'tf o/o*f (Wt* 

This pa(£ige> by the Commentators ancienc and modern, feems 

rightly underiZood in the hnik expreis'd in this trandation: The 

word rfm/irtf properly Cgnifying a Jiin^ j which ( as^ Etffathifu^ 

obferves from an old Scholiaft ) was anciently made of woollen 

firings. Chafman alon^ diflents from the oooomon. in€erpretation» 

bcddly pronouncing that flings are no where mention'd in the 

Uiidi without giving any reafbn for his opiuoo. lit chereforti 

traoOatcs the word wfm^it^ a Scarfs by nocxfaer authority but that 

he fiiyss it was a fitter thing t» hang a mmnded arm in, thsns fling ; 

and very prettify wheedles his reader into this opinion by a moft 

gallant imagination> that his fynire might tarry this Scarf ^n bhn 

as a favoMT ef k%f ttefti vr •/ kit mafter's rmfirefs. But for the ufe 

he has found for this fcarf, there is not any pretence from the ori' 

ginal ; where it is only faid the wound was bound up) without 

any mention of hanging the arm. After all, he is hard put to it 

in his tranHacioh ; lor being re(c)lv*d to have a Scarfs and oblig'd 

to mention Wool, we are left entirely at a lofs to know from - 

whence he got the latter. 

. Q 6 A like 
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/ 

Behold! Tftmdir^ ui^d by fate's decree. 
Springs thro' the ranks to fall, and fall by thee, 

ff Great Mmelaus! To enhance thy fame; 

High tow'ring in the boats the warrior came. 
Flrfl the (harp lance was by Afruks tlvown; 
The knee far diihnt by the winds was blown. 
Nor pierc'd fifmdir thro* Abides* fhidd} 

60 FifanJer's ipear fell (hiver^d on the fidd. 
Not fo difcourag'd, to the future blind. 
Vain dreams of Cmiqueil fwdl his haughty mind$ 
Dauntlefs he rufhes where the Sfartan lord 
Like light'ning brandifh'd his fur-beaming-fword. 

r65'His left arm higlvoppos'd the (hining (hieldj 
His right, beneath, the cover'd pole-axe held i 

A like paS&ge recurs near the end of this book> where the Poet 
%8 the Locnans went to war without tt&c\d or fpear^only annedi 

Teloffi mJ iuff^^Ptit mhm, v. 716. 



A 



Which laft expreffibn. as all the Commentators agree* fignifies a 
JZn^i the' die word rfff /^'a is not uicd. Chsfmm here likewife 
without any colour of authority* di dents from the common opi- 
nion } but very inconfbnt in his errorsi varies his miihke, and 
aflures us, this tKpreJftm is the trm Peri^hrajis of a light kind of at* 
momTi caU*d a Jack, which aU wr archers mfed tg prve its of old, and 

vfbich were ever qmited mth woo/. 
V. 766. The covered pole-axe,'] Homer never afciibes thb weapon 

to any but the 'Barharia»St for the battle-axe was i¥>t ufed in war 

by the poHter nations. It was the favourite weapon of (he Ama* 

gMS, Esfftafhiw, 

(Att 
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(An olive's cloudy grain the liaiidle made, 
Diftind ^th ftuds; and brazen was the Uade) 
This on the iiehn difdiarg'd anobJe blowj 

1^0 The plume dropp'd nodding to the pkm bdow. 
Shorn from the acft. Jtridts wavM his fted: 
Deep thro' his front the weighty faulchion ^* 
The craihing bones before its iwce gave ways 
Id duft and blood the groaning hero htji 

JJS Forc'd from thehr ghaftly orbs, and fpouting gore. 

The dotted eye-balls tumble on the ihore. 

The fierce Afrides ipum'd him as he bled. 

Tore o£F his arms, and loud-exulting, faid. 

Thus, Trojans y thus, at length be taught to fear; 

7800 race perfidious, who ddight in war! 

Already 

y. 779. The ficech ef Mendaus.] This fpefch of MmeUms over 
bis dyiDg enemy, is very difierenc from thofe with which Homer 
frequently makes hts heroes inlUlc the vanquilh'd, and anfwers 
▼wy well the cfaarader of this good-natufd Prince. Here are no 
infulting tauntSi no cruel (arcafins, nor any fpordng with the par- 
ticular misfortunes of the dead : The inve^yes he makes are ge- 
neral, ariiing naturally from a rememb r ance of his wrongs, and be- 
ing almoift nothing elie but a recapitulation of them. Thele re- 
proaches oome moA juftiy £rom this Prince^ as being the only 
peribn among die Greeks who had received anj perianal injury 
from the Trojans, The apoftrc^he he makes to Jitter* wherein 
he complains of his prote^Ung a wicked people^ has given occa- 
fion 10 cenfure Homer as guilty of impiety, in making his heroes 
txjL the Gods with injuftice : But fince, in the former part of this 
(peech, it is ezprefly laid, that Jupiter will cercainly puniih the 
Trojans by the defbru^oa of their 07 for yiolacing the laws of 

hoipi- 



/ 
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Alreadj noble deeds yt hanre perfbrm^dy 
A VraaaA n^'d tranfbends a Nary fborm'd > 
In flich bold fiats your impioos migkt approve. 
Without di' afliflaDC^ or the fear of JVi/t. 

yg^The violated rites^ the raviih'd dame. 

Our heroes flaughter'd, and our ihips on flame > 
Crimes heap'd <hi crimes, ihall bend your glory down,* 
And whelm in ruins yon' flagitious town. 
O thou, great Father! Lord of earth and skies, 

79^ Above the thought of m^, fupremdy wiXe ! 
If from thy hand the fates of mortals flow. 
From whence this favour to an impious foe? 
A godiefs crew, aband<Hi'd and unjuH:, 
Still breathing rapine, violence, and kflr! 



lM^jncalit7> the ktter part ought only to be confider'd as a com- 
plainc to Jupiter for ddaying that vengeance : This refle^^ion be- 
ing DO more than what a pious fuffering mind) giiev'd at the 
flourifliing conditioa of proiperour wickcdaefs* mi|;hc naturally 
£U1 into. Not unlike this is the complaint of the Pxophet Jrre- 
mUkt cb. X2« T. I. Kighttnu mt tbm, Lord, whm IpUad with 
tbu : yet let im talk vritb thee tf thy ji»4gments, Wherefiire doth the 
MQf of the msked frrffer f Whertfwe are sU they h^y that deul 
^mj treoAtfmpy ? 

Nothing cm more fuQy repreient the crudty and injuflice of 
the Tr^oHt, than the obftrvation with which Mmelami finifhes 
their cfaarader, by fiyingi that they have a more ftroogi conflanc, 
and infatiaUe appetite after bloodihed and npine»' than otbers have 
«D fiuisfy the moft agreeable plealores and natuxal defif es. 



Th^ 
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79$'The beft of tlui^s bejond their mcafure^ cloy j 

Sleep's balmy Ueiluig, love's endearing joy ; 

The feaft, the daacej wJbate'cr mankind defirc; 

Ev'n the fweet charms of ficred numbers tire. 

But Truj for ever rqips a dire delight 
Soohi thir/l of flaughter^ and in luft of fight. 

V. 79^. Thi heft of things beymd their meaftere %.] Thefc word* 
comprehend sl very naniral ientiment, ^ifbich perfedly fliro^j the 
wonderful foil; <^ men : They are ibon weary'd with the moll 
agreeable things, when diey are innocent, but never with the mod 
toiKbme things in the world, when unjufi and criminal. Emfia^ 
thtM^ Dadtr. 

V. 797. The dona.'] In the Orij^nalit is caU'd i/Avftm,thehfame' 
ieft dance; to diftinguUh ((ays EmfUtbims) what fort of dancing it 
ii that Homer conunends. For there were two kinds of dancing 
praais'd among die ancients, the one reputable, invemed by Mi^ 
nervoy or by Ci^or and PoUuxi the other dilhoneft, of which Pan, 
or 'BacchnSi was the audior. They were diftinguilh'd by the name 
ef the cragic» mad the conic wor iatyiic dancer But tboie which 
probaUy our Author commends w«re certain military dances us'd 
by the greateft heroes:. One of this fbrr was known to the Mdce-* 
dmans and Perfians, pra£Us'd by jintiuhks the great, and the fa« 
mous Pofypercben* There was another which was danc'd in com- 
pleat atmouTj calTd the Pyrrhick, from Pjrrhkm the Spartan its 
inventor, which continu'd in £anuon amoi^ the Xjoceddmomans,. 
Scaliger tfae father remarks, that this dance was too hborious to 
remain Jmy in ale eren among die ancients ; bower it ieems that 
labcur could nor difcourage this bold Critick from reviving that 
kuMie kind of dance in the presence of the EmipcioT MaximiliaM 
and his whole court. It is not to be doubted but the performance 
nis'd their idmiratibn ,* nor much to be wonder*d at, if they de- 
^d to fee more than once fb extraordinary a fpeSade, as we have 
it in his own words. PoeticeSi Ub, i. c^. i§. Hamfahatimem 
[PyrrhicamJ nos & fepe, & dhi, coram Divo MaoeimilianOi juffm 
'Smlfadi foirtdp nOn fine ^]^re CO^ Germstoisey reprafentavimmf. 

This 
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This faid^ he fiiz'd (while jtx the carcafs hea^d} 
The bloody armour, which hit train receivVl: 
Then fudden mix'd among the warring crew. 
And the bold ion of P^^tmenes dew. 

%OS HarfMiion had thro* A^k traveli'd far. 
Following his martial father to the war § 
Thro' filial love he left his native (hore. 
Never, ah never, to behold it morel 
His unfucceisful ipear he cbanc'd to fling 

Sio Againft the target of the Sfartan Kingj 

Thus of his knee diiarm'd, from death he Hies, 
And turns around his apprehenfive eyes. 
Him, thro' the hip tranfpiercing as he fled. 
The (haft of Meriw mingled with the dead. 

8 1 5* Beneath the bone the glancing point defcends. 
And driving down, the dwelling bladder rends : 
Sunk in his (ad companion's arms he lay. 
And in (hort pantings fobb'd his ibul away ; 
(Like fbme vile worm extended on the ground) 

S2.0 While life's red torrent guih'd from out the wound. 

Mim 

V. 819. Like fime vile vowm extended on the i^rMmdJ 1 cannot 
W of Etrfiathims'8 opinion^ that this fimile was defign'd to debale 
the charaSer of Harpaliotit and to reprefent him in a mean and 
dif^ceful ^ew> as one who had nothing noUe tn him. I rather 
think from the chara£ler be gives of this young mant whole piety 
evry'd him to the wars co auend his hxhcrt and from the air of 

this 



Book XIII. HOMERS ILIAD. f> 

Him on his car the Ift^fUMffmm train 
In flow proceifion bore from off the plain.. 
The penfive father, father now no more! 
Attends the moumfiil pomp along the ihore, 

dui whole paifige> which is tender and parhetick* that he 'intend- 
ed this humble comparifon only at a mortifying pi^re of humaa 
miiery and morcality. As to the verfes which E$tfiathius aUedget 
for a proof of th^ cowardice of Harpafton, 

The retreat defcribed in the firft verle is common to the greatefl 
heroes in Htmer \ the fame words are appl/d to Deifhohu and 
Mieriones in this book, and ro Patroclus in the l6^> v. 817. o£ 
the Grttk, The- lame thing in other wonis it find: ev«a of the 
great AjdXt IL i^*. r. 728. And we have UijBi» defcrib'd in the 
^ T. 497. with the iame clrcumfpe^oo and fear of the darts: 
iho' none of choie warriors have the fione reaibn as Hsff^cn foi 
thdr retreat or caudoo* he alone being unarm*d> which circum- 
flanoe takes away all imputation of cowardice. 

V.823. The pen^ father.'} We have feen in the 5* Diad the 
death of PyUmenes general of the TafhlagcKtans : How comes he 
then in this place to be i(itrodLced as f^wicg the fuccral of 
his ion ? Emfiathius informs us of a moft ridiculous fblr.tlon of 
ibme Criticks» who thought it might be the ghofl of this unhappy 
father* who not bring yet interr*d> according to the opinion of the 
andentf> wander'd upon the earth. Zmodotns not fati5f7*d with 
diit (as indeed he had little reafbn to be) changed the name Pylioncues 
into VsylMMtnts-, DiiymnsxYiivkz there were two of the fame name; 
as there are in Htmiet two Schedim^Sy two Ettrymedon's > and three 
Adr^fims't. And others correft the verfe by adding a negative, 
fitfi i^5 9ft «ierV/ «(t i his father did not foffew hii chariot with 
hit face hdtb'd in tears. Which lafl, if not of more weight than 
<he rcft» if yet more ingenious. Etrftathim. Dacrer. 

iUr dU kit va&mt father {mm m tmre) 

pmrfite the wfmnf i U femf akng tite flme^ 

2fm fire fttrmtfi» te grace th* fottimefy bier, 

Or ^rimkle the seld t^t tnth a tear. 

And 
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Szj" And unavailing wars profiiie]y (bed, 

And unrevexig*3, deplor'd his of^ring dead» 

"Bms from far ds moying figlkt bebeld, 
With pity ioften'd, and with fiiry fwdl'd : 
His hanour'd hoft^ a youth of matchlefs grace, 

S30 And lor'd of ill the f^fhUgmUn racel 

With his fiill (brength he beat his angry bow. 
And wing'd the feather d vengeance at the fbe» 
A chief theie was, the brave E$ichem^ nam'd. 
For riphcs mtich> and more for virtue hm'i, 

Sjf Wte held hit ittt in GvM^s fhitely townr 
JPoi^As' &ip» a fbsr of old ixnown. 
Oft^ hi^ the ftther tM hit early 666tn,. 
By arms abroad^ or flow diicafe at home : 
He dimb'd his vefie!, prod^ o( breathy 

S40 And cbofe the oert»n> gkirioiis j^th to deadiJ 

▼•840. And cbtp the iertma, gltprimu-fsth to ik^Oh,'] Thus we- 
he Emchemr is lilw jtthUksy who iail'd to 7Kyy> tbo' he koew he 
ihould iall before it : This mi^ looMwhat htve prejudxc'd the 
cfaarader of AcbilUt» eytry branch of whkh ou^t to be ^ngfe, 
and fuperior to all odiers» as he ou^hc tp be without a rival io 
every thing that fpeaks a hero : TWefere we find two efieotial 
dlB^enoes between Eucbeiur and AcbilUSi which preierve the fu- 
periority of the hero of the poem. AcM/es, if he had 2X>c fail'd 
to 7y<yi h|d enjoy'd a loi^ hh ; hue Emthenor tad been fbon cut 
ofF by fbme crud diieafe. AchilUt being independent>and as aKiDg> 
could have liv'd at eaie at homc> without being obaoxious to any 
dii^race; but Emchemf htang but a private man* muft either have 
gone to the war, or been cxpoi'd to an jgnoBunioHs penalty. £«* 
fiatbims* Vacier* 

Beneath 
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Beneatli his ear the pointed arrow went; 
The Ibul came ifliung at the narrow vent: 
His fimbsy unnerv'd, drop u&kis on the ground> 
And everlafUng dorknefs fhades him round, 
^f Nor knew great HtSUr how his legions yidd, 
(Wrapt in the cloud aid tumult of the field) 
Wide on the left the force of Criice commands^ 
And conqueft hcFvers o'er th' Achmm bands : 
With iuch a tyde Superior vutue fway'd, 

* he that ihakcs the folid earthi gave aid. *Nt^ 

tnnu 

V. 84^". Ntir knew irtat H^fior, <5^.] Moft part of this book 

letog emplof'd to deisibe the hnre refiftance the Oreeks made oo' 

thdr left under Idmtmem and Meriones ; the Poet now flufts the 

fceney and returnc id HUhr, whom he left hi the center of the 

inny, after he hid poised the wall> endeavouring in vain to break 

the phalanx where jijax commanded. And that the reader might 

tdce notice of this cfaaqgi of place} and carry difiin&ly in hit 

mind each icene of adioq. Homer is very careful in the foUowing 

lines to let tis know that HeBv "ftHl contnmes in the place whero 

he had irft pafrd the wall, at t^t part of it which was loweii>. 

(as appears from Sarpedaifs having pull'd down one of its battle- 

loents on foot* Uh, ri.) and which was neareft the fbtion where 

the fhips of jijax were laid>becauie chat hero was probably thought 

1 fafficient guard for that part. As the Poet is fb very exaft in de- 

icribing each fcene as in a chart or plan, the reader ought to be care* 

fnl to trace each a&ion in it ; otherwife he will fee nothing but 

coofufion in thing* which are in themfelves very regolar and di- 

ftin^ This obi&rvation is the more nece(&ry, becaufe even in 

. <fais placet where the Poet intended to prevent any fuch mifbke> 

^^er and other interpreters have apply'd to the prefenc a^on 

^^ jj only a recapimlatioa of the time and place defcrib^d in 

cbeibrnier i^ook. 
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But in the centre HtSkf fix'd remain'd» 

Where firft the gates wore fbrc*d, and bulwarks gain'di 

There> on the margin of the hoary dcep^ 

(Their naval fbtion where th' Ajocts keep, 
Sfy And wiiere low walls confine the beating tydes, 

Whofc humWe barrier fcarce the foes divides }• 

Where Itte in fight> both foot and horft engag'd; 

And all the thunder of the battel rag'd) 

There joined, the whole Boeotian fhrength remains^^ 
S6oThe proud lomms witlr their fweeping trains, 

JLocrums xad'PkhiAm, and th' Efdan force; 

Bat join'd, repel not.JHsAr's fiery couHie. 

The fiQw'r of jififtm.SticUm^ FhiJss led, 

JBias, and great Memfthem at their head. 
86]* Mogp the firong th' ^^4m bands controurd. 

And jyraoHf prudent, and jfmfhm bold ,- . 

The FhtUans MeJotffhm'd for martial n^ight. 

And brave Podarces, active in the fight. 

This drew from PhyUcus his noble line : 
ijOTj^iclui' fbn : and that (O'tleus) thine: 

(Young Ajax brother, by a AoPn embrace;. 

He dwelt &r difhnt from his native.place,. 

v. 8^1, PhUnansO The Phthians are not the troops of jfchWes, 
far thefe were caD'd Phthhtes ; but ihcy were the troops of Pntf 

By 
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By Yici'^ fierce ftopdame from Jus fither's reiga 
Expdl'd and exil-d^ vfor her brother flain.) 

%Thd[e rule the Vhthitms^ and their arms employ 
Mixt with Boeatiam^ oa the fhores of Tniy. 

Now iide hj fide, with iike unwearjr'd care» 
Each Ajfix ]a})our'd thro' the field of war. 
So when two lordly bulls, with eijual toil, 

S8o Force the bright plowfhare thro' the fidlow foil, 
Join'd to one yoke, the ihibbom earth they tear. 
And trace large furrows with the iblning (hares 
O'er their iiuge limbs the foam defcends in fnow, 
Aod fbeams of fweat down their ibw'r foreheads flow, 

SSfA train of heroes fbUow'd thro' the field. 
Who bore by turns great jijax* fev'nfbld fhield 5 
Whene'er he breath'd, remiffive of his mighty 
Tir'd w^ th' inceflant daughters of the fight. 
His branre aflbdate Jbad no following band, 

B90 His troops unpra^lis'd in the fights of ihnd : 

V. 879. S» vhen tpfo krdfy hulls, &c.] The image here grven of 
the Ajaces is vesy lively and eza£l s there being no circumflance 
of tfadr prefent condition that is not to be found in the compari- 
Ton, and no particular in the comptrlfen thac does not refeml^e 
the action of the. heroes. Their firengch and-labour* their unaiu- 
mity and ncamefs to each other, the difficulties they (Iruggle a- 
pa^i iind the fweat *occafioii*4 by die finigglisg» perfe^y cor- 
rerpondlng -with chefimile. 

2 

For 
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For not the ipea» th^ UcAm (^piadrons wield. 
Nor bear the iielm> nor lift the mooaj fhidds 
But skill'jd from far the fiying (haft to wm^. 
Or whirl the founding pebble from the iUag, 

89^ Dex'troits with tjieie tibej" aim a ccrtab wound. 
Or fell the diftaUt warrior to the grouiML 
Thus in the van, the TgUtmomtm train 
Throng'd in Itr^ht arms, a preiling fight mamtaiii 5 
Far in the rear the Locrim archers lie, 

900 Thick ftones and arrows intercept the skj. 
The mingled tempefr on the foes diey pour 5 
Tr6^*8 fcatt'ring orders open to the fHow'r. 

Now had the. Greeks eternal fame acquir'd. 
And the gall'd Jliafis to their walls retir'dj 

905* But (age JFofydanMs, difcreed/ brave, 

Addrefs'd great He£hr, and this conhfel gave^ 

Tho' great in all, thou feem'ft averfe to lend 
Impartial audience to a faithful friend : 
To Gods and men thy matchlcfs worth is known, 

pio And ev'ry art of gkirious war thy own; 
But in cool thought and counfel to excel. 
How widely diffisrs this from warring well ? 
Content with what the (lounteous Gods have giv'n. 
Seek not alone t* cngrofs the gifts of hcav*n. 

To 
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^►IJ' To fbme the powers ^ bloody war bdong, 
To fbm^-fwoct naufic, and the charm of fongj 
7o ivH^ and wond'rous &w, has JVm aflign'd 
A wiie» cKtenfiv^, aU-conAd'ring mmd 5 
Their guardians the&, the aatioos round confi^ 

P20 And towns and empires for their iafety blefs. 
If heav'n have lodg'd this rirtue in my bfeafi^ 
Attend^ O HtBor^ what I judge the beft. 
Sac, as thou mov^A^ on dangers dangers fpread*. 
And wars whole fury bums around thy head. 

92;B(^ld! diftrds'd within yon' hoftile wall. 
Hdw many Trojmu yield, diiperfe^ or fall? 
What troops, out-number*d, fcarce the war maintain ^ 
And what brave heroes at the (hips lie ilain? 
Here ceaie thy hiry 5 and the Chiefs and Kings 

^30Convok'd to council, wei^ the Turn of things. 
VirhethET (the Gods Succeeding our deiires) 
To yon* tall ihips to bear the jyojan fircsj 
Or ^nit the fleet* and pafs unhurt away. 
Contented with the conqueft of the day. 

P3j'I fear, I ftar, left Greece (not yet undone) 

- Pay the bffge debt of hft revolving fan 9 

jSfhiUes, 
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jfch'tUeSf great AchifUs, yet remains 

On yonder decks, and yet overlooks the jdains! 

The counfel pleas'd ; and HeSfer, with a bound, 
) Leaped from his chariot on the trembling ground $ 
Swift as he leap'd, his clanging armsreiband. 

r 

« 

V. 937. AchilleS} great Adiilles* yet remdHns 

On yonder ditksy and yet 9*erheks the piainsQ 
Theie never was a nobler encomium than this of jfchiUes, 
feems enough to (b wife a couniellor as Pofydamas, to convince 
intrepid a warrior as HeSort'm how great danger the Trojans (b 
to fay, Achilles fees ms, " Tho' he ab(lains from the 6ght> he 1 
** cafls bis eye <on the battel s it is true, we are a brave army, a 
** yet keep our ground* but fiill Achilles fees us, and we are i 
<< iaftf." This Tefle^oo snakes him a God, a iingle regaid 
whom can turn the fate of armies* and determine the deltiny o 
whole people. And how nobly is this thought -extended m 4 
progreO of the poem* where we (hall fee in the 16^ book the 2 
jans fly at the hirfl fight of his armour, worn by PatrocUw, and 
the iS'^ their defeat compleated by his fole appearance* unarm 
od his Qupm 

V, 939. HeSx>r, mtb a botmd, Leap* d from bis charUtJ} Hei 
having in the laft book alighted* and caufed the Trojans to lea 
their chariots behind them, when they pals'd the trench* and 
mention of any chariot but that of Afims iince occurring in c 
btitel i we Hiufi necell'arily infer* either that Homer hos ncgle£^ 
10 mention the advance of die chariots* (a -circumfUnce whi 
fliould not have been omitted) or ekik that he is guilty here oi 
great mifbike in making He^ior leap from his chariot. I think 
evident* that this is really a flip of the Poet's memory ; For in tl 
very book, v. 533. (of the orig.) we fee Politesle^ds oflF his woun 
ed brother to the place where his chariot remain'd behind the a 
my. And again in the next book, He£ior being wounded, is a 
ried out of the battel in his fbldier's arms to the jAace where t 
hories anc* chariot waited at a difhmce from the battel. 

— - — tf^p i^ vf tTtifyoi 

Xtprh dtlfKfltf ^fof I « oo»« of p fxfl* ff-fVff 

*^ Lib. 14. v. 42.8. B 



Book XIII. HO^ER's ILIAD. Hf 

- To guard this poft (he cry'd) thy art employ^ 
And here detain the icattcr*d youth of Ihyi 
Where yonder heroes faint, I bend my way, 

'4 J And haflen back to end the doubtful day. 

This fiddi the tow'ring chief prepares to go. 

Shakes his white plumes that to the breezes flow. 

And ieems a moving mountaia topt with ihow. 

Thro* 

Bat what puts it beyond difpute* that the chariots continued all 
this dme in the place where they firft quitted them* is a pal&ge in 
the beginning of the fifteenth book, where the Tryans being over* 
fower'd by the Grseks, By back over the wall and trench, till they 
cime to the place where their chariots flood, 

Of /wV /)i* ««f axtr^tf ifWTu^lo /itroflte. Lib, ly.v. 3, 

Keither EuftathiHS nor Dacier have taken any notice of this inoon* 
gruity, Which would tempt one to believe they were willing to 
overlook what they could not excu(e« I muft honefily own mjr 
opinion, that there are ftveral other negligences of this kind in 
Homer, I cannot think otherwile of the paflage in the prelenc 
book concerning Pylxnienes j notwithftanding the excufes of the 
Commentators which are there given. The very ufing the lame 
name in di£ferent places for different pcrfons, confounds the reader 
in the ftory, and is what certainly would be better avoided : So that 
'tis to no purpofe to fay, there might as well be two Pyixmtnt^s 
as two SchedtHs'Sy two Eurjmedonu two Ophelefies's, &c. fince it is 
more olamcable to be negligent in many inlhnces than in one. 
Kfr^iV is not free from this, as Macrobms has oblerv'd. Sat. /. jr. 
fc ij. But the abovemention'd names are proofs of that Cri tick's 
being greatly miftaken in affirming that Homer is not guilty of the 
fame. It is one of thofe many errors he was led into, by his par- 
tiality to Homer above VrriiL 

V. ^48. And feems a moving numntain topt with faow.'] This (i- 

mile is very (hart in the original, and requires to be open'd a lit* 

tie to difi»ver its full beauty, I am not of M. Dader's opinion, 

Voii. IV^ D 
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Thro' all his boft, injfpiring fbrce> he flks, 
^5^0 And bids apew the martial thunder t\S^ 

To VamthuC ion, at Bm^^% high command^ 
.Hafle the bold leaders of the Trojun band : 
But round the battlements, and round the plain. 
For many a chief he look'd, but look'd in vain; 
-'?95' j* petfhoSuSi nor HtUnus the feer. 

Nor Ajlus' fbn, nor jijius* jfelf appear. 
For thejfe were j^erc'd with many a ghaftly wound. 
Some cold in death, ibme groaning on the ground > 
Some low in dud (a mournful ohjei^) lay, 
960 High on the wall fome breath*d their fouls away. 
Far bn the left, amid the throng he found 
(Cheering the troops, and dealing deaths aroundj 
The graceful ?aris 5 whom, with fury mov'd. 
Opprobrious, thus, th* impatient chief reproved. 

-that the luftre of Heffor*s armour was that which furnlfliM Htnur 
with this images it Teems rather to allude to the plume upon his 

. helmet, in the adion of Ihaking which, this hero is Co frequendy 
painted by our Author, and from thence d'lBlxigaiCti'd by the re- 
markable epithet X9fv9a/«A^*. This is a very pleafing image, and 
vei7 much what the Painters call piSnrefime, I fancy it gave the 
hint for a very fine one in Spenfert where he reprelents the perlbn 
of Contcmflatkn in the %ure of a venerable oUL man almoft con- 

. fum'd with fludy. 



His f/iovry locks adovm his Jhulders fpreadt 
jis hoarj frofi mth [f angles doth attire 
JTke TKojIy branchfs of an oak half dead* 
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^65* II]-fated Tarts ! flavc to womankind. 

As fmooth of face as fraudulent of mind ! 

Where is Di$fM$$s, vrhert ji/m gone? 

The godlike father, and th' intrepid jSn? 

The force of HeUmis^ diipenfing fate, 
)70 And great Othyoneus £0 fcar'd of late? 

Black fate hangs o'er thee fix>m th' avenging 'Gods»- 

Imperial T^ from her foundations nods; 

Whelm'd in thy country's ruins fhalt thou faU, 

And one devouring vengeance fwallow all. 
)y^ When Paris thus : My brother and my friend. 

Thy warm impatience makes thy tongue oScad, 

In other battels I deferve thy blame, . 

Tho' then notdeedlcis, nor unknown to fame; 

But fince yon* rampart hj thy arms lay low, 
80 1 fcattcr'd flaughter from my fatal bow. ' - 

The chiefs you feek on yonder fhore lie ilain i 

Of all thofe heroes, two alone remains 

V. 96s* lU-fated Paris,] The reproaches which ItieSor here cadft, 
on Parisi give us the chan6l;er of this hero? who in many tilings 
relembles AddUtSi being (like him) injuft} violent, and impetuouss 
ind making no di&n6iion between the innocent and criminal* 
'Tis he who is obffinate in attacking the entrenchments, yet ask« 
an accoiuK of thofe who were flain in the attack from Paris -y and 
tho* he ought to blame himfclf for theirdeaths, yet he (peaks to Parish 
as if thro' his cowardice he had fui&r'd thefe to be flain^ whom 
he might have preferv'd if he had fought couragioufly. Enfiathim, 
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DeijMSw^s and HeUnus the ieer : 
Each now diiablcd by a hoftilc Ipear, 

985* Go then, fiiccefsful, where thy ibul inlpires 1 
This heart and hand (hall fecond all thy fires: 
What with this arm I can, prepare to know. 
Till death for death be paid, and blow for blow* 
But '^8 not ours, with forces not our own 

990 To combates Strength is of the Gods alone. 

Thefe words the hero's angry mind aflwage: 
Then fierce they mingle where the thickeft rage. 
Around F0fyJamMj, .dilbin'd with bipod, 
Ce^iofi, Fhalces, item Orfhdus flood, 

^^ Talmus, with Pofyfcaes the divine. 

And two bold brothers of Hipfetm*^ line: 
(Who reach'd fair lUon^ from AfcmxA far. 
The former day i the next, engag'd in war.) 
As when. from gloomy clouds a whirlwind fprings, 
lOOoTliat bears Jwt\ thunder on its dreadful wings. 
Wide o*er the blaftcd fields tlie tempefl fweeps. 
Then gathcr'd, fettles on the hoary deeps \ 
Th' afilided deeps tumultuous mix and roars 
The waves behind impel the waves before, 
lOOC Wide-rolling, foaming high, and tumbling to the (horc 
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Thus rank on rank the thick battalions throng. 

Chief urg'd on chief, and man drove man along : 

Far o'er the plains in dreadful order bright. 

The brazen arms refledb a beamy light. 
}I0Full in the blazing van great HtHor fhin'd. 

Like Mars commifllon'd to confound mankiad. 

Before him flaming, his enormous ihield 

Like the broad fun, illumin'd all the field ; 

His nodding helm emits a ilreamy ray ; 
51 f His piercing ^^^tz thro' all the battel ilray. 

And, while beneath his targe he fiafh'd along, 

Shot tenors round, that wither'd ev'n the ftrong. . 
Thus flalk'd he, dreadful ; death was in his look; 

Whole nations fear'd 5 but not ah Argvvt fhook^ 
020 The tow'ring A^ax^ with an ample jftridc 

Advanc'd the firft, and thus the chief defy'd. 
HeBcr! come on, thy emp^y threats forbear: 

*Tis not thy arm, 'tis thund'ring Jove we fear: . 

The ^11 of war to us not idly giv'n, 
^^f Lo! Greece is humbled not by Trcy^ but heav'n.. 

V. lOOjT. WUt-rQUmgi fismmg hiihi 4ni tmmkBng to tht fhere.J.. 
I haTc endeavoor'd in this verie to imioite die confufion, and 
iBokai GMod ol die ori^nal, which imagef the tumok and rcac* 
iog of many wacers. 

D 5 ^^ 
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m 

Vain are the liopes that haughty mind imparts. 
To force our fleet: Th£Gr$iks have hands, and hearts. 
Long e'er in flames our lofty nary fall. 
Your boafted city and your god-built wall 

1030 Shall fink beneath us, fmoaking on the ground > 
And ipread a long, unmeafur'd ruin round. 
The time ihall come, when chas'd along the plain 
Ev'n thou (halt call on Jove, and call m vain j 
Ev*n thou flialt Wi(h, to aid^ thy defp'rate courfe, 

1035* The wings of i^cons for thy flying horfe f 

Slialt run, foigctful of a warrior's fame> 

.While douds of fricadly duft conceal thy ihame. 

As 

V. 103 7« ChMk rffrkHdly li^.] A CritTdc might tike occafioQ 
from hence, to (peak of the exaft time of the year in which the 
a<^ons of the Ilhd are fojiposTd to have happened* And (accord- 
lag CO the grave manner of a learned Diflextator) begin by in^ 
forming us, thac he has found it muil be the fitmmer feafbn, from 
the frequent toeDtion mdde of clouds of dnfi : Tho' what be dif- 
covers ml^ht be full as well inferrM from common fenie^ the fum'* 
mer being the natural feafon for a campaign. However, he fhould 
^uote all thefe pafTages at large ; and -adding to the article of dufi 
as much as he can find of the fxveat of the heroes, ic might fill 
three pages veif much to his own farisfaf^ion. It would look 
well to obferve farther, that the fields are defcrib'd flowerya //. 2, 
V. J44* that the branches of a tamarisk- tree are £ourifliiiig4 //. >o. 
y. 537. that the warriors fometimes wa(h themselves in the (ea, 
JL 10. V. 674. and fometimes reirefli themfelves by cod breezes 
from the fea, //. 11. v. 762. that Dicmed fleeps out of his tent on 
the ground, //. 10. v. 170. that the flies are very bufy about the 
dead body of Pdtr'ecJms, Il.i^.v. 30. that jffoUo covers the body of 
J^//?«r with a doud to prevent Us being fcorch'd, //• 23. All this 

would 
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As thus he fpoke, behold, in open view. 
On founding wittgs a dexter eagle flew. 

1040 To Jove's glad Omen all the Grecims rife. 

And hail, with (houts, his progrcfs thro' the skies! 
Far-echoing clamours bound from fide to fidej 
They ccas'd ,•' and thus the chief of Tr<y reply'd. 
From whence this menace, this infulting fh^in ? " 

^^f Enormous boafler! doom'd to vaunt in vain. 
So may the Gods on HeSior life beftow, 
(Not that fhort life which mortals lead below. 



would prove the very thing which was (aid at firft, that it was 
fienmir. He might next proceed to enaulre, what precife critical 
time of fummrr? And here the mention of new-made honey in 
//.'ii, V. 771. mighcbe of great fervke in the inveftigation of 
this important matter : Ha would conje£hire from hence, that it 
muH be near the end of fummer, honey being feldom tiken till 
tliat dme ; to which having added the plague which rages in 
Iwok I. and remarked, that infeAions of that kind generally jro- 
ceed from the extrcmeft heats, which he?.ts are not rill near the 
amnmn; the learned enquirer might hug himfclf in this tiilcovery, 
and conclude with triumph. 

If any one think this too ridiculous to have been ever put in 
praftice, he may fee what 'Bojfn has done to determine the prccifc 
feafon of the c/Eneidj Ub. 3. ch, 12. The memory of that learn- 
ed Critijk fairJ him, when he proiuc'd as one of the proofs 
that it was autumn, avpaflage in the d* book, where the fall 
of the leaf is only mentiqn'd in zfimik. He has alfb found out 
a beauty in Homety which few even erf his greateft admirers can 
believe he intended; which is, that to the vitdence zndfurj of the 
iliad he artfully adapted the heat oi ftanmtri but to the OdyJJey the 
»o/er aiKl maimer (eafbn of antmnni to correff ond >vith the fedatt^ 
^ and ftMuUmt of Ufyjfes. 

D 4 ^\ax 
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But fiich u tbole of 7«vt's high lineage born, 
The blue-ey'd maid, or He that gilds the mom.) 
As this dccifire daf {hall end the f^me 

lOJO Of Qftttt, and Argot be no more a nime. 
And thOu, imperious! if thy madnefs wait 
The lance of ^&ar, thou (halt meet thy &te : 
That giant coric, extended on the Ihore, 
Shall largely fiaft the fowls V7ith fet and goM. 

y^SS He £dd, and like a lion Jlalk'd along: 

With Ihoutf incefSmt earth and ocean rung. 
Sent from his foll'wing boft; The Grtc'tm train 
With anTv/ring thundeis fill'd the echoing plain i 
A fhoat, that tore heav'ns concave, and above 

I0&> Sbook the fix'd IpIendDri of the throne ef >», 
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The A R G U M ]^ N T. 

jfuno deceives Jupiter by the Girdle of 

Venus. 

NEftor y2f//w^ at the tabU vnth Machaon, is alarmed, 
with the encreafing clamour of the war^ and ha- 
Jttns to Agamemnon : On his wty he meets that Prince 
vith Dioipcd and Tllyflcs, whom be informs of the ex^ 
tremty of the danger^ Agamemnon frofofes to make their 
efcafe hy nighty which Ulyfles withftandsj to which Diomed 
adds hts advice, that, wounded as they were, they JJjould 
go forth and encourage the army with their prefence 5 which 
advice is purfued, Juno feeing the partialis of Jupitet- to 
. the Trojans, forms a defign to ofver-reach him 3 flje fets ^ 
her charms with the utmoft care^ and (the mere fur ely to 
enchant him) obtains the magick girdle of Venus. She th$n 
applies herfelfto the God of Slee'p, and with fame difficHlfy\ 
ferfuades him tofeal the eyes of Jupiter i this done, flje goes 
to mount Ida, where the God, at firft fight, is ravijh'd with 
her beautyy finks in her embraces, and is laid afieep, Nep- 
tune takes advantage of his flumber , and fuccours the 
Greeks : Heftor is ftruck to the ground with a prodi- 
gious fione by Ajax, ard carry" d off from the battel : Several 
aBions fucceed y till the Trojans much difirefs^ds are obliged 
to give way: The lejfer Ajax fignaUz.es himfelf in a parti- 
iukr manner^ 
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BUT nor the genial feaffl, nor flowing bow!, 
Cauld charm the cares of Kfftar's waCehfiil 
ftuli 
tin flartled csr^ th' encTMUng cries aftendj 
- Then thit, impatient, to bis wounded friend. 

What 

•The Pon, to advance the rharaSer of Nfffw, and give u« • 
taetSarmlm hii auiduf) ami drcumlpEflion, repielen:: him ai 
dfeply fblliciioui for die common £Ood : inihc very uEicIevi' mirth 
^. relizitiOQ fnun the mils of war, he it nil acLcniion to learn the 
tee andiOiie of the battel ; And thru' hii long ufe and (kill in 
DUitia] cvina, he judget fo>m the nature of the upnxi Aill en- 
cteabag, that the fortune of the diy ii held no longer in fuTpenle, 
but iiidin<'4 to one (Vie. Enfiaikini, 

V. I. 'But Btr lit imial fif/l.'] At the end of the n"" hoofc 
■- ■ D 6 we 
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5* What new alarm> divine IdachMn^ Glj, « 
What mijct events attend this mightj day ? 
Hark ! how the fhouts divide, and how fibey meet» 
And now come fill], and thicken to the fleet ! 
Here, with the cordial draught diipel thy care, 
10 Let Hecamede the fhrength'ning bath prepare, 
Refre/h thy wound, and cleanfe the dotted gore > 
While I th* adventures of the day explore. 
He laid 3 and ieizing Thrnfimede/ ihield, 
(His valiant ofi&pring) haflen'd to the field; 
I J* (That day, the fbn his father's buckler bore) 
Then fhatch'd a lance^ and iflU'd from the door. 
Soon as the proiped): open'd to his view. 
His wounded eyes the icene of fbrrow knews 



we left Neftor at the able with Machamu The attack •£ the leo- 
trencfamentf, defcrib'd thro' the \^ and i-f^ boolu, happen'd 
while N^m and Macham fat at the table ; nor is there any im- 
probability herein, fince there is nothing perfbrm'd in thoie two 
booksj but what might naturally happen in the fpace of two hours. 
Homer confiantly followrthe thread of his narratioo, and never 
fuffers his reader to forget the train of a^on, or the dme it em- 
ploys. Dader, 

V. 10. Let Hecamede the hath prepare,'] The cuflom of wemen 
•fficiating to men in the bath was udial in ttcient times. Exam- 
files are frequent in the Odjffey* And ic is not at all more odt^ 
«r to be fiieer'd at, than the cofbm now iis'd inFrmHc, of Wrts 
4k cbmnkra difffisg and undrcffing the Jadiei. 



Dire 
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Dire diiarray ! the tumult of the figHt,. 
20 The wall in ruins, and the Qneks in flight. 
As when old Ocean's filent furface fleeps. 
The waves, juft heaving on the purple deeps ; 



V. 21. .At. whm.M Ocean's Jilent fitrface Jleeps.\ There are fl« 
where more finjlh'd pi^res of nature* than thofe which Hwner 
draws in feveral of his comparifbns. The beauty however, of 
^me of theie will be loll to many, who cannot perceive the re* 
femblance^ having never had opportunity to obferve the things, 
themfelves. The life of this defaiption will be mod fenfible. to 
thofe who tiavebeenat (ea in a calm : In this condition the water is 
not entirely modonle(s> but iwells gently in fmooth waves^ which 
flu^ate backwards and forwards in a kind of balandng motion : 
This fhte-coDtimies tiU a> rifing wind gives ^'determination to the 
waves, and rolls 'em one certain way. There is fbu'ce any thing in 
the whole compals of nature that can more exa£llyrepre(ehtthe fbte 
of ankrelbluce mind* wavering between two^ifierent defignsi ^m^^ 
times inclining to theone, fbmetimes to the other, and then moving to 
that point to which its reicJutionis atlafldetermin'd. Every circum- 
flance of this oomparifbn is both beautiful and jufl ; and it is the 
more to be admir'd, becaufe it is very difficult to find ienfihle 
tnnges prpper to reprefent the motions of the mind ; wherefore 
we but rarely meet widi fudi compariibns even in the beft Poets. 
There U oDit of great beauty in Vhrgih upon a fubjed very like 
this, where he compares his hero's mind, agitated with a great 
variety and quick fucceffion of thoughts^ to a dancing- light leflac* 
ltd from a veflel of water in motion. 

CtmOs videm* maffte t$trarum flmSnat afiuy 

ji^m 4mhmmh nmm hm, ceteremt niau dividU iUm» 

InfsrteffM rafit varias, ferine emnU vtrfat, 

Skmt dfii€ trenudmm labris M Immen ahenis 

JM riftrcmffkfih dttt radt'oHiis imagtM UmM* 

Owmia ftrvUtst iMk Itcs ; jmnqme frnk Mtras 

Mriiitnrp fmmmiftn fmt UftuarU te&i, JeA 1 8, v. i^. 
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Whofe bay, the fleet unable to contain 

At lengthy befide the margin of the main. 

Rank above rank, the crowded ihips they moor^ 

Who landed firft lay highefl on the Ihore,) 
ij. J* Supported on their fpcars, they took their way. 

Unfit to fight, but anxious for the day. 

J^eficf^s approach akrm'-d each Grecian breail; 

Whom thus the Gen'ral of the hoil addreft.. 
O grace and glory of th'Achaian name! 
JO What drives thee, Nefior, from the field of famcT- 

Shall then proud He&or fee his boafl fulfiU*d, 

Our fleets in afhes, and our heroes kill'd? 

Such was his threat, ah now too fbon made good; 

On many a Grecian boibm writ in blood.. 



for he was (lain as he landed Br& of the Creeh, And accordingly^ 
we (hall fee in the 15*1* book, it is his fhip that is BxSt atiack'd by 
the TrojanSi as it lay the neareft to them. 

We may likewife guefs how it happensj that the fhips of Adal* 
ks were placed neareft to the Tea s for in the anfwer of jtckUlcs te 
Vlyjfes in the 9^^ book> v. 432. he mentions a naval expedition he 
had made while Agamemnm lay fafe in the camp : So chat his (hips 
at their return did naturally lie next the fea s which, without this 
confideration, might appear a flation not £0 becoming this hero's 
courage. 

V. 47. Neflor'x approach alamfd^ That fb laborious a perfbn as 
Neftor has been defcribed, to inde£iitigable} fb little indulgent cif his 
extreme age, and one that never receded from the battel, (hould 
approach to meet them ; this k was that fbuck the Princes with 
amaxemeacy whea they Aw he had kf( the field. Ettfiathim, 

Is 
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Jfls cir'ry heart inflam'd with equal rage 
Againfl your King, nor will one chief engage? 
And have I liv'd to iee with mournful eyes 
In cv'ry Qrt$k a new AchiUes riic ? 
Girenian Nejhr then. So Fate has wlll'di 

6q And all-confirimng Time has fate fulfiird. 
Not he that thunders from th' aerial bow'r^ 
Not yove himfelfy upon the paft has pow'r. 
The wall, our late inviolable bound. 
And beft defence, lies fmoaking on the ground: 

(^S Ev'n to the (hips their conqu'ring arms extend. 
And groans of {laughter*d Greeks to heav'n afcend* ^ 
On ^pecdj meafures then employ your thought; 
In fuch difbeis if coun&l profit ought ; 
Arms cannot much : Tho' Mars our fouls incite, 

70 Thefe gaping wounds withhold us from the fight. 
To him the Monarch. That our army bends. 
That Try triumphant our high fleet afcends. 
And that the rampart, late our furc^fl: trufl. 
And befl defence, lies fmoaking in the dufl:: 

7f All this from JVve's afflid^ive hand we bear. 
Who, far from uirgos, wills our ruin here. 
Paft are the days when happier Greece was blefl^ 
And all his fayouj^ all his aid conMj 

,jk Now 
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Now heav'n averlc, oar lands fi-oiii battel ttcsj 

80 And lifts the Tr6jim gfory to the skies. 

Ceafe we at length to wafte our blood ih vaiti. 
And launch what fliips lie neareft to the maini 
Leave thefe at anchor till the coming night: 
Then, if impetuous T>oy forbear the fight, 

8f Bring all to lea, and hoift each fail for flight. 

V. 81. Ceafe we at length, &c. ] jt^antetnnm either .does not 
Jcnow v-hat courfe to take in this diftrefs, or only (bunds the ien- 
timents of his nobles (as he did in the fecond book of the whole 
army.) He delivers himfelf firft after Nefior's fpeech, as it became 
a counfellor to do. But knowing this advice to be diflionourable, 
and unfifirabJe to the chara£ler he afliimes elfewhere l^^int /t»iV 
wtt TiXetfJiiff &c. and confidering that he fhould d6 no better than 
abandon his poft> when before hohai threatened the deierterswith 
death j he reduces his counfel into the form of a proverb, dif- 
guifing it as handfo^ly as he can under a fentenoe. It is better U- 
Jhun an evil, &c.. It is obfervablc too how he has qualify'd the ex- 
preflion : He df^s not fay, to flmn the battel, for that had been un- 
foldieriy j but he fijftens the phrale> and calls it, to (hun evil:^ 
And this word evil he applies twice together, in advifing them to 
leave the engagement. 

It is farther remark'd, that this was the nobleft opportunity for 
a General to try the temper of his officers i for he knew that in a 
calm of affairs, it was common with mofl people either out of 
flattery or refpedk to fubmit to their leaders : But in imminent 
danger, fear does not bribe them, but every one difcovers his very 
foul, valuing all other confidexations, in regard to his fafery, but 
in the fecond place. He knew the men he fpoke to were prudent 
perfons, and not eafy to call themfelves into a precipitate flight. 
He might likewife have a mind to recommend himfelf to his army 
by the means of his officers j which he was not very able to do 
of himfelf, angry as they ♦^ere^it him, for the affrbnt he had of- 
fered jichiUes, and by confequence thinking him the Author of all 
^beir ^efenc calamities. Epftathins, 

Better 
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from evik, wdl fbrefcen, to ran, 

pcrilh m the dan^ we may fliun, 

IS he. The fige VijfJ]is thus replies, 

anger fla(hM from his difciainful eyes. 

(hameRil words (unkingly as thou art) 

ym that trembling tongue, and timVous heart T 

a-e thy fway the curfc of meaner pow'rs, 

lou the ihame of any hoil hut ours ! 

J by yove endu*d with martial might, 

wght to conquer, or to fall in fight: 

t'rous combats and bold wars to wage, 

»y'd onr youth, and yet anploys our age. 

Tilt thou thus defert the Thjan plain? 

ave whole ftreams of blood been fpilt in rain! 

h bafe fcntencc if thou couch thy fear, 

it in whifpers, left a Xinek ihouU hAr. 

there a man fb dead to fame, who dares 

ink iuch meannei?, or the thought declares? 



. X>b were thy ft^ay the cmfi tf meaner ftm'rst 
Jtttd thm thefhame of any hofi bm ems, 

a noble complement to his country and to the Grecian ar- 
fticw that It was an itnpoiflibilSty for them to follow even 
eneral in any thing that was cowardly, or ihamfcftil s tho' 
'8 and lafeties of *em all were concerned in it. 



Aai 
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And comes it ev'n from him whofe fbv'rdgQ fwaj 

105 The banded legions of all Grtut obey ? 
Is this a Gen'ral's voice, that calls to flight. 
While war hangs doubtfid, while his fbldiers fight ^ 
What more could Tmyi What yet their fate denies 
Thou, giv'il the foe : all Gntct btcomes their prize^ 

1 10 No more the troops, (our hoi/led ^Is in view, 
Themfelves abandon^) (hall, the fight purfu«» 
Thy (hips firft flying with defpair (hall fee. 
And owe defbu^ion to a Prince like thee* 
Thy juft rq>roofs {Atrides calm replies) 

1 1 f Like arrows pierce me> for thy words are wi&* 
Unwilling as I am tolo& the hofb, 
I force not Gnece to quit this hateful coafl. 
Glad I iubmit, whoe'er, or young or old. 
Ought, mort conducive to our weal, unfold. 

T. 104, And comes it ev*n from him vritofe fit^reigri posf 
The hsmded hgions of all GrSbe obejF 
As who (hould fay, that another man might hvfeed h^e utta:*d 
the fame advice, but it could not be a perfon of prudence; or if 
be had prudence, he could not be a governour, but a private man -, 
or if a governour, yet one who had not a wellrdifciplin'd and o- 
bedient army ; or laftly, if he had an army fb condition'd, yet it 
could not be fb large and numerous an one as that of Agamemmiu 
This is a fine dimax, and of wonderfiil Ibrength. Emjiathim, 

Y. 1 18.. Whoe'er, or jomg, or old, &c.] This nearly refembles^ 
ancient cufiom at Athens, where in times of trouble and di(beis» 
every one, of what age or quality fbever, was invited to give m 
ki« opinion with freedomi by the pubUck cryer. EmPsthim. 
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> Tydides cut him fhort, and thus began. 
Such counfel if you feek, behold the man 
Who boldly gives it, and what he (hall fay. 
Young tho' he be^ difdain not to obey : 
A youth, who from the mighty lydeus springs, 

f May ipeak to Cotmcils and afTembled Kings. 
Hear then in me the great OEmJes* fbn, 
Whofc honoured duft (his race of glory run) 
Lies whdm'd in ruins of the TheSan wall; 
Brave in his life, and glorious in his fall. 

oWith three bold fbns was gcn'rous Trothms blcft. 
Who Tleurm^s walls and Cafydon pofleft; 

▼. 120.] This fpeech of Dionad is fiamraUy iiicroduced» be^if 
ning with an an(wer> as if he had been call'd upon to give hit 
Advice. The coimfel he propofes was that alone wluch could be 
•f any real iervice in their prefent exigency : However, fince h« 
ventures to advife where Ulyjfes is at a lofs} and Neflor himfetf fi- 
Irat, he thinks it proper to apologize for this liberty by reminding 
them of his birth and deicent, hoping thence to add to his coun- 
^ a weight and authority which he could not from his years and 
cxpe^oce. It can't indeed be deny'd that this hiilorical digrefCon 
ieems mose out ef feafbn than any of the fame kind which we (o 
frequently meet with in Homer, fince his birth and parentage mujft 
lave been fufificiently known to all at the fiege> as he here tellf 
them. This muA be own'd a defe& not altogether to be excused 
iff the Poet, but which may receive fbme alleviation, if coniider'd 
tt a fault of cemperament. For he had certainly a flrong inclina- 
tkn to genealogical flones> and «» frequently takes occafion to 
Stadfycbis humour. 

1, MftU& 
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Melas and Agtiuf^ but (who furpaft 
The reft in courage) OUneus was the laft. 
From him, my Sire, From Calydon expell'd» 

^SfHe paft to jlrgos^ and in exile dwell'd j 

The Monarch's daughter there {£o Jove ordain'd) 
He won, and fiouriih'd where Adrafim reign'd : 
There rich in fortune's gifts, his acres tilled. 
Beheld his vines their liquid harvefl: yield, 

140 And numerous flocks, that whiten'd all the field. 
Such Tydeus was, the fbremoft once in fiime! 
Nor lives in Greece a Granger to his name. 
Then, what for common good my thoughts ioipire 
Attend, and in the ion, reipe£b the fire. 

14f Tho' fixre of battel, tho' with wounds oppred^ 

tiCt each go forth, and animate the reft, 

Advi 



▼. 1 35". Ue fled to Argo«.] This is a very artful colour: 
calls the flight of his father for killing one of his brothers^ 
>veUitig and dweUing at Argos, without mentioning the cauie 
occafion of his retreat. What immediately follows (fo Jovi 
daiffi) does ndt only contain in it a diiguife of his aime» b 
a juft motive likewile for our companion. Eufiathms, 

V. 146. Let eath ^e farth and animate the reft,"] It is wor 
remark) with what management and difcretion the Poet hashroi 
diefe four Kings> and no more* towards the engagement, i 
thcie are fufficicnt alone xo perform all that he requires. For . 
tor propofcs to them to enquire, if there be any way or nu 
which prudence can direft for their fecurity. Agamemnon atten 
to difcover that method. Uljjfes refutes him^ as one whofe j 

X 
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Advance the glory whidhkc caao^t (hare, 

Tho] not j)artak cr, witne is of the war. 

But kft new wounds on wounds o'crpowcr us quite, 
^ JO Beyond the miflile jav'iin's ibunding fligiit. 

Safe let us &andi and from the tumult far, 

iDfpire the ranks, and rule the dlAant war. 
He added not : The M'ning Kings obey, 
I Slow moving 0115 jitrides leads the wa^. 
WfThc God of Ocean (to inflame their rage) 

Appears a Warrior furrow'd o*cr with agej 

Prcft in his own, the Gen'ral's hand he tool;:* 

And thus the venerable Hero fpoke. 
Atridesy \o ! with what difclainful eye 
tioJchUks fees his couutrcy's forces fly : 

Blind impious man ! whofe anger is his guide. 

Who glories in imutterable pride. 

So may he perifh, fb may y<yvi difclaim 

The wretch relentlefi, and overwhelmed with ihame! 



thod was diflioDourable, but propofes fio other proj«&. Diemed 
fapplies that deficiency, and (hews what muft be done : That 
^rounded as they are, they (hould go forth to the battel ; for tho' 
they were not able to engage, yet their prefence would re-eftabliHi 
thdr afliurs by detaining in arms thole who might otherwife quit 
tbe field. This coun£d is etnbnc'd> and readily obey'd by the refl. 



I 
I 

" 
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idyBut hcav'n fbriakes not thee: 0*cr yonder fands 
^oon (halt thou view the fcatter'd Trojan bands 
Flj^diveriej while j»-oud Kings, and Chiefs renown'd^ 
Driven heaps on heaps, with clouds involved around 
Of rolling duft, their winged wheels employ 

1 70 To hide their ignominious heads in Tray. 

He fpoke, then rufhM amid the warring crews 
And ient his voice before him as he flew. 
Loud, as the fhout encountrmg armies yield, 
When twice ten thouiand fhake the laboring field; 

17^ Such was the voice, and flich the thundering found 
Of him, whofe trident rends the fblid ground. 
Each Argive bofbm beats to meet the fight. 
And grizly war appears a pleafing fight. 
Meantime Saftsmia from Olympus* brow, 

180 High-thron*d in gold, beheld the fidds below; 

Witk 



V. 179. The /lory of Jupiter and Juno.] I don't know a boklfr 
fi£lion in all antiquity* than this of Jfipiter*s being deceiv'd and laid 
afleep>or that has a greater air of impiety and abfurdity. 'Tis anob- 
iervationof Monf.de St,Evremond upon the ancient poets, which e- 
very one will agree to: «* That it is furprizing enough to find them 
<* lb fcrupulous to preferv* probability, in anions purely human; 
« and fb ready to violate it in reprefenting the actions of die 
« Gods. Even thofe who have fpoken moie fagely than the reft, 
•« ©f their nature, could not forbear to fpeak extrav^antly of 
« their conduft. When they eltablilh their being and their at- 
« tributes, they make them immortal inljmce, ahnighty, peir- 
.. « feaiy 



Book XIV. HOMERs ILIAD. $t 

With joy the glorious conflidb (he fiirvey*d. 

Where her great brother gave the Grecians aid. 

But pkc^ «loft on Ida's fhady height 

She fees her ^ave, and trembles at the fight. 

^ yave 

« ftStly Wife, and pfrfe£tty good : But the moment they reprefent 
*' them zQmgj there's no weakness to whidi they do not make 
" 'em fioop, and no folly or wickednefis they do not make 'era 
** commit." The (ame author anfwers this in another place by 
remarking, " That truth was not the inclination of the fffft ages : 
" a fboliOi lye or a lucky falOiood gave reputation to impdlora^ 
'* and pleafure to the credulous. 'Twas the whole fecret of the 
** great and the wife, to govern the fimple and ignorant herd* 
■ ** The vulgar, who pay a profound reverence to myflerious errors 
** would have defpifed plain truth, and it was thought a piece of 
** prudence to deceive them. All the difcourfes of the ancient» 
** were fitted to (b advantagious a defign. There was nothing t* 
** be ieen but fi&ions, allegories* and fimilitudes, and nothing wac 
** to appear as it was in itfelf. 

I muh needs, upon the whole, as far as I can judge, give ap 
tiie morality of tbis fable i but what colour of excufe for it Homer 
might have from ancient tradition, or what myflical or allegorical 
lenfe might atone for the appearing impiety, is hard to be afcer* 
tain'd at this difiant period of time. That there had been before 
hit age a tradition of Jt^iter's being laid aOeep, appears from the 
ftory'of Hercnies at Coos, referr'd to by our author, v. 28/. There 
is alio a pafiage in Diodortts, lib, i. r. 7. which gives fbme Imal 
light to thif fi&ion. Among ether reafbns which that hiflorian 
lays down to prove that Homer travell'd into c/^yph he alledget 
this pa&ge of the interview of Jttfiter and Jmo, which he %s 
was grounded upon an e/£gyptian fe(tiyal> wherem the m^tial cere-' 
mmUs of thefe ttfo deities were celebrated, at which time both their to- 
benuclesi adtimed with all forts of flowers, are carrfd by thefriejh f 
the top rf a high imtmtdn. Indeed as the greatefl part of she cere- 
monies of the ancient religions confifted in ibme fymbolical repr«« 
ftntations of certain a6^ions of their Gods, or rather deify'd mor- 
als, fo a great pare of ancient poetiy cooiified in cIm defaiptioo 
Vol.* IV. £ ^ 
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il%Sy(nfe to deceive, what methods fhall (he try. 

What arts, to blind his all-beholding eye ? 

At length fhe trufts her pow'r 5 reiblv'd to prove 

I The old, yet ftill fuccefiful, cheat of love ; 

Againfl 



•f the a£lion8 exhibited in thofe ceremonies. The loves of Vtnm 
and Adonis are a remarkable infhmce of this kind, which) tho' un- 
der different names> were celebrated by annual reprefentationsj as 
veil in z/E^yft as in feveral nations of Greece and Apa : and to 
the images which were carry'd in thefe feftivals> feveral andent 
poets were indebted for their moft happy dcfcriptions. If the truth 
of this obfervarion of Diodorns be admitted, the prelent paflage 
Vrill appear with more dignity, being grounded on religion j and 
&e conduct of the poet will be more juilifiable, if that* which has 
been generally counted an indecent wanton fiftion, fliould prove to 
be the reprdfentation of a religious (blemnity. Confidering the 
great ignorance we are in of many ancient ceremonies, there may 
be probably in Homer many incidents entirely of this nature » 
wherefore we ought to be referv'd in our cenfures> left what we 
decry as wrong in the Poet, fliould prove only a fault in his reli- 
gion. And indeed it wouU be a very unfair way to tax any peo- 
ple, or any age whatever, with grofsnefs in general, purely from 
the grofs or abfurd ideas or pra£lices that are to be found in their 
religions. 

In the next place^ if we have recourfe to allegory, (which fof- 
tens and reconciles every thing) it may be imagined that by the 
congrefs of Jupiter and Juno, is meant the mingling of the dther 
and the air (which are generally faid to be fignifyM by thefe two 
deities.) The ancients believ'd the £ther to be igneous, and that 
by its kind influence upon the air, it was the caufe of all vegeta- 
tion: To which nothing more exactly correfponds, than the 6€Uon 
•f the earth putting forth her flowers Immediately upon this con- 
grefs. Virgil has fome lines in the fecond Gewgidihax feem a per- 
fe& explanation of the fable into this fenfe. In defcribing the 
fpring, he hints as if fbmething of a vivifying influence was at 
that time fpread from the upper heavens into the air. He calls 
1 Ji*$ittt 
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Againft his wiiHom to oppo(e her charms. 
And lull the Lord of Thunders in her arms. 



'.Jupiter exprefly c^thert and reprefents him operating upon bl$ 
fpoufe for the produ£lion of all things. 

Tttm pater mnntpotem fcecnndis imbribus dther 
Conjf^is in gremio Ut£ defcendih ^ omnes 
Magnus alit, magna tommiKtm carporet faetut* 
Tartfgrit omnis ager,8cc. 

^t, be all this as it will, it is certain, that whatever may be 
thought of this fable in a theological or philolbphical view, it is 
one of the moft beautifiil pieces that ever was produc'd by Poetry, 
l^either does it want its moral : An ingenious modern writer 
(whom I am pleas'd to take any occafidn of quoting) has given in 
us in thefe words. 

" This paffage of fTomer may fuggeft abundance of inftrufilon 
** to a woman who has a mind to preferve or recall the afFe£tion 
'*«.of her husband. The care of her peribn and drefs, with tha 
**' particular blandilhments woven in the Ceflfssy are fb plainly re- 
" commended by this fable, and lb indifpenfably neceflary in eve- 
V ry female who defires to pleafe, that they need no farther expla- 
"** nation. The difcretion likiewife in covering all matrimonial 
•* quarrels from the knowledge of others, is taught in the prerend- 
ed vifit to Tethp, in the fpeech where Jttm addrefTes herfelf to 
yentts J as the chafle and prudent management of a wife's charms 
is intimated by the fame pretence for her appearing before Jm- 
** piteTi and by the concealment of the Cefitts in her^ bofom. I 
** (hall leave this tale to the conGderation of fuch good houfewives 
" who are never well drefs'd but when they are abroad, and think 
•* it necefl&ry to appear more agreeable to all men living than their 
<« husbands ; As alfo to thofe prudent ladies, who, to avoid the 
" appearance of being over-fond, entertain their husbands with 
^» indifference, averfion, fuUen filence, or exafperating language. 



%^\Sx. 



■« 
■ft 



5J14 -HOMERs ILIAD. Book XIV. 

' Swift to her bright apartment fhc repairs. 

Sacred to drcfe, and beauty's pleafing cares: 

With skill divine had Vukan form'd the bow'r. 

Safe from acceis of each intruding pow'r. 

ipf Touch'd with her iccrct key, the doors unfold; 

Sclf-clos'd behind her (hut the valves of gold. 

Here firfl fhe bathes \ and round her body pours 

Soft oil of fragrance, and ambroiial fhow'rs : 

The 

V. 191. :Smft to her bright apartment Jbe repatrSt &c.J Tha pal- 
fage may be of confxleration to the Ladies, and* for their lakes, I 
cake a little pains to obferve upon it. Homer cells us chac the very 
Goddefles, who are all over charms, never drefs in fight of any 
one: The Queen of Heaven adorns herfelf in private, and the 
doors lock after her. In Homer there are no J>iexx des RueUest no 
Gods are admitted to the toilette. 

I am afraid there are fbme earthly Ooddefles of leis prudcnce> 
who have loft much of the adoration of mankind by the contrary 
pra^ice. Lncretius (a very good judge in gallantry) prefcribes as 
a cure to a de/perate lover, the frequent fighc of his mifbreis un- 
drcfs'd. Jtttio herfelf has fufFer'd a little by the very Mnfes peep- 
ing into her chamber, fince fome nice criticks are ihock'd in diis 
place of Homer, to find that the Goddefs wa(hes herfelf, which pre- 
ieots fbme idea as if (he was dirty. Thofe who have ddicacy will 
profit by this remark. 

v. 198. Soft oijs of fragrance.'] The pra^ice of Jnno in anoint- 
ing her body with perfumed oils, was a remarkable part of anci- 
ent Cefmeticksy tho' entirely difufed in the modern arts of dre!>. It 
may poffibly offend the nicenefs of modern ladies; but fuch of *em 
,a< paint, ought to confider that this praftice might without much 
f rearer difficulty, be reconciled to cleanlinefs. This paflage js a 
cleav inftance of the anciquity of this cuftom, and clearly deter- 
iTiincs againft P//«jr, who is of opinion that it was not fo ancient 
;/s rhoCe fJm«s, where> fpeakjng of perfum'd unguents^ he fays. 
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The winds pfrftim*d, the balmy gale convey 
^OCXThro* htav'n, thro* earth, and all th* aerial way; 
Spirit divine! whofe exhalation greets 
The -feafe of Gods with more than mortal fweets. 
Thus while fltc hrcath'd of heav'n, with decent pride 
Her^artfiil liaads the radiant treiles ty'd » 

PSrt 



S^sfrimms hwemrh mn tradittfT', Iliacts tempori^ui nm erjhtA.iJ* 
C'l. fiefides the cu^m of anoincing Kings among the Jewty 
ivluch the Chriilians nare borrow'd} there are (eyeral allufions in 
die CM Tefiamenc which fliew that this praftice was thought or- 
namental among them. The lySiAw/ifpeaking of the gifts of Gai, 
nencioiis wine suul oil, the former to make glad the heart of man> 
■fid the latter to give him a chearful countenance. It (Lems moft 
fCobaUe that this was aU eaftern inventions agreeable to the luxu- 
ry of the jijuhicksi among whom die moft proper ingredients for 
Aeie iingucnta were produc'dj from them this cuftont was pro- 
V^&ui among thfe Romans^ by whom it wa* efteem'd a pkafur* 
of a veryTefin'dhaCBte; VWioever is curious to fee inflances of 
*«ircxpence and delicacy therein, may be fatisfy'd in the three 
.™ cfaa^tera of the thirteenth book of Flh^i natural hiflory. 

▼• 203. Thus while /he breath'd of hesv*n> &c.] We have here a 
compleat'piAure from head to foot of the drefs of the Ks/r Sett^ 
■M of the mode between two and three Aoufand years ago. May 
I have leave to obferve the great fimplidty of JFiww's dref«, in cooj- 
parilbn with die innumerable equipage of a modem toilette ? Thf 
Coddefi, even when flie is fetting herfelf out on the greateft OBca* 
fion» has only her own locks to tie, a white veil to call over them» 
t^mantle to dreis her whole body, her pendaots» and her iandals* 
This the Poet exprefly fays was ail her drefs, [•«»?« xaV/isr > ] aiyi 
One may reafbnably conclude it was all that was ufed by the great- 
eft Princefles and fineft beauties of thofe times. The good Emfi^k' 
thins 18 ravUh'd to find> that here are no wafites for the face, no 
to for cfee luir, and none of thofe arti£k:ial embelliflunepts finee 

E 5 \3BW 



Part o'er her Ihouiaers w ,^,^^^^^ 

«ve • he olfo re)0ic«! f ^d. One m^V f!«*„u ^ t^ 

cept (he can be ™ g„„^s m ^ j^ p^ie 

»>« P^*%fi.«*» al'^'V. fo'P^'^^^' ;^: find their ^^.^ j]^ 
As the ^f'f'" and luxury- fo ^ -,$ a va»»6; ^^^ nuor 

in the contrary particular or t" -^^J^^*^ r ♦»,«> tM»» 

ter ana ufeleW«V^ „, this of »•««; „,,„ 4»<i "^ ,fc, ». 
very -eU -^^^r.*"' /«'' ::C/'«"""' 'L"i^f-^ "" r' 

**" « "^TlTelaa to ask «b«j!^r;,? 1 ^f^of J""" ^ 
'"l^?;^andweU-»«i^« *^°^««niff^y.*Vt ,be ch» 

-.,,rh more co^P ^je better c . ^ ipea«w 
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^ V Tt-ttiooat; That ^ -^ ^f tbe jr«r - ^^ 
ferv'd-, ana r jjoous. " Ai,„r contn*^" ifoeakoi^ 

''^■*«^Tt;rf^'"8^''"'l ief-em follow *e m"* 
*«*» * ^\Ath tl'' "*® 
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Around her next a hcav'niy mande flowed. 
That rich vi'ith Tallas^ labour'd colours glow'dj 
Large claQ>s of gold the foldings gathered roundj 

210 A golden zone her fwclling boibm bound. 
Far-beaming pendants tremble in her ear. 
Each gemm ilium in'd with a triple ftar. 
Then o'er her head Ihe cafts a veil more white 
Than ncw-faH'n fhow, and dazling as the light*^ 

UfLaft her fair feet celeflial iandals grace. 

Thus iiTuing radiant, with majeflic pace, 

Forth fi-om the dome.th' imperial Goddefs moveiTi 

And calif the Mother of the Smikt and Xav9u 

How 



▼. aj6. Thus ijfming raeiianU &&] ThtM the Goddefs come* 
from her apar(menc> againft her fpou&> in compleat armour. The 
pleafures of women moftlji prevail by pure cunning, and the artfiil 
management of their perfons \ for there is but one way for thf 
weak to fubdue the mighty, and that is by pleafure. The Poet 
fliews at the &me time^ that men of underfhmding are not ma- .« 
fier'd without a great deal of artifice and addreis. There are bur 
three ways whereby ^o overcome another, by violence, by perfua- 
fion, or by craft: Jt^iter was invincible by main force i to think 
of perHiading was as fruitkrs} after he had pafs'd his nod to ^chil" 
Us', therefore Juno was obliged of neceffity to turn h«r thoughts 
entirely upon crafts and by the force of pleafure it is, chat ihe ia* ' 
Glares and manages the God. Enpathins. 

V. 218. And calls the Mother of the Smiles ^md Loves.] Not- 
withftanding all the pains Jnno has been at, to adorn herfelf, fhe 
is dill cpnfcious that neither the natural beauty of her perlon, nor 
Che artificial one of her diefi, will be fufficient to work apon a 

£ 4 UM&^!y^3Qiii«* 
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How long (to Vtnm thus apart fhe cry'd) 
^•O Shall human fbrifes celefiial minds divide? 
Ah yet» will Vitms aid SMuma^s joy. 
And iet afide the cauie of Gntut and Dvv^ 

Husband. She therefore has recourfe to the Cefim of Vemu^ u a 
kind of love-charm> not doubting to enflame his mind by ma^d 
imcbantmmti a folly which in all ages has poftft her lex. To 
procure this, flie applies to the Goddefs of Love : from whom 
hiding her real defign. under a /<B(gn*<fy?«i7, (another propriety in the 
charaftcr of the fair) (he obtains the valuable prcfent of this wonder- 
working girdle. The allegory of the Cffims lies very open, tho* the 
impertinencies of EMflathins on this head are linfpeakable : In it 
•re comprized the moft powerful incmthts to love, as well as the 
ftrongefl ejfeOs of the paffion. The juft admiration of this paffage 
kas been always lb great and univerfal, that the Cefius of VenM is 
Become proverbial. The Beauty of the lines which in a few 
words comprehend this agreeable fi^^ion^ can fcarce be equaH'd-: 
So beautiful an original has produc'd very fine i mi tations> wherein 
we may observe a few additional figures* expreffing ibme of the 
Improvements which the affe6fation, or artifice of the fair fex> 
have introduced into the art of love fince Homer's days, Tajfo has 
finely imitated this defcription in the magical girdle of Anmd^ 
0i€rufakmme Hieraia. Cant. i5. 

Veneri Sdigaii e placid^ e tranqmllt 
Repmlfti e cari vexaJ* e Uete paci» 
Sorrifii parrolette, e doUiftille 
DifUntOi efifiir tronchi, emollibacu 

MonC Je U Moite't imitation of this fi£Uon is likewiie wonder' 
iuUy beautifiiL 

^f tiffth le fimhoUt & U camfe ^ U fw^ 
DupHtfmr d* I* 49nofrr, dm chsmu defes lotte. 
ElU emfian.mt lesytwc, de cei ardem qm tomche; 
^m [ftmirt tm^^ntmrt tlii snimc la Inmhe:, 
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Let kesLv'n's dread Emprefs (Cytheria faid) 
Speak her reqiicfl, and deem her will obey'd. 

Uf Then grant me (faid the Queen) thoile.conquering charms*. 
That pow'r, which mortals and immortals warms. 
That love, which melts mankind in: fierce defire5,=> 
And bums the ^nsof heav'a with iaqred fires h 
For lo ! I hafle to ihofe remote abodes, 

^3^ Where the great parents (facred iburce of Gods !) 
Or«M»i and.'2^/^i their old empire keep, . 
On the lafl limits -of the laad and deep. 

Paffunne la vmx, en sdoucit les fons» 

Prfte ces tottrs hewemx, plus forts qne Us raifms ; 

In^irji p^m touchert ces- tendres firatagemesy 

C(rt refns attiram, fecueil des fages memes. 

Et U natmre enjiny j voidnt renfertntTa 

Tout ce qui perfuadci ^ ce qsUfait aimer. 

En f Tenant u tijfn» que Venus M prefente- - 
Jurnn v^gtut que hellt-t eUe devlent cbarmante* 
Les gracesi c^ les ris, les plaifirSi «^ Us jeux, 
Surpris cherchent Vemiti doutent qui Peft des deutc* 
JJantQur mime trompe, trouve Junon plus belle y.. 
Etfon arc d la maitiy deja vole apres etle* 

^encen in hrr fourth book. Canto j. dcfctibcS a gifdlff of r?/;«# 
•f a very different nature ^ fpr as this had -the power to ra'ife up 
boie de^s in othersj that had a more wonderful faculty to ^p' 
prefs them in tke perfim that-wore it; Bat it had a moll dreadiul- 
quality, to bucH afunder whenever tied aboiu any but a chaile bor- 
fcm. Such a giirdle, 'tis to be f«ared, 'would J)roduce effefli Very 
different from the other : Homer's Ceftus would be a peace-maker 
to reconcile man and wife ; but Spencer's Ceftus would probably^ 
4eQioy the good agreement of many a happy coupie* 
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In their kind arms mj tender years were J)aftr 
"What-time old Saturn^ from C^ympfts caft, 

235* Of upper heav*n to fove iicfign'd the reign, 

Whclm'd under the huge naafs of earth and main. 
For fh-ife, I hear, has made the union ceafe. 
Which held fo long that ancient pair in peace. 
What honour; and what love fhal^ I obtain, 

240 If I compose thofe fatal feuds again? 

Once more their minds in mutual ties engage. 
And what my youth has ow*d, repay their ag€. 

She faid. With awe divine the Queen of Love 
Obey'd the fifter and the wife of fove: 

2-4 J* And from her fragrant breaft the Xone unbrac'd. 
With various skill and high embroid'ry grac'd. 
In this was ev'ry art, and ev*ry charm. 
To win the wifcft, and the coldefl; warm: 
Fond love, the gentle vow, the gay defire, 

25*0 The kind deceit, the iliU-reviying fire, 

Perfuafive ipeech> and more perfuafive iigh^ 
Silence that ipoke, and eloquence of eyes. 
This on her hand the C^frian Goddefs laid; 
Take this, and with it all thy wiih, ihc fiid : 



S^itli 
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Jfy With {miles (he took tlie charm; and fmiling prcft 
The powVfiil Cefim to her foowy.breaft. 

Then Vmm to the courts oi.Jove "v^ithdrew; 
Whilft from Ofympus pleas'd Satuma flew. 
O'er high Pier/a thence her couric ihe bore, 

l6o O'er fair Bmathia*s ever pleafing Ihore, 

O'er H4N9mt hills with fnows eternal crown'd : 
Nor once her fljing foot approach'd the ground. 
Then taking wing from Afhos' lofty fteep. 
She fpeeds to Lemnos o'er the rowling deep, 

^6f And fecks the cave of Death's half-brother, Sletp. 

Sweet 



V. ^SS^ — " — '^nd prefl The pw^rfnl Ceftns to her fm»y breafi^ 
Eiifiatkius takes notice, that the word Cefi«s is not the name> biic 
epithet only, of Venns's girdle i tho* the epithet has prevail'd fb 
6ur as to become the proper name in common ufe. This has hap- 
pen*d to others of our Author's epithets ; the word Pjuf^nty is of the 
fame nature. Vetms wore this girdle below her neck, and in open 
fight, but Jum hides it in her bofbm, to (hew the difeence of 
the two charafters : It fuits well with Vemts to make a ihew •£ 
whatever is engaging in her ; but Jnnoi who is a matxxm of pni- 
dence and gravity, ought to be more modeft. 

V. 263. She fpeeds to Lemnos o*er the rolling deep, 

jindfeeks the cave of Death's half-brother^ Sleep.} 
In this fi£bion Hcmer introduces a new divine perlbnage : It does 
not appear whether this God of Sleep was a God of Homer's crea- 
tion, or whether his pretenfions to divinity were of more ancient 
date. The Poet indeed fpeaks of him as of one formerly a£tive in 
fome heavenly tranlaftions. Be this as it will, lucceeding Poeto 
have always acknowledged his^itle. Virgil would not let h3Sz/£fuid 
be Without a perfon fb proper for poetical machinery ^ tho* he has 
employ'd hisa with much te6 art than bis m«fier>fiocf be appears 
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Sweet {leafing Sleep! {SutumM dnu began) 
Wfao jpread'ft th/ empire o'er each God and Man; 



If 



Sn the fifth book without provocation or commifnon* only to de- 
llroy the Tr9]m Fitot. The criticks, who cannot fee all the alle- 
gories which the commentators pretend to find in Homer's divini- 
ties, muft be obliged to acknowledge the reality and propriety of 
this; fincc evtry thing that is here faid of this iraagintry Deity if 
juftly applicable to Sleep. He is called the 'Brother of Death; laid 
to be pfotefted by Mght : and is employed very naturally to lull a 
imsband to reft in the embraces of his wife s which eflFe^ of this 
nnjwgal opiate, even the modeft Virgil ha^ remarked in the perlbns 
•f Vm!um and f^wM» probably with an. eye to this paflage of Homer: 

-Placidamqme petirit 



Conjt^is infufus grtmio per membra foporem, 

Vm 265. 7i Lemnos.] The commentators are hard put to iti to 
give a reaibn why Jtmo feeks for Sieep in Lemnos. Some findifig 
«ut that Lemnos anciendy abounded with wine> inform us that if 
was a proper place of reiidence for him> wine being naturally a 
{Teat provoker of Sl«ep. Others will have ic> that ihis God being 
in love with Pajithai, who refided with her fiiler the wife of 
VidcMi, \n Lemnos, it was very probable he might be found haunt- 
ing near his miftrefs. Other commentators perceiving the weakr 
neis of thefe conje^hiresi williiave It that Jtmo met Sleep here by 
mere accident; but this is contradictory, to the whole thread of the 
narration. But who knows whether Homor might not de(ign this 
fi£lion as a piece of raillery, upon the fluggilhnefs of the Lemnians; 
tho' thir character of them does not appear? A kind of fatyr like 
that of Jtriofto, who makes the Angel find Difiord in amonafierj^? 
Or like that of 'Boilean in his Lutrin, where he places MoUeJJe in^ 
a- d(^micory of the monks of St.!B^iMr^f 

V. 266. Sweet-pleafing Sleep, ^c,'] F/V^i7 has cepied< (bme part q£ 
fhis converlation between, jf*"* and. Slcip, where he introduces the 
iuM Goddefs making a tequeft to%/£a/»x» Scaliger, who is always- 
«tger .ta deprecate Homer, and zealous to praife his favourite Au* 
Aoifo to iKghl^ ceoHtfci Ukss pafl^e ;. Utn. aocwUhftaxKiing thi& 

«ij«i«k> 
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If e'er obfeqvfious t6 thy ywM^% wilL 
Pow'r of Slumbers ! hear, and favour ftill. 
70 Shed thy fbft dews on Jcve's immortal eyes; . 
While funk in love's entrancing joys he lies. 
fi jfplendid footftool, and a throne, that (bine 
gold unfading, Smms^ ihall be thinei 

The 



iritick'f jodgment, an impartial reader will find* T don't doobt 
much more art and beauty in the original than the copy. In the 
former! Jtma endeavours to engage SUef in her defign by the pro- . 
mife of a proper and valuable prelent -, but having formerly nm a 
great hazard in a like attempt> he is not prevaiPd upon. Hereup- 
on tlie Goddl^ knowing his paiHon for one of the graces^ engages 
to give her to his defires : This hope brings the lover to confeht, 
but not before he obliges J«m to confirm her promiie by an oath 
tn a moft iolemn manner, the very words and ceremony whereof 
he prefbibes to her*. Thefe are all beautiful and poetical circum- 
fiances, moft whereof are untouch'd by Virgily and which Scattgtr 
therefore calls low and vulgar. He only makes Jmno demand a fa- 
vour from c/£olms9 which he had no reafon lorefofc; and promife 
turn a reward, which it does not appear he was food of. The 
Latin VoetbM indeed with great judgment added one circumftance 
ttnceming the promife of children. 



& pddir^ faddt te pfU farmtm. 



And this \$ very conformable to the religion of the jRism^n^amon^ 
whom Jtaio was fuppos'd to prefide over human births j but it 
does not appear flie had any fuch office in the Greek theology. 

V. 272. jffflenJid foot^ool^ Notwith(fending the cavils of JVa- 
igeti it may* be allow*d that an eafy chatf wa; no improper pre- 
£it for Sieepr^ Ai 00 the footftooU Madam Dacter*i obfervation is 
a very jufl one; that befides its ^ing a conventencyt it -was a mtifk. 
9ikmuM9 vAwuhikom £reieacing any low or trivial idea- 
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The work of Vulcan s to indulge thy eaie, 
27f When wkie and feafts thy golden humours pleafc. 
Imperial Dame (the balmy pow*r replies) 

Great Sof urn's heir, and emprefs of the skies ! 

O'er other Gods I fpread my eafy chain ; 

The Sire of all, old OcMn^ owns my reign, \ 

2.80 And his hu(h'd waves lie iilent on the main. 

But how, unbidden, fhall I dare to deep 

J(yw*$ awful temples in the dew of flcep ? 



Tis upon that account we find it fb frequently mentlon*d in Icri; 
tuiej where the earth is callM the footjiool of the throne of God, 
Jeremiah, Judxa is call'd (as a mark of diflind^ion) the fbotflc 
of the feet of God. Lament, 2. v. l. jind he remembered mt t 
fiotjfool of his feet, in the day of his wrath. We fee here the fiu: 
image) founded no doubt upon the fame cuftoms. Dader, 

V. 279. The Sire of ally old Ocean.] ^^ Homer (fays Plmtarch) a 
•* the fea Father of AU, with a view to this do6brine> that 
«' things were generated from water, Thales the Milejjon, t 
<< head of the loniclt itSt, wKo%ems to have been the £irfl auth 
** of Philolbphy, affirmed water to be the principle from wher 
all ±ings fpring) and into which all things are refolv'd; becai 
the prolifick feed of all animals is a moifhire > all plants s 
nouriihed by moifture > the very fun and ftars> which arc fi 
" are nouri(hed by moift vapours and exhalations , and confequei 
'* ly he thought the world was produced from this element," PI 
Opin,ofPhilofAi\i,l,C,r^. 

V, 281. Xut horn imbiddeni Sec.'] This particularity is worth 1 

markings Sleep tells Jfmo that bewares not approach 7«//V«r ^i, 

out his own order j whereby he feems to intimate, that a ipirit 

.a fuperior kind may give itfelf up to a vcduntary ceflation 

;.thought and a6lion> tho' it does not yranc t^ sekxauoa from a 

weakoels or Accdiity of its xmuiet 



c< 
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Long fincetoo vcnt'rous, at thy boM command> 
On thofe eternal lids I laid my hand i 

^ofWhat-tiinc, dderting ///(?»'s wafted- plain, 
His conquering ion, AkUesy plow'd the main : 
When lo ! the deeps ariie, the tempefts roar. 
And drive the hero tp the Cotm (here: 
Great Jiyv% awaking, fhook the blcft abodes 

290 With riiing wrath, and tumbled Gods on Godsf 
Me chief he fought, and from the realms on high 
Had huri'd indignant to the nether sky. 
But gentle 'Eighty to whom I fled for aid, 
(The friend of earth and heav'n) her wings diiplay*dj 

Wlnopowcr'd the wrath of Gods and Men to tame, 
.Ey*n Jw9 rcver'd the venerable dame, 

Faia 



V. 28 y. What tmti, deferting Ifioii's wafedphuny &c.} One may 
•blerve from hencej that to make. faUity in Bsbles ufeful and fub* 
6rvienc to our defigns, it is not enough to cau(e the ftory to re- 
semble truth) hut we are to corroborate it by parallel places; 
'Virluch method the POet ufes elfewhere. Thus many have at- 
tempted great difficulties} and iiirmounted 'em. So did Herculesy 
h did Jnnoi €0 did PAvfo. Here therefore the Poet feigning thac 
l^eef is going to pra6li(e infidioufly upon Jovct prevencs the 
ibaiigenefs and incredibility of the tsile, by fquaring it to an anci* 
cnt Roryi which ancient ftory was, that Sleep had once before got 
the maftery of Jove in the cafe of Hercules. Enfiathins, 

V. x^6* Mnfn Jove rever'd the venerable dame,'] Jupiter is repre- 
fimted as unwilling to do any thing that might be oS^nfive or un- 
gratefiil to Night -, the FOet (lays Emftathim) indruds us by this* 
tint SI ^viuic aad boneft maa wUl ourb his wmth before anyawfhl 

•—r-' ' " ....-.-._ — •».... 



wtf HO ME Ks IL UD. Book XIV. 

Vaia-ore thy. fbrs (the Queen of hcay'ii replies. 
And Q)eaking,* roOsT her large majeftick eyes) 
Think'ii: thou that Tr^ has J(yve*s high fa?oiur woq,' 
^oLike great Akidesi his all-conqu*ring fbn? 
Hear, and obey the mifbrefs of the skies. 
Nor for the deed exped): a vulgar prize > 
For know, thy k)v'<i one fball b^ ever thinei 
The youngeft Orftee^ Ttififhuthis divine. 

aod venerable perfbn : Such was Night in re^d of Ji^ert 
feign'd as an anceAor> and honourable on account of her antiquity^ 
and power^ Fof the Greek theology teaches that Night and ChMt' 
were before all things. Wherefore it was held facred to obey the 
Nig/u in the oonflids ofSvar, as we find by the. admonitions of 
the heralds to MeSur 2nLAjax in the 7* Iliad* 

Miltm has made a fine ufe of this ancient opinion in' relatton- 
to Chaos and Night j ia the latter part of his fecond book) where. 
he defcribes the paflage of Satan ^o' their empire. He caHc 
lhem» 

Eldefi Night 

jlnd Chaosy ancejhrs of nature ir "" " 

And alludes to^e fame, in thofe "noble Veries/ V 

—— — 'Behold -the tbronr • 
OfCcaoijOnd his dar^ pavtUon fjnread 
Wide on the ttaftefnl deep : With him enthrorfd 
Sate fable wfted Night, eldefi of things 
The cottfort of his reign, 

Xhatjfine Apolh-ophe- of Spencer has alfoihe &me allufion,boQk«;^'*: 

thoMi mofl ancient grandmother of ally 

More old than Jove, whom thorn at fvrfi didfl breedf^ . 

Or that great honfe,^ Gods ceelefiialy 

IVlnch was.kegot m Daemogorgpn'i hall, 

jiaif(t9fii tbt ftptiti «/ tht tmld mmadu - 
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r Swear then (he laid) by thofe tremendous floods 
That roar thro' hell, and bind th' invx)kingGods: 
Let the great parent Earth one hand fdlain, 
And (faretch the other o'er the &cred Main. 
Call the black Gods that round Satumm dwell, 

dTo hear, and witnefs from the depths of hell; 
That fhe> my lov'd one, ihall b« ever mine> 
The youngeft Graoei TapihaH the divdoe: 

The Queen aidents, and from th^ infonal bow'^rs 
Invokes the fable Subtartarean pow'rs, 

r And thofe who rule th' inviolable floods. 
Whom mortals name the dread Titanian Gods. 

Then fwift as wind, o'er Lemms fmoaky ifle, . 
They wing their way, and hnbrus* fea-beat foil. 
Thro' air unfeen involv'd in dar kncfs glides 

D.And light on LeShs^ on the point of //r •% 

V. 307. Let the ireat parent Earth me hand fuflairiy 

And. fir etch the ether o*er the facr^ Main, &c.] 
There is ibmething wonderfully fbleoin in this manner of fwear* 
ing propos'd by Sleep to Jtmo. How anfwerable is this idea to 
the dignity of the Queen of the Goddefles* where £arth> .Ocean>aDd 
Hell itfelf, where the whole creationi all tkiDgs-vifible- and il^vifir 
Ue, are cUl'd to be witneiTes.of the oath, of the Peity ? 

V. 311.. Tha*/he> n^ lov'd me» 6(c.] Sleep is here made to re* 
peat the words of Jum*$ promJie> than which repetition nothing, 
I think, can be more beautiful or better placed. The lover fireil 
with thefe hopes, infifls on the promi£b> dwelling with pleafure oa 
each circumflance that relates to his fair one. Tht. throne and 
ittcQfloJ, ic Cnmsi are ^litc out of )sui houL 

(MotbcTv 
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(Mother of favages, whofe echoing hills 

Are heard refbunding with a hundred rills) 

Fair Ida trembles underneath the Godi 

Hufh'd are her mountains, and her fbrefls nod. 

3 ^5* There on a fir, whole ipiry branches riie 

To join its fummit to the neighb'ring skies. 

Dark in embow'ring (hade, concealed from fight. 

Sate Sleep, in likenefs of the bird of night, 

. , (Chalcis 

V. 323. Fair Ma trembles.'] It is ufually fupposM at die ap- 
proach or prelence of any heavenly being, that upon their motion 
all fliould Ihake that lies beneath 'em. Here the Poet giving a de- 
scription of the defcent of thefe Deities upon the ground at Le&9Sr 
fays that the loftieft of the wood trembled under their feet: Which 
expreflSon is to intimate the lightnels and fwiftnefs of the motioni^ 
of heavenly beings s the wood does not (hake under their fieec 
from any corporeal weights but from a certain ^wfiU dread and 
horror. Enfiathins. 

v. 3z8. In likenefs of s hhd of lufg^.] This is a bird about the 
fize of a hawk, entirely black ; and that is the reafon why Hemer 
defcribes Sleep under it» fiorm^. Here (fays Eu/iathius) Homer leu 
us know, as well as in many other places, that he is no (hanger 
to the language of the Oods. Hobbes has taken very much firom 
the dignity of this fuppo^on, In tranflating the piefent lines in 
this manner. 

jin4 there fate Sleep in likenefs of a fowh 
Which Gods do Chalcis call> md men an otol. 
We find in Vlnto^s Cratylms a difcourfe of great iubtilcy, grounded 
chiefly on this obfervadon of Homers that the Gods and men call- 
the fame thing by different names. The Philolbpher (uppofes that 
in the original language every thing was exprefs'd by a word>. 
whofe found was naturally apt to mark the nature of the thing 
fignify'd. This great work he afcribes to the Gods, fince it re- 
quired more knowledge both in the nature of founds and things, 
than man had attained to. This refemblance, he fays, was almod. 
loftiA A^dttn languages by the unskilful aUcemions men had made, 

aoi 
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(CJWcw his name with thofe of hcav'nly births 
OBut caU'd Cymindls hy the race of earth.) 

To Ida^s top lucoefsful Jwio flies j 
Great yove fiuveys her with defiring eyes: 
The God, whofe Hght'ning fets the heavens on fire; 
Thro' all his bofbm feels the fierce deiire,- 
f Fierce as whenlirft by ftealth he fciz'd her charms^ 
Mix'd with her foul, and melted in her arms. 
Fix'd on her'cyes he fed his eager look. 
Then preis'd her hand, and thus with tranfport ipoke*. ^ 

Why comes my Goddefs from th* aethereal sky» 
OAnd not her fleeds and flaming chariot nigh? 

Then ihc ■ I hafte to thofe remote abodes^ 
Where the great parents of the deathlefs Gods, 
The reverend Ocean and grey Hthys reign. 
On the lafl limits of the land and main. 
J* I vifit thefe, to whole indulgent cares 
I owe the nurfing of my tender years. 

For 

ttd the great Uoenee ^ey had taken in compounding of word*. 
However ) he obferves there were yet among the Creek's fome re* 
ma'uu of this original language, of which he gives a few inlbnces, 
tddingi that many more were to be found in fome of th^ barbarous 
languages, that had deviated lefs irom the original, which was ftiU 
preferv'd ientire among the Gods. Tihis appears a notion fo un- 
OBounon, that I could not forbear to mention it. 

V. 34/. -' To whofe mdmlgem tans I twe the nrnpigt &c.] The 

allegory of this is very obvious. Jnno is coofUntly underftood to 
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Fer Arlfe, I iiear, has made that unioa.ceaie^. 

Which held fb long this ancient pair in peace* . 

The fteeds, prepared xaj chariot to convey 
3fOO*er earth and ieas, and thro' th' aerial way» . 

Wait under Ida : Of thy fuperior powV 

To ask confehti I leave, th* Ofymfian bow'r; 

Nor feek, unknown to thee, the {kond cells 

Deep under feas, where hoary Ocum- dwells. ^ 
^ff For that (faid j^ove) fufiice another day i- 

But eager love denies the leaft delay. 

Let Ibfter cares the prclcnt hour employ, . 

And be thcfc moments iacred all to joy.^ 

Ne'er did my foul fb fbong a pailion prove, , 
3^0 Or for an earthly, or a heav'nly love: . 

ke the air- and we arehexe told flie was nouriflied by the vapounr' 
which rife from the Ocean and the Earth. -For Tethys is the fame * 
with Rhea. En/iathims, 

^* 3S9*'] This court/hip of Jupiter to Jmo may pofljUy be ' 
thought pretty fingula*. H& endeavoars to prove the ardour of liii 
I?*®on to her> by the Indances of its warmth to other women. - 
A great many people will look upon this as no rery likely method 
to recomaend himielf to JnnQ'i ftvour; . Yet, after all, ibmethin|p 
may be-faid in defence of J^tfiter' a way of:ehinking, with refpeA 
to the Ladies. Berhaps a man's love to the jf^x in general may be 
so ill recofnmendadon of liinr t9. a particular. And to be knows 
or thought to have been fiiccelsfol with-it good many, is whatfome. 
Joodernt have found no unfortunate' i^ualiBcation in gainings a la^^ 
dy> even a moft virtuous one like Jiinh efpecially one who (like 
Ittr) has hiljche experience of t married flatfc. 

Not 
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Not when I preis'd IxM% matchlefs dame, 
Wlicnce rofc Vmthms like the Gods in fame.' 
Not -when fair D/w^^felt the Ihow'r of gold 
Stream into life, whence Jfttfmt brave and bold. 
Not thus I burn'd for either Thehan dame, 
[Bacchtu from this, from ^hat jilcides came) 
Not l^hotmx* daughter, beautiful and young. 
Whence godlike Bhadam/mth and Mmos iprung. 
Not thus I .bum'xi for hk iMWm^i ^u:e. 
Nor comelier Ore/ more majeflic grace. 
Not thus ev'n for thy iclf J fcltdefirc, 
As now my veins receive £he pkafing fire. 

He {poke i the Goddcfs with the c harming eyes 
&lows^ with celcftial red, and thus replie s. 
[s this a fcene for love ? On Z^U's height, 
Exposed to mortal, and immortal fight; 
Our joys prophan'd by each familiar eye; 
The Iport of heav'n, and fable of the sky! . 
How fhall I e'er review the bleil abodes, ; 
Or mix among the fenate of the Gods ? 
Shall I not think, that, with difbrder'd charms. 
All heav'n beholds me recent from thy arms ? 
With skill divine has Vulcan form'd thy bow'r. 
Sacred to love and to the genial hour; 

If 
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38j'If fuch thy will, to that recefs retire, 
And fecret there indulge thj foft defire. 

She ceas'di and fmiling with fuperior love»^ 
'Thus anfwer'd mild the doud-compcUing ^W0* 
^OT God, nor mortal ihall our joys behold, 
390 Shaded with-douds, and circumfusM in gold. 
Not cv*n th* fiin, who darts thro' heav'n his ray% 
And whoie broad eye th' extended earth iurvejs. 

Gazing he fpoke, and kindling at the view. 
His eager arms around the Goddefs threw. 
39f Glad Earth perceives^ and from her bofbm pours 
Unbidden herbs^ and voluntary flow'rsj 

Thick 

V. 395*. Glad Earth ferceivest &c.] It is an obfcrvatioa of Ari- 
Jiotle in the xf^ chapter of his Poeticksj that when Homer is obli- 
ged to defcribe any thing of itielf abfiird or too improbable^ he 
conflantly contrives to blind and dazJe the judgment of his readers 
vrith fome (hining defcription. This padage is a remarkable in- 
ftance of that artifice ; for having imagined a fi^on of very great 
abfurdity, that the Supreme Being (hould be laid aQde in a female 
embrace, he immediately, as it were to divert his reader from re- 
fle£^ing on hi» boldneft, pours forth a great variety of poetical or* 
naments ; by defcribing the various flowers the earth Ihoots up to 
compofe their couch, the golden clouds that encompafs'd themi 
and the bright heavenly dews that were flio'W'er'd round them. 
Eujiathius obferves it as an inftance of Homer's modefl condufi in 
fo delicate an afi^r, that he has purpofely ad^rn'd the bed of J*- 
fiter with fuch a variety of beautiful flowers, that the reader's 
thoughts being entirely taken up with thefe ornaments, might 
have no Room for loofe imaginations. In the fame manner an 
ancient Scholiaft has obferv'd, that the golden cloud was contriv'd 
to lock up this a^on from any farther enquify {^ ihe reader. 
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Thick new-born vi'lcts a fbft carpet ipread. 
And duiPring 2:0^0/ fwell'd the rifing bed. 

And fudden Hyacinths the turf beflxow, 
^ And flamy CrocM made the mountain glow. 

There golden douds conceal the heav'nly pair,' 

Steep'd in fbft joys^ and circumfus'd with air,- 

CdefUal 

I cannot oondade die notes on this ftory of Jupiur and Jmio» 
vritbout obferving with what particular care Milton has imitated 
the fcveial beautiful parts of this episode, introducing them upon 
4li£ferent occaiions as the fubje^ of his poem would admit. The 
circnmfbnce of Sleep's fitting in likenefs of a bird on the fir-tree 
upon mount Ida, is alluded to in his 4^ book) where Satan fits in 
Akeneis of a cormorant on the tree of life. The creation is made 
to give the lame tokens of joy at the performance of the nupdal 
xites of our firft parents} as (he does here at the congreft oi JnpiUf 
and Jmn, Lib. 8. 

To tjjg nnptld bov>*Y 

J led her blti^nf like the rmm^ all heav'n 

And happy confiellations on that homr 

Shed their feUGeft influence; the earth 

Gave fign of gratnlationt and each hill; 

Joyous the birds » frefli gales and gentle airs ^ 

Whifper'd it to the woods t and from their wings 

Flttng rofe> flung odours from the fpicy fltrub. 

Thofe lines alfo in the 4^ book are manifefUy from the £une 

<»rigiaal. 

«■ ■■ Rofes and jejfamine 

Rear'd high their flowriflfd heads between, and wrought 
MofaiCi underfoot the violety 
Crocus and hyacinth with rich inlay 
'Broidfifd the ground, 

Where the very turn of Homer's verTes is obferved} and the ca« 
dtiice> and almoft the words* finely tranflated. 

But it is with wonderful judgment and decency he has ufed that 
excepdooable paflage of the daUiaoce* ardouTi ao4 enjoyment^ 
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Celeilial dtvfSt defcending o*er the ground. 

Perfume the mount, and breathe jSfnhro[ui round. 
ijOJ* At length with love and fleep*s fbft pow*r oppreft^ 

The panting ThimdVer nods, and finks to reft. 
Now to the navy bom on .iilent wings. 

To Neptune*s ear foft Sleep his me^e brings $ 

Befide him fudden, unpcrcei7*d he flood, 
^lO'And thus with gentle words addreis*d the God. 

Now, Neptune J now, th' important hour emploff 

To check a while the haughty hopes of TVy: 

That which feems in Homer an impious fidion> becomes a moral 
leHon in Milton; (ince he makes that lafcivious rage of the paflioK 
the immediate efiFe£k of the fin of our firft parenu after the tiJL 
utdam exprefles it in the words of Jupiter, 

For never did thy beauty finu the day 
I faw thee firfit and wedded theej adorn'd 
With all perfeSionSi fo enfiame my ^enfct 
With ardowr to enjoy thee, fairer ^tovo 
Than ever; bonnty of this virtmus tree ! 

So faid hey and forbore not glance or toy 
Of amorous intenty veil nnderjiood 
Cf Eve> whofe eye darted contagious fire. 
Her hand he feiz'd, and to a Jhady bank 
1 Thick over-head with verdant roof embower*di 

Me led her» nothing loath: jlovfrs were the coudn 

FanJieSi and violets, and ajphodel, 

Jitid hyacinth i earth* s frefhefiy foftefl tap. 

There they their fill of love and love's difport 

Took largely, of their .mutnal guilt tht feali 

The folace of their fin: till devpy Sleep 

qpprffs*d them, wtary of their tanwus piay, MiICQn> /. 9 

While 
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While Je^e yet rcfts, while yet my vapours ihcd 

The golden viiion round l^ &cred head j 
' For Jtim's love, and Somrmi* pleafing ties. 

Have dos'd thoie awful and eternal eyes. 
Thus having faid, the pow'r of dumber flew. 

On human lids to drop the balmy dew. 

Neftunty with zeal encreas'd, renews his care» 
> And tow'ring in the foremoft ranks of war. 

Indignant thus Oh once of martial £une! 

O Greeks! if yet ye can defer ve the name! 

This half-recover'd day fhall Tny obtain ? 

Shall HeSar thunder at your fhips again ? 
pLo lUll he vaunts, and threats the fleet with fires,' 

While Aern Achilles in his wrath retires. 



V. 417. Thepov^r tf Jlnmber flew^ M. Dacier in her tranflation 
of this paflage his thought fit to diflent from the common inter- 
preocion, as well as obvious fenfe of the words. She refb^lns the 
goieral expreffion inl xxvrei f w a' itBfvvcif, the famom natims tf 
meny to fignify only the country of the LcmnianSt who> (he &ys, 
Vcre much celebrated on account of Vnkan, But this firain'd in- 
terpretadon cannot be admitted, efpecially when the obvious mean-, 
i'ng of the words exprefs what is very proper and natural. The. 
God of Sleep having haftily delivered his mefl&ge to Neptmne, im- 
mediately leaves the hurry of the battel, (which was no proper , 
icene for him) and retires aipong the tribes of mankind. The 
word xx»r«, on which *M. Dachr grounds her cridcifm, is an ex- 
pletive epithet very common in Homer, and no way fit to point 
(mc one.ceruin nation, efpecially in an author one of whofe moij 
difiinguilhing Qhu^&eish parmMlarity ia defcripcioo. 

V 
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One hero's Jofs too tamely you deplore. 

Be ftill your fclves, and we fhall need no mart^ 

Ofr yet, if glory any bofbm warms, 

43^ Brace on your firmcft helms, and fland to arms : 
His fboogeft fpear each valiant Grecian wield. 
Each valiant Crecum feize his broadeft (liield i 
Let, to the weak, the lighter arms belong. 
The pond'rous targe be wielded by the fhcHig* 

435' (Thus arm'd) not HiBor fhall our prcfence flay 5 
My ielf, ye Greeks! my lelf will lead the way. 

The troops aflent $ their martial arms they change 
The bufy chiefs their banded legions range. 
The Kings, tho' wounded, and opprefs'd with pain, 

440 With helpful hands themiclves afM the train. 
The flrong and cumb'rous arms the valiant wield. 
The weaker warrior takes a lighter fhield. 

Thus 



V. 44a. 3>e weaker warrior takes a lighter Jhteld."] Plxtarch (eems 
to allude CD this paifage in the beginning of the life of Peiopidas, 
** Hwner, fays he, makes the bravefl and f!oiitefl of his warriors 
«* march to battel in the beft arms. The Grecian legiflators pu- 
•« niJh'd thofe who caft away their fhieldsi bat not thofe who loft 
*< their tpears or their fwords ; as an intimation that the care of 
«f preferring and defending our ielves is preferable to the wound- 
*< ing our enemy, efpecially in thofe who are Generals of armies^ 
««^ or Governors of ihtes." Emfiathins has obferv'd, that the Poet 
here makes the beft warriors take the largeft Ihields and longeA 
ipeari , that they might be ready prepai'd^ with proper arms, Ix>th 

ofibifiye 



\ 



Book XIV. HO ME IV s ILIAD. \\j 

Thus flicath'd in thinmg brafs in bright array. 
The legions march, and Neptune leads the way: 

145' His brandifh'd faulchion flames before their eyes. 
Like h'ght'ning flafhing thro' the frighted skies. 
Clad in his might th* Earth-fliaking pow*r appears i 
Pale mortals tremble, and cohfeis their fears. 
Trey's great defender fhnds alone unaw'd, 

tJ'OArms his ptoud hofl, and dares oppoie a God: 



o(!enfive and defen&vcy for a new kind of fight, in which they are 
foon to be engaged when the fleet is attack'd. Which indeed 
leems the mofi rational sccount chat can be given for Ne^ttme*s ad- 
vice in this exigence. 

Mr. Hcbbes has committed a great overfight in this place j he 
makes die wounded princes ( who it is plain were unfit for the 
battel^ and do not engage in the enfuing fight) put on arms as 
weD as the others ; whereas they do no more in Himer than fte 
their orders obey*d by the reft, as to this change of arms. 

V. 444. The legions marcha and Neptune leads the way,"] The 
chief advantage the Greelis gain by the fleep of J^iter, feems to 
be this : Nepttme unwilling to offend Jttpiteri has hicherro conceal- 
ed himfelf in difguifed Ihapess fo that it does not appear that Ju- 
fiter knew of his b^ing among the Greeks, fince he takes no no- 
tice of it. This precaution hinders him from afllfting the Greek4 
otherwife than by his advice. But upon the intelligence received 
of what Jmto h^ done) he afTumes a form that manifefh his di- 
vinity, infpiring courage into the Grecian chiefs, appearing at the 
head of their army,. brancfiHiing a fword in his hand, the fight of 
which finick fudi a terror into the Trofans, that, as Homer fays, 
none durft abroach it. And therefore it is not to be wonder'd, 
that the ^^^s ^0 are no longer fiifbun'd by j^Vrr, immediate- 
ly givt w^ tt> *c enemy. 
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And lo! the God, and wond'rous Man appear^ 

The Tea's ftern ruler there, and HeUar here. 

The roaring main, at her great matter's cal], 

Rofe in huge, ranks, .and form'd a watry wall 

•45'^ Around the Ihips : Seas hanging o*er the (hores. 

Both armies join : Earth thunders. Ocean roars. 

Not half fb loud the bellowing deeps re{bund> 

When ilormy winds difcloie the dark profound ; 

Lefs 



.V. 4J'i. Audio I the Cod, and wonder tm man appear,"] What mag- 
xllficcnce and coblenefs as there m this idea ? where Homer oppolet 
Heffor to NeptunCi and equalizes him in fome degree to a God* 
EnpathiMi. 

V. 4J3. 2Tb« rfiaring mam, &C.] This fwelUng and inundation 
of the f^a towards the Grecian camp, as if it had been ^itated by 
a fiorm, is meant for a prodigy* intimating that the waters had the 
lame refentments with their commander Nepttme, and leconded 
him in his quarrel. EnflatUrts, 

v, 4J7. Not half ^0 londi &c.] The Poet having ended the Epi- 
fbde of 'Jnpiter and Juno, returns to the battel, where the GreeU 
.l)eing animated and led on by Nepttme, renew the fight with vi- 
gour. The noife and outcry of this frefli onlet> he endeavours to 
exprels by thefe three founding comparilbns i as if he thought it 
Ecceflary.to awake the reader's attenrion, which by the preceding 
de(crjptIons might be lull'd into a forgetfulnefs of the ^ght. He 
might likewife deCgn to fliew how fbundly Jt^piter flept, fiacc he 
is not awak'd by fb terrible an uproar. 

This paHage cannot be thought jufUy liable co the obje£lions 
which have been made againft heaj>ing comparifbos one upon ano- 
ther, whereby the principal objeS is k)ft amidft too great "a va- 
riety of di^rent images. In this cafe the principal image is more 
ftrongiy imprefs'don the mind by a multiplication of fimiles, 
which are the natural produft of an imagination labouring to ex- 
^refs Ibmething very vaft : But finding do fingle idea fufiicient to 

ajoTwer 
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Lefs loud the winds, that from ^ JEsHian hall 
60 Roar thro' the woods, and make whole forefts ftll j 
Lefs loud the woods, when flames in torrents pour. 
Catch the dry mountain^ and its (hades devour. 
With fuch a rage the meeting hofts are driv'n. 
And fiich a clamour (hakes the (bunding heav'n; 
.65' The firft bold jav'lin urg*d by He£ior*s force. 
Direct at Ajax' bofbm wing'd its courfc} 
But there no pafs the croffing belts afford, 
(One brac'd his (hicld, and one fuftain*d his fword.) 



aniwer its conceptions, it endeavours by redoubling the compari- 
Ibitt to fiipply this defeA : The different founds of waters, winds, 
and flames, being as it were united in one. We have feveral in-^ 
fiances of this fore even in (b ca(ligated and reterv'd a writer as 
Virpl, who has joined together the images of jhis paflage in the 
fourth GeorgiCiV. x6i. and applyM them, beautifully Ibftened by » 
kind of parody, to the buizing of a bee-hive. 

Frtgidus nt qttondam fyhis immurmttrat jiujiery 
Vt mart follicitfon Jiridct refinentibus undis» 
tt^fiuat nt claujis ra^idus fornadbus ignis. 

Tajpt has not only imitated this particular paflage of Homer, but 
ickewiie added to it. Cant, ^. St, 22.. 

Rapido Jt (he torbida proceUa 

De eavemofi mtnti efcefin tarda t 

Fiumef ch' albert infiemti e cafe fvella : 

Fe^orf, the le torri abbatta, i& or da: 

Terremotoy ch^l mondo empia d*horrore» 

J^fiftioiefembianztalfmfitrore, 
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Then back tbe dliappoifited T^m drew, 
470 And GUTf^d the Itocc that unairailing flew: 
But 'fcap*d not AJAx\ his tenxpeftuous hand 
A ponderous Aone up-heaving from the &nd, 
(Where heaps lay'd loofc beneath the warrior^s itictf 
Or ferv'd to ballafl, or to prop the fleet) 
475* Tofs'd round and round, the miflive marble flings j 
On the raz'd fhield the falling ruin rings. 
Full on his breaft and throat with force defcends ^ 
Nor deaden*d there its ^<^^j fury fpends. 
But whirling on> with many a fiery round, 
4S0 Smoaks in the dufi;, and ploughs into the ground* 

As 

V. 480. Smtuiks in the dnfi^ and^ghs int» thegroHMd.'J 

Thefe words are tranflated by feveral; as if they fignify'd tfaatHk* 
ffir was turn'd round with the blow* like a whirlwinJ s which 
would enhance the wonderful greatnefi of ^jax's ftrength. £«- 
fiathim rather inclines to refer the words to the flone itfelf, and 
the violence of its modon. Chapmaat I think, is in the right to 
prefer the latceri but he fliould not have taken the interpretation 
to himfelf. He fays> it is above the wit of man to give a more 
fiery illuftration both of jijax*8 ftrength and HeOtr's j of ^jax, 
for giving fuch a force to the fione} that it could not ipend itfelf 
on Hefforibat afterwards turn'd upon the earth with that violence; 
and of Heaor, for ftanding the blow fo folidly ; for without that 
confideration, the ftone couU never have recoil'd fo fiercely. This 
image, together with the noble fimile following ic> feem to have 
jivcn SpctKcr the hint of ihofc fublimc verfes. 
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As when the bolt, red-hifling from above. 

Darts on the confecrated plant of J(n;€y 

The mountain-oalc in flaming ruin lies. 

Black from the blow, and fmoaks of fulphur rifci 
jSjStiflF with amaze the pale beholders ftand. 

And own the terrors of th* Almighty hand ! 

So lies great HftSfir proftrate on the fhore; 

His (lacken'd handdeferts the lance it bore $ 

His following fhicld the fallen chief o'crfpreadj 
490 Beneath his helmet drop'd his fainting head 5 

His load of armour, finking to the ground, 

(^anks on the field 3 a dead, and hollow found. 

Loud fliouts of triumph fill the crowded plains " 

Qrttet fees, in hope, Tnfz great defender flain r 
49? AH fpring to ftiie him \ florms of arrows fiy s 

Aad thicker jtv'llns Intercept the sky. 



jtsvfhen almighty jfove, in tfrathfml meodi 
7h mf€Mk the guilt ef mortal Jitu is hmh 

Hmls firth his thmntf^ring darty with deadly fitd 
EnrolPd, tffanuSi arid fmomldring drearimmt: 

Thr9* riven dmdsi and m$Um firmamenii 
The fierce three-firked engine making way, 

%Hh Itfty timers and higheft trees hath rent» 
And all that might his dreadf^p^age fiay* 
AndffnooHng in the earth, tafls up a mound ofclay^ 

His bufi^rws tiah.fo knr/d in thergttmid^ 
He (onid mt rear again, &c. 

F4 la 
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In vain an iron tempeft hifles rounds 
He lies prote£^ed» and without a woiukL 
Tdydamast Agtmr the divine, 

JOO The pious warrior of Ancl^fes* line, 

And each bold leader of the Lycim band 5 
With covering (hields (a friendly circle) fhtnd^ 
His mournful followers, with aiMant care. 
The groaning hero to his chariot bear i 

jOf His foaming couriers, fwiftcr than the wind, 
Speed to the town, and leave the war behind. 

When now they touch'd the mead*scnamd'd fid^," 
. Where gentle Xarahm rolls his eafy tyde. 
With watry drops the chief they fprinklc rounds 

f lOPl^c'd on the margin of the flow'ry ground. 
Rais'd on his knees, he now ejed;s the gore> 
Now faints anew, low-finking on the ihore j 
By fits he breathes, half views the fleeting skies^ 
And feals again, by fits, his fwimming cyts, 

<l f Soon as the Greeks the chiefs retreat beheld. 
With double fury each invades the field. 
O'tUan Ajax firil his jav'lin iped, 
Pierc'd by whofe point, the fbn of Biofs bled} 
(Satnius the brave, whom beauteous Nets bore 

f^Q Amidil her flocks on Sofmo's filver ihore) 

Struck 
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Struck thro* the bclJy*s rim> the warrior lies 
Supine, and fhades eternal veil his eyes. 
An arduous battel role around the dead j 
By turns the Greeks, by turns the Trojans bled. 

'IfFir'd wth revenge, Tolydarwu drew ncar^ 
And at Frothcenar Ihook the trembling fpear ;. 
The driving jav'lin thro' his fhoulder thruft. 
He finks to earth, and graips the bloody dufL 
Lo thus (the vidior cries) we rule the field, 

30 And thus their arms the race of Fanthns wield: 
From this unerring hand there flies no dart 
But bathes its point Avithin a Grecian heart. 
Propt on that fpear to which thou ow*il thy fall. 
Go, guide thy darkfome fleps to Tluto*s dreary h^ll \ 

*%< He iaid, and fbrrow touched each Arghe breaft : - 
The foul of Ajax burii'd above the reil. 
As by his fide the groianing^ warrior fell,. 
At the fierce foe he launched his piercing (lecl} 

V. ^331 Tropt on that fiear, &c.] The occafion of this {kratTm 
of PofyJamas teems taken from the attitude of his falling enemy^ 
"who is tran -fixed with a fpear thro* his right ftioulder. This pof^ 
ture beiir.ng fome refemhiance to that of a man kaoing on a BaS, 
mighc probably fuggeft the conceit. 

The fpeech of Polydamas begimr a long ftrliig of farcaflick rail- 
kry, in whioh EnfathiMS ^reteals to obTerve very different cha^T^ 
ra£^er5. This of Piljdamast he fays> is pUafant 3 that of j^jax^. 

ktrm'9 fiiaiXQiijUmah$Um^^vid^iAt^P*fickm>j^ketiu 

F X The 
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The foe reclining, (hann'd the flying deads 

540 But fate, JlrchdochUf demands thy breath: 
Thy lofty birth no fiiccour couM impart. 
The wings of death o'ertook thee on the dart; 
Swift to perform heav*n*s fatal will it fled. 
Full on the jon^bire of the neck and head, 

54f And took the joint, and cut the nerves in twain: 
The dropping head firft tumbled to the plain^ 
So juft the ffaroke, that yet the body flood 
£re6l, then roll'd along the &nds in blood« 
Here, proud Po^i^imA^, here turn thy eyes!' 

jfj*© (The towering jiJMc loud-infulting cries) 
Say, is this chief extended on the plain> 
A worthy vengeance for h'othoemr (lain ^ 
Mark well his port ! his figure and his face; 
Nor ^peak him vulgar, nor of vulgar race; 

4tr^Somt lines, methinks, may make his lineage known^ 
jlmma^t brother, or perhaps his (on. 

He fpake, and fmil'd fevere, for well he kaevyi 
The bleeding youth : T^jf fadden'd at the view» 
But fiirious jSumtu aveng'd his caule$. 

j^iSb As ^oiMchm his flaughter'd brother drawf^ 
mt pierced his heart*— iSuch fate attends you ^ 
ft^Ljrgjhm! deftin'd by our arms to &1L 
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Not Triy aIone> but iiaughty Qreea (hall ihare 
The toils, the £arToyrs» and the wounds of war* 

5*65' Behold your PramMchus dq>riv'd of breath, 
A vidlim ow'd to my brave brother's death. 
Not unappeas'd he enters Flttfo's gate. 
Who leaves a brother to revenge his fate. 
Heart-pierdng anguiih ftruck the Grecian hoft, 

570 But touch'd the breaft of bold Peftflms moft: 
At the proud boafter he dire<Sh his courie ; 
The boafter flies, and (buns fuperior force. 
But young Ikonetts received the fpear; 
Vknwsy bis father's only care : 

SlS{Phor6as the rich, of all the Trtjan train 

Whom Hermes lov'd, and taught the arts of gain) 
Full in his eye the weapon chanc'd to fall. 
And from the fibres fboop'd the rooted ball. 
Drove thro' thfe neck, and hurl'd him to the plain: 

5^ He lifts his miicrable arms in vain ! 

Swift his broad faulchion fierce Penelem Cpicad, 
And from tbefpouting (boulders fknidk his head} 
To earth at once the head and helmet fly $ 
The lance, yet IHcking thro' the bleeding eyc,^ 

iiS The victor feiz'dj and as aloft he (hook 
The goary viliige, thus infukii^ (poke. 

F 6 Tny^ \ 
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Ttojttns ! your' great lUmeus bcholdt 

Hade, to his father let the tale be told: 

Let his high roofs refbund with frantic woer 

S^O Such> as the houfe of Promachus muft know i 

Let doleful tidings greet his mother's ear. 

Such, as to Profnachus* iad ipoufe we bear$ 

"When we vi^rious (hall to Greece return,. 

And the pale matron in pur triumphs mourn, 

J55 Dreadful he ipoke, then tofs'd the head on highj . 

The Trojans hear, they tremble, and they fly: 

' AghaH they gaze around the fleet and wall* 

And dread the ruin that impends on all. 

Daughters of Jcvt ! that on Olympus fhine,. 

4oo Ye all-feeholding, all-recording nine ! 

Ofay, 



▼. /95. Daughters of Jove ! &[,"] Whenever we meet with 
&eie ^efli invocations iq the midfl of a^tion^ the Poets would 
feem to give their readers to underftand> that they are come to a 
point where the defaiption being above their own ftrength, they 
have occafion for fupernatural afH^ances by this artifice at once ex- 
citing the reader's attention, and gracefully varying the narration. 
In the prefenc c^, Homer feems to tfiumph in the advai>nge th9 
Creeks had gained in the flight of the TroJ4mSi by invoking the 
Mufes to (iiatch die brave a^ons of his heroes from obIxvion> and 
fet them in the light of eternity. This pewer is vindicated to 
them by the 'Poets. on every occafion, and it is to this task they are 
Si fblemnly and frequently fummon'd. by our Author.. Tajfo hasi 
I think> introduced one of thefe invocations in a very noble and 
f eculiar manner; where^ on occafion of. a battd by night) he call9 
Hf^ the Ni^ht CO ftUow hun CO draw ^r^h Ch0& OUghty deeds 



. J. 
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£17, when Keftune made proud Ilim yield. 
What chief, what hero firft embru'd the field ? 
Of all the Grecians what immortal name. 
And whofe bicft trophies, will ye raijfe to famef 
&f Thou firft, great jijax ! on th' enfanguin'd plain. 
Laid HjfTtiuSi leader of the Myjian train. 
"Mcti and Mermer, Neficr*s fbn overthrew.. 
Bold Merion, Mary} and Hiffotm flew. 

L Strong Perifhetes and Prothohn bled, 
10 By Khar's arrows mingled with the dead. 
Pierc'd in the Hank by Menelaus* fleel. 
His people's paftor Hyferencr fell -, 
Eternal darkneis wrapt the warrior round. 
And the fierce foul came rufhing thro' the wound. 
pfBut ftretch*d in heaps before O'deus* fbn. 
Fall mighty numbers, mighty numbers run i- 
-Ajax the lefs, of all the Grecian race 

I Skilled in purfuit, and fwifteft in the chacc. 

I 

[ which were perform'd under the concealment of her lhades> and 

I todiiplay their glories, nocwith(Unding , that dUodvanrage, co all 



|«fierity. 



Notte, che nelfrcfmdo ojcttro fetn 
ChiudeflU e ne /* oblio fattofi grande; 
Placciati, ch* to net tra^ga, e^n bel ferem 
A U futmc eta to Jpifghit e mandc. 
Viva la fame loroy e trj lor gloria 

J^lenda dclfifit tm I* Mta mtmork. 

THE 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The fifth battel, at the fliips ; and the 
aftspf ^Jax. 

JUpiter afMag, fits iht Ttowm rtfnit'J from tb§ 
tr^xs, HcAt^ m nfveen, and Keptunc At thi Hmd 
tf tht Creeks : Ht is lAgh^ IrxriJJ at the artifet^ 
Juno, vh« afferftihim by her fuJ)m:£!<mi i fit ii thmfint 
to Iris tmd Apollo. Judo rtpiuriiig la tht ajjmttlj tfthi 
CbJi, uttrmfti trirh extrn^Jiuary aJJrrfi le k.ctn(t them 
agMhfi Jupitcri in partiridar fhe louchti Mars vith « I'n- 
itnt ri^aioatm : He u riady to takt arms, but U frtventtd 
im Minerva. Iris md Apollo eb^ the orders «^ Jupitcri 
Iris cmimtmdi Neptune lo kavt the battel, te ihich, ^m 
miahreluSance andprpm, he confmts. Apoilo re-inj}im 
Heflor vith vigour, brings him back la the battel, martiti 
kforehim vithhi: ^gis, andtums tke fort ui.e tf the fight. 
He brtati doJcn great fart of i!x Grecian m's// i the Tro- 
jans rufh in, and attemfi ib fire tht firjl^ li/.e of thtfitet^ 
ha art, as yet, refeU'd fy ih* grtMtr Ajaz ■nith » froA^ 
gims Jlsmghtir, 
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"OW in fwift flight they palt the irencH 
profound, ' 
And many a cliicf lay gifping on the ground : 
^Aopp'd ind panted, where the chariots liej 
f on their cheek, and horror in their eye. 
Inwiule awaken'd from his dream of love, 
"s fummit fice imperial JFovt: 
i the wide fields he caft a carefiil view, 
« iaw the Jivjini fly, the Grttks purfue. 
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Tbefe proud in arms> thofe icatter'd o'er the plains 

10 And, 'midfl the war, the Monarch of the main. 

Not far> great HeUar on the duft he ipies, 

(His fad allbciatcs round with weeping eyes) 

Ejediing blood, and panting yet for breath. 

His icnics wand'ring to the verge of deathr 

IJ'The God beheld him with a pitying look. 

And thus, incens'd, to fraudful fwio fpoke* 

O thou, ftill adverfc to th' eternal will. 

For ever fhidious in promoting ill ! 

Thy arts have made the godlike Hecior yielcC 

20 And driv'n his conquering fquadrons from the ficld« 

Can'ft thou, unhappy in thy wiles ! withftaad 

Our pow'r immenfe, and brave th* almighty hand ? 

Hafl thou forgot, when bound and fbc'd on high« 

From the vaft concave of the ipanglod ik/i 

I huflg^ 

V. 17.]^ Aiam» in TdfoMfi hfl, awakes from the embrace oS 
MvCi in much the fame humour with Jupiter in this place. Their 
circumAance is very parallel •» and eadi of 'emy as (bon as his pair* 
fion is over, full of that refentment natural to a Superior, who 10 • 
impofed upon by one of lefs worth and ^nfe than himleif, and 
impofed upon in the worft manner* by (hews of tenderaefi and 
love. 

V, 23. Hafi thou ftrgott &c.] It is in the original to this effiA . 
Have you forgot how you fvnmg in the air, vhe» I bung a kad «f\ 
t»o anvils at your feet, and a chain of gold on yonr hands ? « Tho* ' 
« it is not my defign, fays M. Dacier, to give a reafon for every 
<» fiory in the pagut theology* yet I can't prevail upon mylelf ta 
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rl hang thee trembling, in a golden chain j 
And all the raging Gods opposed in vain ? 
Headlong I hur?d them from th' oympim hall, 
Stunn'd in the wlurl, and hreathlefs with the jBdI. 



« pa(s OTer this in (ilence. The phyfical allegory feems very ap- 
f parent to me: Homer myflerioufly in thij place explains the na- 
** core of the Atr, which is Juno j the two anvils which (he had- 

* It her feet are the two elements^ earth and waters and the chains 

* of gold about her bfeids are the 4Uhery or fire which fills the fu- 

* perior region ; The two grofler elements are called anvils» ta 

* ihew us» xku in thele two elements only, arts are exercis'd. I 

* don't know but that a moral allegory may here be found> at 

* well as a phyfical oncj the Poet by thefe mafles tied to the feet 

* of Jmwt and by the chain of gold with which her hands were 

* bound, might fignify, not only that domeftick a£&irs ftiould like 

* finters decdn the wife at home s but that proper and beautiful 
•wttrks like chains of gold ought to employ her hands. 

The phyfical part of this note belongs to Heractides Ponticns, JBrn^ 
ftthifUi and the ScboUaA : M. Dadn might have been contented- 
with the credit of the moral one, as it feems an obfervation no 
Ids fingukr in a Lady. 

T. 23.] Bifiatbim tells us,that therewerein fbme manufcripcs of 
Amtt two verfesy which are not to be found in any of the priac« 
d edidonss (which Hen* Stephens places here.) 

By dwfe two verfes Hemer (hews m, that what be (ays of the pit* 
oUhmcnt of Jnno was not an invention of his own, but founded 
opOD an ancient tradition. There had probably been (bme fiatue 
«f Jmio with anvils at her feet, and chains on her hands > and no- 
thing but chains and anvils being left by tirne^ fiiperfiitious people 
xiii'd this flory > (b that Huner only foUow'd conunon report. 
What further confirms it, is wh«t Enftathims adds. That there were 
(hewn near TVo^ certain nuns» which were (aid to be the remaina 
of cfaefe maflei. SUUet^ 

For. 
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For godlike HercuUs thcfe deeds were done; 
go Nor ieem*d the vengeance worthy fuch a fon i 
When by thy wiles induc'd, ^ercc'Bcreas toft 
The (hipwrack'd hero on the Coan coaft : 
Him thro* a thou^d fbrms of death I bcMre^ 

« 

And feht to jfr^os, and his native fhore. 
35* Hear this, remember, and our fury dread. 
Nor pull th! unwilling vengeance on 'Biy head; 
Left arts and Uandilhments fuccefsful prove* 
Thy foft deceits, and wcll-difTembled love. 

The Thund'rer fpoke : Imperial yuno mourn'd, 

'40 And trembling, thefe fubmiffivc words return'd* 
By every oath that pow'rs immortal ties. 
The fofidfal: earth, and all-infolding skies. 
By thy black waves, tremendous Stjfx ! that flow 
Thro' the dear realms of gliding ghofts bdow.: 

Br 



V. 43. 'By thy black vMvest tremeudaus Scyx^ The Epithet Hotter 
here gives to Styx is ic«7»C9/Mror, fnbterlabens, which I take to re- 
fer to its paffige thro' the internal regions. But there is a refine- 
ment upon it, as if it fignify'd ex alto /iillans, falling drop by 
drop from on high. Herodotus, in his fixth Book, writes thai* 
«' The Arcadians lay, that near the city Nonacris flows the water 
'< of StyXi and that it is a fmall rilU which diflilling from an ex- 
** ceeding high rock, h\U into a little cavity or balbn, enviroa'd 
" with a hedge." Faufantas, who had feen the place, gives light 
to this paflage of Herodotns. *< Going from Phereust fays he> in 
<< Che councrey of the jircadians, and drawing towaxds the WeA, 

« we 
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/ the dread honours of thy iacred head, 
nd that unbroken vow> our virgin bed! 
rot by my arts the Tuler of the main 
teeps Trey in blocd, and ranges round the plain : 
y his own ardour, his own pity fway'd 
"o help his Greeks y he fought, and diibbey'd: 
ICe had thy ywto better couniels giv'n, 
Lnd taught fubmiffioo to the Sire of heav'n,' 
Think'ft thou with me? fair Emprcfs of the skies! 
Th' immortal Father with a fmilc replies ! ) 

we find on the left the city of Clytwnsy and on the right that of 
Nmacris, and die fountain of Styfc, which from the height of a 
' flaggy precipice falls drop by drop upon an exceeding high 
' rock, and before it has travers'd this rotk, flows into the river 
' Crathis : this water is mortal both to man and beafl, and there- 
' fore it is faid to be an infernal fountain. TJamer gives it a place 
' in his Poems> and by the defcripc on which he delivers, one 
• would think he had feen it." This fhews the wonderful exaft- 
acli of Hemery in the defcrjption of places which he mentions. 
The Gods fwore by Styx^ and this was the flrongeH oath they 
could take ; but we like wife find that men too fwore by this fa> 
^ water ; for Herodotus tells us, that Clconicnes going to Arcadia 
» engage die Orcadians to follow him in a war againd Sparta^ 
had adefign to aflemble at the city A^ontfcm, and make them fwear 
by the water of this fountain. Dacier, Ettfiath, in Odjjf, 

V. 47. Not by my arts, &c.] This apology is weU contrived ; 
Jtmo could not fwear that (he had not deceiv'd Jupiteri for this 
had been entirely falie, and Homer would be far from authorizing 
perjury by to great an example. y»w» we fee, throws part of tho 
fault on Nifttme, by (hewing (he had not a^cd in concert with 
htm. E^athim, 

m 

Tbsxv 
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YanquifhM at iaft by HeBor's kmce.lie lies. 

Then, nor till then, (ball great Achilles ri&: 

And lo! thatinflant, godlike He^ dies. 

From that great hour the war's whole fortune turner 

Talks aQifls, and lofty Ilicn burns. 

Not 



** From hence It follows, that every poem ought to be eontrived 
«* for the firft impreffion it is to make. If it be otherwife, it 
** gives us (inftead of rwo pleafures which weexpe£ted) two forts 
'* of difgufUs the onC) that of being cool and untouch'd when we 
** fliould be mov'd and tranfponed ; the other* that of perceiving 
** the defe6i which caus'd that dilgufi. 

<* Thiis^ in one "word} is what I have found m the Hiad. I was 
** not interciled or tuuch*d by the adventures* and I (aw it was 
** this cooling preparation that prevented my being fb. 

It appears clearly that M. Dacier's defence no way excules the 
Poet's condu£l ; wherefore I fliall add two or three confideradons 
which may chance to fet it in a better light. It muft be own'd 
that a farprize artfully managed, which arifes from unexpe£led re- 
volutions of great a6lions, is extremely pleafing. In this confifts 
the principal pleafure of a Romance, or well writ Tragedy. But 
befides this, there is in the relation of great events a different kind 
of pleafure, which arifes from the artful unravell.ng a knot of ac- 
tions, which we knew before in the grofs. This is a delight pe^ 
culiar to Hidory, and Epic-poetry, whidh is foimded on hiAory. 
In thiefe kinds of writing, a preceding fummary knowledge of die 
events defcribed does no way damp our curiofity, but rathor makes 
U more eager for the detail. This is evident in a good hiflary, 
where generally the reader isaffcfted with a greaeer delight in pro- 
portion to his preceding knowledge of the fa6b delcribed : Tlie 
pleafure in this cafe is like that of an Architefi's firft view ofibme 
magnificent building, who was before well acquainted vith the pro- 
portions of it. In an Epic poem the cafe is of a like namre;' 
where, as if the hiAorical fore- knowledge were not fufficiencj* 

the mofi judidow poets nerer ^ to exdte* their reader's cu- 

riofit/ 
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YTot till that d^f ftdl J^m rdax ins rage* 
Nor one of all the heav'alj boft engage 

golnaid ofiawMT. The promifb of a God 
I gave> and fia^'jd it with th' almighty nod, 
wfdStfZfei'glory to thelburs torai&i " 

Such yrofi oar ^vord« and fkte the word obeys.' 
The trembling Queen (th' almighty order giv'n) 

Sf Swift ^m Hi^Udon fummit (hot to heav'a. 



riofity'lrf fimie (mail tkecdbes of their defign ; wbldi, like the 
outlines oS a fioe pi£hire, will nece(&rily raile in us a greater de^ 
fire qp fee It in its fini/h'd colouring. 

, Had our author been indUed to follow the method of managing 

oar p^ffions hj (uiprizes, he could not well have iucceeded by thi« 

manzier in ihe iiibjed he cho£b to write, upon, which being a fiory 

of great importance) the principal events of which were wifl 

known to the Creeks, it was not pofUble for him to alter thi( 

ground-work of his piece ; and probably he was willing to mark 

ibmedmes by andciparion, (bmetimcs by recapitulations how much 

of his ftory was -founded on hiAorical truths* and that what is fu- 

fCMdiied were the -poetical ornaments. 

"nicie is anocher ooofideration worth remembring on this head* 

^. jwfiify oar author's fifvnduft. It -feems to have fc«en an opinion 

. in thofe early times> deeply rooted in moft coimtries aad religionsi 

<hit the a£tions of men were not only foreknownj but predeiU- 

mted by a fuperior Being. This fentiment is very frequent in the 

•moft ancient wrlrters both facred and prophane>and feems. a diftin- 

guHhing character of the writings of the grcateft antiquity. The 

mdrf *** LvrA toas fidfiU'd, is the principal oblervation in the 

tiiofy of the Old Teflamenc, and Aiif i^* • m«t7e AmV Is the de^ 

Uj^ ^o^i anoft obvious moral of the Iliad. If this great moral be 

^jg;. t^ •'"^P^'efen^ed in poetry» what means (b proper to make ic 

^^/'^V^* this iauoducing yi^ptin'foretelliiig the events which he 
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As fbme way-iaring man, wfao%aiidenf b'ek^- 
In thought, a length of lands he trod befbret 
Sends forth his a£live mind &om plice to place,. 
Joins luH to dale, and meafiires ^ce with Q»ace^ 
90S0 fwift flew j^tmo to the Ued: ab^s, 

tf thought of. man xan inatch the ipeed of Gods. 



.J •* • 



V. 2€. As fime nay-faring man, 6cc. ] The diibourfe of Jifiter 
to Jftno being ended} (he afcends to heaven with wondeffid crie- 
rity, which the Poet explains by this companion. On other oc- 
ctfions he has illuftrated the .a6^ion of the mind by fenfible images 
from the monoh oif the bodies ; here he inverts the cafeyindihews 
the great "velocity of Jnn9*s flight by 'comparing If to the^^cle- 
nefs of thought. No other compariibb could have egSlialM ^e 
i^ed of an heavenly fieing. To render' this inore beaiitifiil' and 
tjOiEt, the Poet deJTcribesa traveller who reivolves in his mlhd &e 
ieveral places which he has feen, and in an ihftant pafTes in ima- 
gination from one diftant part of the earth to another. j\£itm 
ieems to have had it in his eye in that elevated pafli^e> 

The J^eed of Gods 

Time counts not > tho* with fwlfteji mtntUes wng*d. 

As the fenfe in which we have explain'd this paflige ik eiotBStj 
literal) as well as truly fublimet one cannot but wonder whafflibuld 
induce both Hobbes and Chafman to ramble lb wide from it-iniii^ 

tranflations. 1 - - • 

■This faidi »e»t Juno to Olym^s high. 

As token a man looks o'er an an^le flaish 
To atrf difiance qnickly goes Ins eye: r . j 

So fmftly Juno went with tittle ^Mn. * :. v 

! ■ . J \ Ax\r 

Ch^an*s i« yet more foreign to the fubjc^,. ^ * . "_'. 

"But as the mind offtuh a want that hath a great way geu^t 
And either knowing not his way^ or then would let alone 
His pttrpos'd jottrney -y is dijiraht and in his vexed mind 
i Rejohes now not to go, mw goesi fiiU many ways indin'd, 

There 
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There fate the pow'rs in awful iynod plac'd ; 
They bow'd,- and made obeyfance as^ flic pafs'd. 
Thro' all xhs, brazen dome : With goblets crown'd 

95* They hail her Queen j the NftSf^r fhreams around. 
Fair ^lf?emis firft prefents the golden bowl. 
And anxious ask^> what cares diihnrb her foul? 

To whom the white-arm'd Goddcfs thus replies: 
En6ugh thou know'fl the tyrant of the skies, 

100 Severely bent his purpofc to fulfill, 

Unmov'd his mind, and unrcftrain'd his will. 
Go thou, the feads of heav'n attend thy call j ' 
Bid the crown'd Neffar circle round the hall 5 
But y^ve fliall thunder thro* th' ethereal dome, 

icy Such ftcrn decrees, fuch threatned woes to come. 
As ibon fliall freeze mankind wili^dire furprize. 
And damp tV eternal banquets of the skies. 
The Goddefs iaid, and fiillen took her phoe s 

1 ■ 

Blank horror fadden'd each celeftial face, 
no To fee the gathering grudge in cv'ry hreaft. 
Smiles on her lips a fpleenfiil joy expreft, 

V. loa. Go thoth thefeafis tfheai^n attmd thy m//.] Tlut-is « 
paffiige- worthy our obfenracion» Hcmer f^ignsi chat Tlftms, thac is 
JuSce> prefides over che fads of the Gods s to lee us knows chac 
^ oaghc mwh inore to predde ov6r che feafls of men. £'«/?<t- 
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t 

While on her wrinkled froat, and eydsrow beat» 
Sate SbedhSt care> and lowering di£»ntent. 
Thus '(he procoods— tAttead, ye pow'rs aborel 
III' But know, 'tis madnefi to oontcft with ftfvix 
Supreme he fits i apd &et» in pride of Twayv 
.Your iraflal Godheads gcudgi^^ obeys 
Fieroe in the majeftj of pow'r cqptrouls. 

Shakes all the thrones of hear'n^ and beads die p<^ 
tzoSubmifs, immcnrtals! all he witb> obey ; 

And thou» ^^t 3f/ri» bc;gta and fliew the way. 

Behold AfoOafhm! hefaoU him die, 

But dare not murmur, dare not vent a fi^ j . 

Thy own loT*d boafted offspring Hes o'brthrovnEO* 
I2f If that lor'd boafted offspring be thy own. 

V. 114. jMno* sjfeech to the Gods,^ U was no fort of exagge- 
ration what the anciems have affirmM af.'Himer, tjitc dieeip* 
amples of all kinds of orafiory are to be iotnd in bis works. Tbe 
prefent fpeech of Jmno is a mafterpiece in that forci which feems 
CO (ay one things and perftades «n0ther: fbr while- Ihe is only d^ 
daring to the Gods the orders of jfttpiter, at the 4me that (he tells 
'em they muft obey, (he fills them with a xduQanee to do it. By 
repre(enting (b keoo^ the fupeBianzy of his powei^ Ihe makQi 
them uneafy at it, and by particularly adviiing that God to fubmib 
who(e temper could leaft brook it, (he incites him to downright 
vebeffion. Nodiii^ can ^ more SJf and artfeUy ptovokk]^ .than 
that fboke on the death of his darling Cm. Do cWar, O Mmi 
^each obeSince to ns alii far 'tis tfon thee that Jupiter hmftittki 
fevereft trial : AfaHspbm tky fm Hes /Um by his mems : Smt ^ 
mthfo nmch tenfcr and mnUrati^nt that the mrld majf mt thiitkM 
pfdsthyfm. 

Stem 
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Stem Mms^ witk anguiffi for lus {laughter'd fbn. 
Smote his rebelling brcaft> and fierce begun. 
Thus then; Immortals! thus (hall Jll^j obe^; 
Forgiv^e me, Gods, and jield vsxj vengeance way: 

I30l>efcefidmg firftto yon-' forbidden plain. 
The God of jbattels dares arenge the flain i 
Dires, d»' the thunder burfting o'er my head 
Should hurl me blazing on thofe heaps of dead. 
With tkt he gives command to Jtmr and tH^ 

^SfTo joxxKlttf rapid eonrfe for the ^ftt: 

Then grim in arns^ wiifrliafty^ vengeance flfflri 
Anns, that i«§c£^ * raifamce thro* the skie?; 
And no# JM'J^,. by-bdfilrebdibn dkMi, 
Difchaig'd Uir v^radr on half the hoft of heav^^ 

Xifl^lMtt fprh^n^ thro' the ln%ht dxxfe. 
Starts from her azure throne to calm the God. 
Struck ibr th'nnmortal race with timdy fto; 

. From frantic XCrr flie fhatch'd the fhieU and f^eari ' 

V. 134. n For 4*4 P!ight . i M »« ■ J Ihmn dbet oov Ay* ibiii 
Mhv coouiwnded they (hsuU JQta hu horiei to his cfaaxiQCi.whic^ 
koKei were' ctH'd f>^ and T^ghu Tear and Ptiihi are not the 
nuMs of the hotieLof ik8«^i» but the nmei jd£ cm* fuUo ia die 
ierfioR of this God : It appears likewile by other pailages> that 
ibey were his children, book 13. v. 299. This is a very ancient 
niflake s Emfisthim mendons it as an error of ubttmaehmsy yet 
AMr^ and noft odiers havs fdltftiaoo iL 

G J TV«v 
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Then the huge helmet lifting from his head,^ 
14^ Thus^ to th' impetuous homicide fhe i^d. 

By what wild pafTion^ furious ! art thou toft ? 

Striv'ft thou with Jtfut t thou art ab^eady loft. 

Shall not the Thunderer's dread command re(brain»* 

And was imperial yuno heard in vain ? 
1 5*0 Back to the skies would'ft thou with (hame bedriv'%. 

And in thy guih involve the hoft of heav*n ? 

JUon and Gnta no more (hould Jwi engage ^ . 

The skies would yidki an ampler fcene of ragc» 

Guilty and guiltleis find an e^ual £ite, 
J j'f And one vaft ruin whehn th' ()tfm$wn ftate. 

Ceafe then thy ofi&pring's detth unjuft to call |. . '. 

Heroes as great have ^y% and yet -(hall fall. ^ 

Why ihould heaven's kw with foolifti man oompIy» . . 

Exempted from the rac^ ordain'd to die ? 
160 This menace fix'd the warrior to his throne} 

Sullen he fate, and curb'd the riiing groan, . . 

Then Juno call'd (j^eve's orders to obey) 

;The winged Iris, and th^ God of Day. 

Go wait the ThundVer's will {Sttmmm cry*d) 
l6s On yon' tall fummit of the fbunt-fid iJi : 

There 



V. i^. Go wait the Thmu^ref's mS."] Tu remarlnblc^ that 
whereas it U familiar with the Poet to repeat his errands and 

• mefla^es) 
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There in thft Leber's awful pre&nce Hand, 
Receive, and execute \iv^ dread command. 

%ht faid« aqd £ite : The God that gilds the day, 
And various Irh wing their airy way. 

^7^ Swift as the wind, to ld(C% H^s they came, 
(Fair nurie of fountains and of favage game) 
There £ite th'£ternali he, whofe nod controuls 
The trembling world, and ihakes the fleady poles. 
Veil'd in a mi& of £c^rance him they found, 

K7f With i^£MA^ of gold and purple circled round. 
WcU-plcas*d the Thund'rcr fkw their carncft care, 
And prompt. ol}edience to the Queen of Air \ 



mcffiigety here he introduces Jm» Wid^ ytrj few words) where 
Ihe carries a dilpacch /rom Jt^iter to Iris and uipoBo, She only 
%S} " Jove commands you to acread him on mount Ua,** and 
adds notbinip- of what had pafs'd becween herfelf and her conforc 
before^ The ialSn of this brevity is not only that (he is highly 
diiguded with Jftfitert and fb unwilling to tdl'her tale from the 
anguiOi of her heart \ but alio becaufe Jmpiter had given her no 
commiiBon to relate fiilly the fubjed of their diicouriei wherefore 
(he is cautious of declaring what poiUbly he would have ooocealed. 
Neither does Jt^her himfelf> in what foIlowS) reveal his decrees : 
For he lets .Ap/Io only £o far into his wills ckat he woiild hav* 
kirn dilcover and rout the Creeh : Their good fortune, and the 
fuocefs wiMch was to jenfue^- he hides £rom him> as one who fsH 
vour'd the caufe of Troj^, One may remark in this pafiage Hamer'n 
various conduA and di£:retion concerning what ought to be put in 
praAice> or left undone; whereby his reader oiay be inform'd iioMr 
K> reguhce his own a£Eiiri^ Enfiathinf. 
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Then (while a fmile ierenes* his awfiii bfow) 
Commands the Goddefs of the HiaasR^Tj bow* . 
180 irii J defbend^ and what we hdre oDdain 
Report to yon* mad tyntit of the main. - 
Sid him from fight to his own deeps repaii^ 
Or breathe Brom {laughter in-the §1^9 of aur» 
If he refill then let him timdj weig^ 
J S f Our elder bitth-righti and fiiperior ■ fwajr. 

How fhaUhis ra(hne& ftand tbe^re alarms^ ' 
If heav'n^5 omnipotence dcfcend in armsf *' 
Strivetflw with me, hj whom his powV was gitF'fl^ 
And IS thefe Equal to the Lord of Meacf*VL ? 
190 Th'Ahnighty ijpokej the Goddefs Wing'd her flight 
To^&Gred Him from ^Idam height. ' 
Swift as the rattling hail« or fleecj ibows 
Drive thro* the skies, when Bcrein fiercdy bbws^ I 
So ftom the douds defcending Iris falls $ 
19s And to blue Neffune thus the Goddefs calls* 
■ Attend the mandate of the Sire abo7^ 
In me behold the^mefiengef o€ j^cv§: 
He "bids thee from fQrbi4den wars rqioir 
To thy dwn deeps, or to tlje fields of air. 
2.00 This if refijsU be bids thee timely weigh 

His cIdCT birth-right, and fupaior iway. - ^' 

. i -^ How 
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How (hall thf rafhadfs ihnid tlie dite alarsiSs 

If hcav'n's omnipotence defcend in arms ? . 

Striv'ft tlioa whh htm, by 'whom afi pow*r is giv*n f 
tf And art thou Eiqaal to the Lord of Heav'n * 

What means the haughty ^bfv'refgn of the skies ? . 

(The King of Ocean thus, incens'd, replies) 

Rule as he will his portion'^ realriis on highji . 

No vaflal 6od, nor of las train am I. 
Three brother Deities from Saium came^ 

And ancient XMi, earth's immerCal dame: 

T. 210. Three kMher dii^ts fnm Skturn r^ine, 

^nd amient Rhea, earth* s immortal dams:. 
.Affi^'^d hj lau 6Hr trifle Yule f»e hum, &c.' 
Some have cbought Hw Platonic philoibphers drew £ram heaoe the 
oodon of their Triad (which che chriftian Platonijfs fince imagined 
to be an obfcure hint of the Sacred Thm'ty.) The Trijts of PUas 
IS well knowii> t^ aCio of >yV J^jayfyic, n t7 ^ov/^v •f'vxi* 
In his Gor^ias he tells us, w^ ^Ofinpef {autorefH y?. j^^e)- ^e tS^ 
^/uyfhxSf Tpi((/i«SV vvor««tarr. See Preclus in Plat, TheoLlib. i. 
c. f. Lndan Philopatr. Arifictle de ctelo, I, i.e. i. fpeaking of the 
Timarian number from Pythagoras, has thefe -words j Tettgix «aV7«, 
wi tV rfir tri^ . KatA ♦p^r riit vftetitt »S> *»«5r Xftifu^a Tf 
Kfl/if ■ Tiir^ lDi«»<^' >cp ^rt9 xtd at tluietyofitm, t4 #ar ngi 
9ti9eit1ei oTf T/is-Vr «fir«». TtMin^if. yeif H*i puivo9 md cjvcn* ToV 
•/il^r r;c« W# t7 vomV ne^'nt i^ W* i^p TfnJ"^^ From whkh - 
pgflbge zy^astumixW endeairour'd; very fesioufly to proves chtt uirit 
fiotU ^ad a petfea.kaowkdg* of the Tnmtj^, Dnfwt (who fonulh'd 
mc vodcfau diis- non^ ind who. iteiM at. be feii&ble «f the folly of 
Tra^exMittins) neverthelefs inihis G im m i t ii mHemeric4,or oorapviiUt 
of our author's fentences with tho&of the faipture, has placed op- 
pofite to this verfe that of St. John : There are three vhogive tefti- 
mm in hfoveni the Fathcr» the Sm» and the Holy Ghcfi, I th nk 
^ : G / this 



•148 HOMBIVs ILI4e. BooeXY. 

Affign'd by lot, our triple rule we know i 
Infernal PUtt9 fways the (hades bdow j . 
O'er the ^f9idc doads, and o*er the fhrry- plain, 

215^ Ethereal ycv€ extends his high domain; 
My court beneath the hoary waves I keep. 
And hu(h the roarmgs of.the iacred deep : 
Ofymfus, and this earth, in common lie; 
What daim has here the tyrant of the sky? 

2Z0 Far in the difbnjt douds let him controul. 
And awe the younger brothers of the pole; 
There to his children his commands be giv'n. 
The trembling, iervile, feoond race, of .heav'n. 
And mufti then (faid (he) O Sire of Fkxxis! 

ixf Bear this fierce anfwcr to the King of Gods ? 

Corred^ it^'et, and change thy rafh intent; . . 

^.hobUe inind diidains t\9t,^o repent. 



this die (IroQgeft infltnce I ever met wkh of :che manner of bfaiiUC* 
xsig of (lich men, whole coo much Icarnuig has made them mad. 
' LaffantatSy ds falf, relig. iiki-^u cap, 11. takes this £ihle to be a 
remain of ancient hkTtoryy importing, that the eibpire of diC4lKS 
known world -vt-as divided among the tkaxe bnithers s to J^ktr 
the oriental part, which was call'd Hcavin» «;tbe region of lights 
or the fan: to Ptnf the oondentalfror darker regions ; iBod 16 Afp- 
tune the fovercignty of the leas. '.:■." 
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To elder brotliers guardian fiends 2csc giv'n> 

To fcourge the wretch iniultiag them and heav'n, 

30 Great is the prc^t (thus the God rejoin'd) 
When Minifters are bleft with prudent mind : 
Wam'd by thy words, to pow'rful Jcvt I yield. 
And quit« tho* angry, the contended field. 
Not but his threats with juftice I difclaim, 

^35* The fame^ur honours, and our birth the iame. 
If ytti forgetful of his promiie giv'n 
To Hermesy VaUaSy and the Queen of heav'n i 
To favour lUm^ that perfidious pkce^ 
He breaks his faith with half th' ethereal race^ 

^OGive him to know, unlefs the Grecum train 
Lay yon* proud ftrulShires level with the plain« 
Howe'er th' offence by other Gods be paft. 
The wrath of Neftum ihall for ever lafl, 

% • ■ • ■ » . , 

' V. 2:18. 7b iUer britj^ers,'] Irh, that the may not (eem to up- 
orauf Nifptfine with weakness of judgment; .out of regard to the 
Ireatiiels and dignity of his perfon, does not fay that Jt^iter^is 
KTonger' or braver > but attaclling him frorii a motive not in the 
feaft IhviaiouS, fupetidrity of agf i lf»e fifs fcntentiouny, that the 
fnries wait upon our elders. The furies are (aid to wait upon men 
in a double fenfe; either- for evil, as they wd upon .Qrefirs after he 
had (lain his mother s or elfe for th^ir good» as upon elders when 
they are injur*d, to pro^ft them' and avenge^ tUeii; v^Tongs,. This 
is an infUnce that the^'^gans .looked uppQ. birch-^ghc a« ^ right 
divine. EnftathiMs, 

. r»0 G 6 , Thus 
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Thus ip^kiog, fhrious fh>m tlut 'fidd Ix ftrode, 

24f And i^lUng^d into the bofbm of the fiood. 

, The Lord of Thunders from his lofty height 
Beheld, and thus befpoke the Source of light* 

Behold! the God whofe liquid arms arehuri'd' 
Around the globe, whofe earthquakes rdck the woild^ 

2^0 I^ciifb at length his rebel-war to wajgc; 

Seeks his own feas, and trembles at our *ra\ge? .' ' 
£]fe had my wrath, heaven's thrones all (baking rounds 
Burn'd to the bottom of his feas profound j 
And all the Gods that round old Sdntm dwell, 

2^5* Had heard the thunders to the deeps of hpU. ~ 
Well was th^ crimc;^ and well the vengeance fptt'df 
£v'n pow'r immenfe had found fiich battel hard. 



V. 252. BA[e had nse vprathf &c.] Thif feprefentadon of the 
terrors which muft have attend^ the coDBlSt of two iuch mighty 
powers as jMfiter and Ngpttme* wherthy the elements had bQcn 
mix'd 10 cQDliifion> and the wh'ole frame of nature endangered*. 14 
imaged in thefe few lines with a nobleneis fiucable to the ocgifion* 
MiJton has a thought very like it in his fourth book, where he ic^ 
prefents what mu& have happeifd if Saom and Gakriei had Ctt^ 
councer'd. 



■f 



Ntt mfy Faradii& 



ik this eommetimi hut tbeftarry ct^e 
Of ktmfUi ferha^st and' alt the dementi 
u#r k4{fi had gme tv wrack, Sfhtrydand tim 
With violence of this confiiS^ had not foon 
Th'Ahmihtj^ f^cvmt fmb ktmdfra/^ 6cc» 



Go^ 



Go thou> TKf^oai tfic tfcmUii^ QH9ks aturm^ 
Shle my IxroadiBjyy oct - thy a6ti^ arm, 

t ■ ■ ■ 

•60 Be godlike HeBit ^y ^ecufiar csre, 

SwtU his bold lieart, ^and urge lih ftrengtk to-war: 

Let 2£air conquer, till lii*AdiAim train 

Fly to their iHips and Hilk/pont again : < 

Then Greece (hdl breathe from toik«i..-.the Godhead Bid z 

• .... 

•^SfHis will*diviae the ion of ;3^' ®W<^- 
Not half £6 fwift the filing falcon flie^ • 

That drives a turde thro' the liquid skies; 

As Ihoebus HioOting from th'/ip/»f brow. 

Glides doWn the mountain to the plain below* 

tjo There Jft^of feitted by the (treain he fees. 
His ienie returning with the coming breeze'^' 
Again his pulfes beat, his (pirits rife 5 
Again his lov'd <:ompinions meet his eyes^v 
y^w thinking of h& pate, they pafta^ay. ' 

•7f To whom the Ood who gim the gblden day. 



▼. 174. Jovfe iBinku^tf kis poms, they pafi mr^ffj Enftathitts 
ob(enref> chat tbis i» » Veiy fuUtflie repfei«qncjoQ cdE.tke power 
^Jnfiteti to niakefl*tfpr*s pains ceaTe from the moment vjherein 
J^tcr firft vajoDti, hi* dieiightrtoiwiBdr hhm Afth' 6aii hixh Ih 
^tf reoover'd) a» to be able to -fit up> and know his friends. Thut 
nuch wv the work oi Jtifittri the God of heakh per£eas the 
cure. 



why fit« great Hf^ from thcfiddrlb ^, ,. ;. 

What grief, what yvouad, wkhhpld^ him firpm the war i 
The ^ndDg hero, as the yi^MMi brig)it 

Stood ihining o'er him, half unical'd his fight : ^ 
23q What Ueft immortal, with commanding fare^tlv 

Thus wakens HeHar from the ileep of death? 

Has fame not told, how, while my truftyfword 

Bath*d Qma in (laugbtei:, and. her battel gor'd> 

The mighty ^4X with a deadly blow 
285* Had alftioft iunk me to the (hades below ? 

Ev'n yet, methinks, the gliding ghofts I ipy^ 

And hell's black horrors fwim before my eye* . 
To him .4^. Be no xxKnre difmay'd) ,r . 

jSce, and beflroog! theThund'rer ieads .thfiit aid« 
290 Behold ! thy ThoeBsts fhall his arms employ, 

"BhoebuSi propitious ftill to the^ and 1^. 

Infpire thy wan:iors then with XD^J forcc> 

And to the (hips imp^ thy i^apid horie \ ^ 

Ev'n I will make thy fiery couriers way, 
29 5* And drive the Gnciam headlong to the Sea. • ,. 
Thus to bold Hk^or (poke theibn of JVt^r, " 

Aqd (veath'd immortal ardour from above,. 

: ;7 »'^ -J • • '' ' -■ ' ^ ' \ » ■' 



As 



f.\ 


l*^ 


. ' m 


i. -i 


1 ^ 


1 


, - 


I • 


i ■\>-- 


:■• -a 


f 

• 


»v." 


If!. 


;. sv 





Book XV. HOMERs ILIAD, ifj 

As wIicQ the pampered deed, with reins unbound^ 
. Breaks from his Aallj and pours along the ground % 
300 With ample ftrokes he rufhes to the flood. 

To bathe his ^ds:^ and cool his fiery blood. 

His head now freed, he tofles to the skies; 

His mane difhevel'd o'er his ihoulders flies ; 

He'fhu& the females in the well known plain» 
30f And fprings, exulting, to his fields again : 

Urg*d by the voice divine, thusife^^ flew. 

Full of the God ; and ail \a% hofls purfue. 

▼.298. Jis vtben the fdmfer*d Jleed.'] This coifipar'iibn is repeaCt 
ed from the fixch book} and we are' told that the aicjent criticks 
retained no more than the two firft verfes and the four iafl In this 
place* and that they gave the verfes two marks > by the one 
(which was the afterifhi) they intimated, that the tour lines were 
Tery beautiful j but by the other (which was the oI-c/ms) that they 
woe ill placed. .^ I believe an ^impartial reader who confiders the 
two places will be of the (ame opinion. 

Tajfe has improved the ' jullnefs of this fimile in his fixteenth 
book> where Rinaldo returning from the arms of Amiida to bar- 
1^ it cqmp«red to the Heed that 19 taken -from his paflures and 
miresto. the fer^ce of the war : The reverie of the circui^ikQce 
hcitrr agreeing with the occafion, 

fifslferou d^ier, cb'aifatkojo 
jQtotr de I'arme vindlvr Jiatolto^ 
M lafiiwt war i to in vil ripojb • 
Fx^f^ gU armiyti* e n/fafMerri dijciolt^: 
Sfh^di^a •jkm di iromBa> Utmiuofi 
. Jkdar* cim t^ manttrndo i V9^i . < 

igr ti n l^t mt4i9 rmtar ml wfi, ' ., 

.•■*■■' ^ ! •• ■• . • '■ . »' 

- •• As 
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As wle^ tie force of men and dogs conibm'd 
Invade the mquhtain goat, or braaclung hmd^ 

310 Far from the hunter's rage lecure dbejr fie * 
Clofc in the rock, (not fttcd yet todfc) 
When lol a Ijon (hoots acrofs the waj ! , 
They fly: at once the chafers and the prey. 
So Greece, that late in conqn'ring troops jmriyd, - 

31 f And mark'd their progrefs thro' the ran%:s ill: U6od>. 
Soon as they fee die furious chief appear. 
Forget to vanquiflv and confeat to- fear. - - - 

J^s with jgrief obferv'd his dreadful cour£». 
2Sinii, the faraveft of th' JE^(dian force: ' " . : 

320 SkiU'd to direar the javlin^s difhmt fl^t> > 

Aod bold to combate in the ftan^s^ fights 
^or more in council &m'd for iblid fenfe, . ,. 

Than winning words and heavenly ekKjuence. 

• ■ * • • • :■'....• 

r, 3x1. K§t fated yet to 4ffe.} Batter^lM ^frmy remark oa tld# 
^tfige, that Bomn extradeicF deftiny (thac'isy the:caffr of pn9fi^ 
dence) even over the other beafta* of tbt i^y • ad bp6l&oti tlllf 
agrees perfedly with true theology. In the book of Jonast the- 
regard of the creator extending to the meaneft rank ol'liif- crea- 
tures, is fbx)ngly exprefs'd in thoft words of the Almightyv Tl^ere 
he makes his compaflion to . the brute beafls one of the rtiibot 
againft defbroying Nineveh. Shall I not ^me the great dt^ he %M(b 
there are more than Jixfiorb thdnfaad ^erflns, and alfi mmb tiettelf 
And what is flill mpre j^aTallel to this pa{&||ef, itr Bt, Mfatth. 
. ch. 10. Are not two J^dfraws fili'fir afartH^gf Jthfi'^'jketf 
them {hall not fall to the ^rotmdi nehlMtt pttr fattier. * •**- ' *'^ 
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Gods! what portiait(liecr7'd) tilde eyes u 

;2f Lo! B$S9r rifts hxmtiiet Stfgmn fhade^ 
We faw hi», ht^ Ibj tlraddVing u^4»r kiffdi 
WlatGod rcftores Bhn to the frighted fielji 
And not coiftent that half of Gntc% He flain. 
Pours new deftmdioii on her fbns ag^ ? 

tJOHe CQmes n6t, Jwtl without thy powMiil willf 
Lo! ^SSl he liyes> purfues, smd conquers flill! 
Yet hear 017- counfel, and his word withfbndi 
TheGriiKs main body to the fleet comniandi 
But let die few whom brisker fpirits wano» 

33f Stand the firft oniet, and provoke the florm: 
Thus point your arms; and when ilich foes appear^ 
Fierce as &e is, let HtBw learn to fear. . 

Thewarrior ipoke, the lif^'ningG>«fib obey, 
Thickning their ranks, and form a deep array» 

340Eieh;4fMMr^ Ite»V Mtrion, gave command, 
Th^ valiant leado: of the Ovr^ni baad, 
lijui M»'s')Stt Meges : Thefe the chiefs exciter 
^pfo«cE the ibe^. and meet the coming fight, 
(dbindji unnumber'd multitudes attend, 

345*1^. fllKlk the navy, and the fhores defend, 
TxSt oa the front the preflSng Trojans hear, 
AadUt^or firfl came tow'ring to the war. 
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> 

Vhotbu6 himfelf the rufliing battel led.f 

A veil of clouds involved his ladiaot head: . -i 

35'0 High-held before hicp J^^^m's enormous fliield 
Portentous fhope, and ihaded all the field, • - 
Vtiktm to Jove th' immortal gift confign'dj 
To icatter hofts> and terrify mankind. 
The Qreeks txpc€t the fhockj tlie damours riie • t 

^ff From difF'rent parts> and mingle in the skies. 
Dire was the hiis of darts, by heroes Hung, 
And arrows leaping ftom the bowibing fungi 
Theie drink the life of gen'rous warriors flain i 
Thofeguiltleis fall, and tUrft for blood in vain« , 

360 As long as rhotSus bore unmov'd the ihield, . 
Sate doubtful Conqiieft hov'ring o'er the field $ 
But when aloft he fhakes it in the skies. 
Shouts in their ears, and lightens in their ejes, 

▼. 3^a. ^m when akft hefhakn,'] j^tto 10 chit paffige, by tfail 
mere (baking his c^gist wichouc a&iag oflen(ively> annoys tnd 
puts the Greeks into diforder. Emfiatbhu thinks that fbch a mo- 
tion might pofCbly create thp (ame oonfufian, as hath been report- 
ed by hi/brians to proceed from fame fears: or that * it inig^t 
intimate fbmc dreadful confiifion in the air, andL« ndUe i0ium 
^m thence -, a notion which feems to be warranted by Jlfi»*% 
outcry9 which prefently follows in the (ame Ttrie. Buc perhapt 
we need not go (b fiar to account for thirfidion oi Homers The 
fight of a hero's armour often has the like efied in an Epic Poem : ' 
The (hield of Vfwct Artbm in Sfemer works che fame i^onderi 
with this c/£j;/i of j^B§, 



t • ■ 1 « 



Deep 



Book XV. HOMERs ILIAD, if 7 

Deep horror feizes every Gricum bread:, 
^6f Their force is faumUed, and their fear confeft. 

So flies a herd of oxen, fcatter'd wide. 

No {wain to guard 'em, and no day to guid^ 

When two fell lyons from the mountains come. 

And fpread the carnage thro' the (hady gloonu 
70 Impending Fhcebus pours aiound 'em fear» 

And Jirtf 3ndHe&or thunder in the rear. 

Heaps fidl on heaps: the flaughterZ2r^ar leads > 

Firft great ArcefiUs^ then Stichim bleeds^ 

One to tiic bold Boeotians ever dear, 
175* And one Mamfihm^ friend, and fiun'd oo m pecf#< 

Uiim zodiafus^ JEneas ipedi 

TUs i^vung iromlheUfs^ and xh^Afhenmns led| 

« 

But hapleis Medm from oUms came; 
Him^tf^.Iionbur'd with a brother's name,' 

j8oTho' l>oi^ o^ lawlefs love: From home expdP4 
A boniih'd man, in Thyltta he dweH'd, 
Rre&'d by the vengeance of an angry wifi^ 
2^9r ends, at kfl, his labours and his life. 
Mtejfiis next, Po^^/wM/o'erthrew^ 

3Sf And thce^ faravedMiv^/ great.4j^c»r (lew. 



By 



« 

67 Vms^ Btiochus inglorious dies, 

Piq:c*d thra' the fhoulder as he biftly ffiles. 

jpfififf/* arm kid EehitM on the plain $ 

StretchM ott one^heapj the* ri£k)rs fyc^ the flaiiT. 

390TIie Gmtks difinajr'd, oonfus'd, difpcrie or faff. 

Some feek the trendr, fbme skulk bdiind the waflr 
While theft fly trembling; others pant for bwatfir 
And o'er the daughter iSalks gigantic death. 
On rufh'cf tx>]dir#^^» gibomy as the aighti 

395^ Forbids to phukler, animates the fight. 

Points to the fleet: For by theGodis, whd tSOBSr 
Who dares but finger, by this Band he dies ; 



Fier(^d thro* the /hmUers as bt bafelj fiies* 
Here is ooe thai f^ under the fi>ear of Parisi finittes in the e>* 
tremity (^. bit fliouldcr as he ix«as Afvag* This ^ves occiGqb t» 
a pretty obfenration in Emfiathimsy that this is the only Greik who 
£dls by a wound in the baclt> €0 carefcl nUtmer of the hoDovr el 
his countrymen. . And this, remark will appeac not ill. giouAdfi^ 
if we except the death of l^ttmem in the beginning of AY. 6. 

V. 396. Ftir byjhg Q»di» wim fiien Qcc.J It (boietimci hy p ea fc 
(fays Longinm) that a writer in fpeaking of (ome perfboi all 00 
a fudden puts himfelf ih that other's phce^ and am his pare ; V 
figure which nivkf the imgetuoficy and hurry of paffioo* It in 
diis which Homer pra^iifes in thefe Verfes > the Poet ftops his nar- 
ration) forgets his own perfon* and inflantlyi without any notice* 
puts this precipitate menace into the mouth of his furious ant 
uaoiported hero. How mufl his difcourfe have languilh'd) had he 
fiiy'd to tell us, Hedor then faU thefe» vr the like vmds ! Infiead 
of which by this unexpeded cranfitioa he prerentf the readcr>, and 

the 
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. No weqmig £to his ooM eye ihall doie, ■ 

No iriendly band liis fiin'ral pyk con)pofe, 
CO Who flops to plunder^ ia this fignal hour. 

The birds fhail tear him, and the dogs devotir. 
Fnrious he faid, the fmarting icoin^e refoondftj; 

The o ou r/crs flyj the fmoaking chariot bounds: 

The hoSt^ naSi on; loud damours fhake the (bores 
pfThe borfes thunder. Earth and Ocean soar ! 

Af^^ planted at the trench's bound, 

Pufh'd at the bank : down iimk tfateormoiiS'inoand: 

RoU'd in tfae<litch the heapy mia lay; 

A iudden road! a long and amj^e wij. 
410 O'er the dread feffe ( a Jate-impendous ^c^ 

Now fleeds, and men, and cars tumultous pafs. 

The wond'ring crowds the downward lerd Uod^ 

Beforetbem iflam'd ^ ^fhidd, a«d naardi'd the Godr 



Oe tranficioo is made before die Poet himfelf feems (enfiUe be 
hAxm\^ ic The true and proper place fbr this figtire it when 
the -flBif prefleis tnd wiien the occafion wiB sot allow of any de- 
lay : It is elegant dien to pals £rom one perfbn to another, as in 
that of HecMtmu, The heraU» actremely ifimtented at the orden 
hi'badreteh/di gave cwnmand to the HeradidaB to withdrato, ■■ •■• ■ 
pkm way "in my fvmr to he^ yon i if therefort yon tfonid not pertlh 
•cMimti^, and if yon wonld not htvohe me too m yonr min, defartt snt 
pA s ittnM ornery fimt tther^etfle* LeogUiusi tkf*^i. 



Then 
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Then with his hand he fhook the mighty wall j 
Al^ And lo ! the turrets nod, the bulwarks fell. 
Eafy, as when aihore an infant (lands. 
And draws imagin'd houfes in the fands 5 
The.^rtivc wanton, pleas'd with fome new plajr. 
Sweeps the dight works and fafhion'd domes away. 
42.0 Thu$ vaniih'd, at thy touch, the tow*rs and walls; 
The toil of thoufands in a moment falls. 

The Qncitms gaze around with wild defpair, 
Gonfiis'd, and weary all the powers with prayV^ 
Exhort their men, with praiies, threats,' commands; , 
425* And urge the Gods, with vwits, eyes, and hands. 
Ezperienc'd Iflejkr chief obte^ the skies. 
And weeps his country with a father's eyes. 

O '^cvi ! if 6ver on his native fhore, 
Oqc Grtk enrich'd thy fhrine with ofier'j gore; 



'■» 



If 



V.415. As vfherrafhre an h^antfignis^ This fimile of the fiod 
is inimitable ; it is not eafy to imagine any thing more ezaft and 
emphatical to de&ribe the .tumbling and confiis'd heap of a wallt 
in a moment. Moreover the comparifbq here taken from ikikl is 
the jufter, as it rifes from the very place and fcene before us. For 
the wall here demolifhed) as it was founded on the coafta moft 
needs border on the faad ; wherefi[»re the (imilitude is borrowed 
im'mediatdiy from the fubjeA matter under view. Emfistbim, 

V. 420'. Oh Jove ! if evert &c.] The form of Nefitfs prayer in 
this place refembles that of CArjf« in the firfl book. And it is 
"worth remarking that the Poet well knew what ihame and oon- 

fofioo 
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If e'er, in hope our country to behold. 
We paid the fetteft firftlings of the fold,- 
If e'er thou iigh'ft our wilhes with thy nod \ 
Perform the promifeof a gracImisGod!. 
This day, prderre our navies from the ilame. 
And fave the xeliques of the Gre«M9 name. 

Thus pray'd the iaget Th* Eternal gave confentj 
And peals of thunder (hook the firmament. 
Prefumptuous l>v^- mjfhiok th* accepting fign, 
And.catch^d new fury at the voice divine. 



JufioD the |[< f yhiod i og oiM.of pt£i benefits is a^ to prodabe. From 
the lame topick Achilles talks with*his .mother, and ThetU hcrfelf 
accofts Jwe ; and likewife Phtemxi where he holds a ptrley with 
jfchtUes, This righteous prayer hath its wiAed accomplilhment; 
BmJiathiMS. 

V. 4 3 8. Prejumfptom Troy rmftoek the Jign^ Tlie thunder of Ju- 
fiter is de^gn'd as 9 mark of his acceptance of Nefior*s pfayer5» 
and a fign of Ws ftvour to the (rreeks, ■ Howerer , there Iwing 
nothing in the prodigy particular co the Greeks^ xhtTrojanstit^^oasA 
it in their own fevoui:> as tiiey leem warranted by their prelenc 
fuccels. Thi^ietf-partiality of men in appropriating to themfelves 
the prote&ion of heaven, has always been natural co them. In the 
lame manner virgil makes Timms explain the transformation of 
xhtT^cjan iiupa into nymphs,, as an ill omen to the Trojans, 

Trojofios hsc mmfira fetunti his J«piter ipfi 
Anxilinm folitwn erifuit, 

Hiftory ftini(hei' Wan^inftahces of oradM, which by rwlbn <tf 
this parrtal intA^rfttetion, ; fias proved an occafion tp lead men into 
great ihixfoitiiilM r It Vaif' the cafe oi Cncjhs In his wars with 
Cjrns ', and a like miihUse engaged Qrr^iiti co make war upon the 

As, 
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440 As, when black tempdb mix the ieas and skies. 
The roaring deq)s in watry mountains riie. 
Above the ikies of ibme tall fhip aiRrend, 
Its womb they debge, and its ribs they xend? 
Thus loudly roaring, and o*erpow'iing aiB^ 

44f Mount the thicbZhP^ up theGrfcMUi Wall) : 
Legions 00 kgioos £n>m dich iide.arHe: 
Thick found the keels « the ficMrm of arrows flies. 
Fierce on the (hips above, the cars bebWj 
Thefe wield the mac^ ai|d.tbo& the ja^iiQ tfanw* •'> 

^/•Q While thus the thunder of the battel rag'd. 
And laboring amlies round thtt MForks ^iMirVl^ ' 
Still in the tent P^tfrodbKfiat^ to tend . . 

The good Eu^hs, his wounded friend. 
He i^rinkles healing balms, to anguifh kind, 

4ff And adds diicourie, the medicine of the mind. 
But when he fkw, afcending up the fleet, 
Vi^hxiousZ^: Then Parting f3x>m his ieat. 
With bitter groans his fbrrows he exprefl;. 
He wrii^ his hands, he beats his manty breafl. 



.1'. 



V.44L Qm thfi Jh{pt ahove, the ears hbm.'] Thi« it a new (oMjf 
.latceU which Homer has nevar before menttoo'd » die <7rrd^< 00 
i^ir (hips* and Che Tref«fi in their chariots^ %bt u en a ^aio. 
JStffiathim. 



Tho' 



Book XV. HOMERs tLUD. iS^ 

f6o Tho* yet thy fkte require- redrefs (he cries) 
Dqnrt I muft: What horrors fh-ike my cycs^?^ 
Charg'd with AchiUej' high commands I go^ 
A mournful witnefs of this fcene of woe : 
I haile ta urge him, by Us coontrey *s care. 

l^S To riilb in arms, aoid ihine ^;sa in waer. 

Perhaps/ fbmc far'ring God his ibui may bendi 
The voice is pow^fuf of a falthf^ j&iend^ 

He fpoke^ and peaking fwif»lr than the wind 
Sprung from the tent> and ]eft the war bchind> 

1)0 Th* embody 'd Greeks the fierce attack fcftain. 
But ArivCy tho' tfuiif'rous, to repulfe itt vain. 
Nor could thfc2>i^<i«f, thro* that firm array. 
Force J to thfi fleet and tents, th'impcrvious way. 
As when a fhipwtight with ^aUftdmn art, 

^75* Smooths the rough wood, and levels evYy partj 
With equal hand he guides his whole defijgn. 
By the jillb rtiici and the dire£i:Ing line. 



V. ii72. Nor cofild tJft Trojani Fotcty to thefitit and fmtsi 

th' imperiic/fs rcayJ] Homer always marks diflin6tly the place of 
bactcl i he hete flftws us clearly, that the Trojans attack'd the 
firft line of the fleet that (lood-oexc the wall* or the veflels which 
were drawn foremoft on the land : Thefe veflels were a ftrong 
rampart to thtf ttfats which were pitdi'd behind, and to the odieT 
lire of the navy which fbod nearer to the iea ; to penetrate there* 
fore to the tents, they muft* neceflaiily force the firll line* and dcr» 
^eat the troops which defended it. Eitfiathim^ 

H Thft 
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The martial leaders, with like skill and care, 
Prefcrv'd their line, and equal kept the war. 

480 Brave deeds of arms thro' all the I'anks were try*d. 
And every ihip iuflain'd an equal tyde* 
At one proud bark, high- tow 'riqg o'er the fleet* 
Ayw the great,. and god-like HtBar meet: 
For one bright pri^e the matchlefs chiefs contend $ 

48^ Nor this the ihips can fire, nor that defend i 
One kept the fhore, and one the veflel trod \ 
That fix'd as fate, this a^led by a God. 
The ion of Cfytius in hi$ daring hand. 
The deck approaching, ihakes a flaming brandi 

4po But pierc'd by Telamon's huge lance e^^ires > 

Thund'ring he falls, and drops th' extinguifh'd fires. 
Great Hecior view'd him with a (ad fiirvey. 
As flretch'd in duil before the flern he lay. 
Oh ! all of Trojm, all of tydan race ! 

495* Stand to your arms, maintain this arduous fpace. 
Lo! where the fbn of royal Clytius lies. 
Ah iave his arms, iecure his obfequies ! 

This faid, his eager jav'lin fought the foe : 
But Ajfix fhunn'd the meditated blow. 

<OoNot vainly yet the forceful lance was thrown j 
It flrctd:'d in dufl imhappy Lyco^cn: 



An 
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An exile long, fuihin'd at Ajax boards 

A faithful iervant to a ^eign Lord i 

In peace, in war, for ever at his fide, 
OJ* Near hi5 lov'd mafter, as he liv*d, he dy'd. 

From the high poop he tumbles on the fand. 

And lies, a lifelefs load, ^oog the land. 

With anguifh jtjax views the piercing fight. 

And thus inflames his brother to the fight. 
^0 TiHcer, behold! extended on theihore 

Our ^ieod, our lov'd companion! now no morel 

Dear as a parent, with a parent's care 

To fight our wars, he left his native air. 

This death dephr'd to Ht£ior*s rage we owe : 
^S Revenge, revenge it on the cruel foe. 

Where are thofe darts on which the fates iitttnd? 

And where the bow which Thxbtts taught to bend ? 
^Impatient Temer^ hafl'oing to his aid. 

Before the chief his ample bow difplay'dj 
iO The well-jftor*d quiver on his fhouldcrs hung : 

Then hifs*d his arrow, and the bow-fbing fiing. 

0^$$St ^ifewr^s fbn, renowned in fam^ 

(To thee, FofydarnaiJl an honour's name) 

Drove dirough the thickefl of th* embattel'd plains 
If The ftartUng ileeds, and fhook his eager rdns« 

H 2 f,^ 
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As all on glory ran h\s ardent niind> 
'The pointed deafh arrcfts him from behind.: 
Thro' his fair neck the thrilling arrow flics ! 
In youth's firfl: bloom rduftantly he dies. 
fS^ HurPd from the lofty feat, at diftancc for. 
The headlong couriers fpura his einpty carj 
*TiIl fad Tolydamas the ftceds. reftrain'd. 
And, gave Afymusy to thy careful hand ; 
Then, fir*d to vengeance, rufh'd axnidft the foe; 

53 J* Rage cdg'd his fwoxxi, aod llrengthen^d cv'ry bJoir. 

Once more bold JHicer^ m his ceontry's caufe ' 
At Hecior's breaft a choicn. arrow 'dra.ws> 
And had the wcspon found* t he. deitirfd. way. 
Thy fall, great Trojan-! had.renown'd that day. 
•J do But HcS^, WBS not doomed to pcrilh thca ; 
Th' all'W^ifb Diipoier of the fates, of men, 
(Imperial y<ryf) hi«.pr«feiit death withfiands; 
Nor was fuch glory due taXettcer*^ hands. 
At his full flretchas- the t!Ough. ilring he drevr, 

54 f- Struck by an aj^w un&en it buri^ in tw»i 

Down dropp*d the- bow-: the- ffiaft with- brasseir heai 
Fell innocent, and on- the- duftlay dead. 
Th* aftomlh'd archer to great -^;rAf cries j 
Some God prevents ourdcftixr'd ca tc r p r i ze; 

Some 
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^^0 Some God, fropitiovs to chb ^I^9jdn foe. 
Has, froni my trm uit^liog, ifhvtck the bow» 
And broke the ntXJfc my hands had tvrmVi whh fttt» 
Strong to impell the >fl>ght of many a dorr. 
Since heav*n commands it {Ajax made reply) 

f^^f Difmiis the bow, and lay the arrows by-j 
Thy arms ae leis iiifiice the lance to wieki« 
And quit the quiver ibr the pond'rous fhield^ 
In the firfl ranks indulge thy thiril of fame. 
Thy brave example (hail the reft enflame. 

rfo Fierce as they are^ by long faocefles vain i 
To force Ojur fleet, or ev- n a -flyp to gain. 
Asks toil, and fwcat, and blood : Their utmoU migh^ 
Shall find its match^No more : 'Tis ours to £ght. 
Then Hucer laid his faithlefs bow afidej 

r^iyllie fourfold buckler o'er his flioulder ty'd,- 
On his brave head a crefted hdm he plac*d» 
With, nodding horichair formidably grac'd -, 
A dart, whole point with brafs refulgent fhinw. 
The warrior trields $ -and his great brother jolns*^ 

')0 This UeSior law, and thus exprefs/l his joy. , 
Ye troops of lycM^ Dar/kms, and 7>vy / 
Be mindful of your lelves, your aacknt fame^ 
And Ipread your glory with the navy's flame, 

Hj JVvr 
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* 

Jff\it is with us; I £kw his hand* but now, 
jyy From the proud archer flrike his vaunted bow*^ 

Indulgent Jw^ ! how plain thy ^vours ihinc» 

When happy nations, bear the marks divine ! 

How etfy then, to fee the finking ftate 

Of realms acciu-s'd, deferled, reprobate ! 
ySo Such is the fate of Gree$e, and fuch is ours : 

Behold, ye warriors, and exert your powVs. 

Death is the worfti a fate which all mufl trys 

And, for our country, 'tis a blifs to die. 

The gallant man, tho' (lain in fight he be 
fS^Y^t leaves his nation &fe, his chiMren fireei 

Entails a debt on all the grateful flate j 

His own brave friends fhall glory in his filter 

• »— ■ ,- 

V. 5-80. Deafh is the wnrft^ &c.] *TS« with very great addrelc* 
diac to the bittemefs of death, he adds the advantages that were to» 
accrue after lu And the anciencs are of opinion, that 'twou'd be 
as advantagious for young (bldiers to read this leflbn, .concife as it 
is, as all the volumes of lyrtiuu, wherein he endeavours to ratle 
the fpirixs of his oountreymen^ Howfr makes a noble enumeration 
of the parts wherein the happinefs of a dty confifls. For having 
told u»in another place, the three gseat evils to whicha oawn> when 
taken, is fubjed,* thefkughter of themen,the definition of the place 
by fire, the leading of their wives and children into captivity: now 
lie reckons up the bleffings that are contrary to thc^e calamities. 
To the flaughter of the men indeed he makes no oppofition; be- 
oaufe it is iiot neceflary to the well being of a city, that every in- 
dividual fhoukl be laved) and not a man (lain. Enftathim^ 
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His wife live honoured, all his race fucceed s 

And late poflerit^ enjoy the deed ! 
JO This rous'd the ibul in ev*ry THjm brcaft : 

The ^ydi'V^t AjAx next Ys^Greeks addrefl. 
How long, ye warriors of the Atgtvk ncc, 

(To gen'rous Argos what a dire di/gracef) 

How long, on thefe curs*d confines wfll ye Iic> 
9S Yet undetermined, or to live, or die ! 

What ho[>es remain, what methods to retire. 

If once your veflels catch the Trojan fire ? 

Mark how the flames approach, how near they fait 

How He^or calls, and Trey obeys his call ! . 
5oo Not to the dance that dreadful voice invitts. 

It calls to death, and all the rage of £ghts. 



9 



■ 

▼. 5'9>^ TIee god-like Ajax next.'} The oracion of IMor is more 
fpleodid and 0iining than that of Ajaxy and alfo more fblemn* 
from his ientjments concerning the favour and afliflance of 7*E^ 
ter. But that of Ajax is the more politick} fuller of t^anageipent, 
and apter to perfuade : For it abounds with no lefs than feven ge- 
nerous argHmeats to infpire refblutioa. He exhorts his people 
even to death> from the danger to which their navy was expofed* 
which if once cbnfumed, they were never like to get home. 
And as the Trojans were bid to die> fo he bids his men dare to 
die likewife; and indeed with great neceffity i for xhcTrojans may 
recru'it after the engagement, bur for the Greeks^ diey had no bet- 
ter way than to hazard their lives ; and if they fliould gain nothin|r 
elle by it, yet at leafl they would have a fpeedy dUpatchj not -« 
liogring and dUacory deftru&ion. Ettfiathim. 

H 4 !Tif 
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*Tis now no time fi»r wifdom or dehttcsi 

To your own hands are trufted all your fillet ; 

And better far, in one dec^fi¥e (Irifc^ 
60 j* One day fhall end our labour, or our life; 

Than keep this hard-got inch of faarreo faodf^ 

Still prefs'd, and prefs'd by iuch inglorious handle 
The ^KningOrefms (cc\ their leaders dame. 

And ev'ry kindling boibm pants for £une. 
^(O '^^^ mutoal {laughters ^ead on either (kks 

ByHeSar here the Thoc'mn Schedius dy*d^ 

There pierced by Ajftx^ funk LaoJatmas^ 

I 

Chief of the foot, of old Afittmr^^ race. 
Tofydamas laid Otm <m the fand, 

5l r The fierce commands of th' Efnan band< 
His lance bold Meges at the vidtor threw y 
The vi£h3ir flooping, from the death withdrew^ 
(That valu'd life, O Thcebm! was thy care) 
But Croefinus* bofbm took the flying fpear: 

620^5 corps fell bleeding on the flippVy (horei 
His radiant arms triumphant Megts bore^ 
Da!»psy the fbn of Lampus rufhes on. 
Sprung from the race of old Laomedcn^ 
And fam*d for prowefs in a well-fought field j 

j-j- He pierc'd t;he cenpre of the founding (hicld: 

,. ^ But 
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But MegeSf.Thjhfu* ampk iireaflpkte wore^ 
(Well known in fight on Sdks^ winding (hore. 
For King Eupheta gave tlic golden mail, 
Compadl> and firm with many a jointed fcale) 

30 Which* oft, in cities ftorm'd, and battels won. 
Had faV'd the father, and now &vcs tiie Ibn. 
Full at th^Trc^an's head he urg'd his iance. 
Where the high pkmcs above the helmet dance,-* 
New-ting'd with T^ian dye: la duft below 

3 J Shorn from the creft; the purple honours glow^ 
Meantime the fight the Sfartan King liirvcy'd. 
And Aood by Meges fide, a fuddea afid, , 
Thro' Dolops^ (houlder urg'd his forceful dart, 
Which held its paflagc thro* the pqaiting heart, 

J40 And iHu'd at his breaft. With thund'r-ing (bund* 
The warrior falls extended on the ground. 
In rufli the conquering Greeks to fpoil die fhini- 
But HcBer's voice excites his kindre'd trains 
The hero mod, from Hketacn fprung, 

145- Fierce Mf/^iw^^fwi,, gallant, brave and young. 
He (e'er to Troy the Grecians crofsM the main). 
Fed his large oxen on Ferc»te's plain ; 
But when opprefs'd, his country claims his care," . 
Retufe'd to ilkn, and -cxccU-d in waf ; "* 

H jT For 
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^5*0 For this, in IV/wwV court he hcU his pkcc, 
Belov'd so Icfs than PrMx»'s> royal race. 
Him Hector fiiigled, as his troops he led, . 
And thvs infkm'd him, pointing to the deadk 
Lo MfUmffHs I lo where JDol/ifs liess. 

€fS And is it thus our royal kinfman dies ? 

O'ermatch'd. he Ms 4 to two at once a prcy^ 
And lo Jl they beai* the bloody arms away ! 
Come o n . ■ m . a diflant war no longer wage,. 
But hand to hand thy countrey's foes engage:. 
^ 660 Till GrefCi at. once, and all her glory end >, 
Or llion from hq: towVy height defcend, 
Heav'd from the lowed flone^ and bury all 
In one fad &pulcbre, one common fall. 

He^ (this faid) ruih*d forward on the foes-:. 

i6j With equal ardour MeUnlfpus glows : 

Then j^ax thufi— Oh Greeks! relpe^ your fanui, 
Refped^ yo^ir felves, and learn an honeil fliame: 
Let mutual revVence mutual warmth inipire, , 
And catch from brcaft xo breaft the noble 'fire^ 

tfyo On valoujr's fide the odds of combate lie. 
The brave live glorious, or lamented die j 
The wetch that trembles in the field of fame, 
Meets death, and.woric than dt^th, eternal ihame^ 



His 
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His gen'rous ienfe he not in vain imparts > 

67f It funk, and rooted in the Grecian hearts. 

They join, they tlirong, they thicken at his call,: 
And flank the navy with a brazen wall ^ 
Shields touching fhields, in order blaze above>^ 
And flop the Tt^jansy tho* impell'd by Javi. 

^ The fiery Sfjortan firft, with loud applaiiie. 
Warms the bold fbn of Neflcr in his caufe. 
Is there (he laid) in arms a youth like you. 
So fhrong to fight, fo adive to purfiie ? 
Why /land you diflant, nor attempt a deed? 

iSj* Lift the hol^ lance, and make fbme Trojan bleed.. 
He laid, and backward to the lines retir'd j 
Fcwth rufli-d the youth, with martial fury fir*d. 
Beyond the foremofL ranks j his lance he threw,. 
And round the black battalions call his view. 

590 The troops of Th>y recede with fliddcn fear. 
While the fwift jav'lin.hifs^d along ixi air. 



V.677. -'"^ fi^ *^' "^ »'*'* ^ brazen wan.'] The Poet has 
built the Grecians a new fort of wall out of their arms ; and per- 
haps oncittvight fay, 'twas from this paflage jifolh borrow'd that 
oracle which he gave to the jfthemans about their wall of wood ; 
io like manner the Spartans were iaid to have a wail of bonet : If 
fo, we muft allow the Cod not. a little obliged to the Foct. Emt 



H 6 Advan- 



j 



' 174 tiOMER's ILIAD. Book XV: 

Advancing Menalifpus met the dart 
With Iiis bold breafl, and felt it in his heart I 
•Thundering he falls ; his falling arms refbund, 

6^f And his broad buckler rings againft the ground. 
The victor leaps upon his proftrate prize j 
Thus on a Roe the well-breath*d beagle Bics, 
And rends his iide, freih-blecding with the dart 
The dillant hunter fent into his heart. 

700 Obfcrving Hetior to the refcue flew j 
Bold as he was, jintilochtis withdrew: 
So when a iavage, ranging o'er the plain. 
Has torn, the fhepherd's dog, orfhepherd fWaini 
While conlcious of the deed, he glares around, 

705* And hears the jgath'ring multitude reibund. 
Timely he Kics the yet-untafled food. 
And gains the friendly fhelter of the wood. 
So fears the youth j all Troy with fhouts purfue; 
While ftoncs and darts in mingled temped flew r 

*jlQ^\xX. cnter'd in the Grecian ^;anks, he turns 
.His manly brea/l, and with new fury burnr. 

Now on the fleet the tydes of Tnfjans^ drx)V«> 
; fierce to fulfil the flern decrees of Jove : 
The Sht of Gods, confirming !P&frt** pray'r, 

y I ^ The GrecUn ardour quench'd in deep deipair j 

.4. But 
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But lifts to glory Trcfi prevailing band^ 

Swells all their hearts, and fbcngthens all their haikb^ 

On Idah top he waits with longing eyes. 

To view the navy blazing to the skies j 

Then, nor till then, the fcale of war fhall turn. 

The Jrojam fly, and conquered Ilian bum. 

Thefc fates revolv'd in his almighty mind^ '\ 

He raifes He^ot to the work defign'd. 

Bids him with more than mortal fiiry glow,' 

And drives him, like a lightening, on the foe. ^ 

So Mars, when humane crimes for vengeance call. 

Shakes his huge jav'lin, and whole armies faH. 

Not with more rage a conflagration rolls. 

Wraps the va/l mountains^ and involves the poles. 



T. 725. He ratfes Heftor, &€."] This pi^urc oi UeSwi lmpuli*4 
by Jupiter, i& H very finUh'd piece, and excels all the drawings of 
this hero which Homer has given us in Co various accicudes. He 
K herereprefenwdas an inHrutaent in the hand of Jt^iter> to bring 
about chofe defigns the God had long projected ; And zs his fatal 
hour now approaches* Jove is willing to recompenfe his hafty 
death with this (hort-Kv'd glory. Accordingly, this being the laft 
fcene of/Vi£lory he is to appear in, the Poet introduces him v/ith 
all imaginable pomp> and adorns hini with all the terror of a con- 
queror : His eyes iparkle withiire, his mouth foams with ftiry> 
his figure is compared to the God of War, his rage is equall'd to Z- 
ronflagrarion and a ftorm» and the deftruflion he caufes is reienj- 
5led to that which a lyon makes among the herds. The Poet, hif 
this heap of comparifons, raiies ehe idea.of the hero h)|;her than 
my fimple defaiption ootild reach*. . -' 
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73^ He foams with wrath; beneath his gloomj brow 
Like fierj meteors his red eje-balls glow: 

The radiant helmet on his temples bums. 
Waves when he nods, and lightens as he tiim&: 
ForJ^rwt his Iplendor round the Chief had thrown,, 

735* And caft the blaze of both the hofb on one. 
Unhappy glories ! for his fate was near. 
Due to item Talks^ and f^Pe/r^/ef'fpear:. 
Yet y<rvt defcrr'd the death he was to pay. 
And gave what fate allow'd, the honours of a day ! 

740 Now all on fire for fame, his breail* hi& eyes 
Bum at each ioc^ and finglc ev'ry prize i. 
Still at the doieft ranks, the thickefl fight. 
He points his ardour, and exerts his might. 
The Grecian Phalanx movelefs as a tow'r 

7451 On all fides battcr'd, yet refills hispow'r: 
So fbmc tall rock overhangs the hoary main>. 
By winds aflail'd, by billows beat in vain,. 



V. 7 36. His fate was near Dne tojhm PaBaiJ It may 

be ask*d, what FaUas has to do with the Fatesi or what Power 
has (he over them ? Homer fpeaks thus> becauft Minerva has al- 
ready relblv'd to fuccour jichiUeSi and deceive Heffor in the com- 
batc between thefe two heroes* as we find in book 22. Properly 
fpeakinga Pallas U nothing but the knowledge and wilclom ci 
Jove » and it is wifdom which prefides over the counsels of his 
providence; therefore ihe may be looked upon as drawing all 
things to the £ical cerm to which they ve deaced* Dader, 

Unmoy'd, 



Book XV. HOMERs ILIAD 177 

UnxnoyM, it hears, above> the tempefl blow,. 

And fees the watry mountains break below, 
V^GirtLin ftirrounding flames, he ieems to fall. 

Like fire from Jomt^ and burfts upon them all :. 
" Burfls as a wave that from the clouds impends. 

And fwell'd with tem^As on the ihip defcends;. 

White 



T# 75'2. *Blfrfis at 'a trnnt^ &c.] Lcnginns, obfervihg that ofren- 

limes the principal beauty of writing cooiifls in the judicious af- 

icmUing together of the great circumflances, and the firength with 

which they are mark'd in the proper place} chufes this paflage of 

Homer as a plain inftance of it, " Where (fays that noble critick). 

** in deforfbing Ae terror of a tcmpeft, lie takes care to exprelV* 

** whatever are the accidents of moA dread and horror in fuch a 

** fituation : He is not content to tell us that the mariners were in 

** danger* but be brings thorn btfore our eye», as in a pi6hire,-up« 

«* on the point of being every moment overwhelm'd by every 

** wave; nay, the very words and fyllables of the defcription give 

«( OS an iniage of dieir peril." He DiewS) that a Poet of. left jttdg> 

mcnt would amufe himfelf. in lefs important circumflances, and 

jfpcul the whole e(Fe£l of the image by minute, ill-chofen, or iii- 

perfluous particulars. Thus uiratus endeavouring to refine upon 

ibac Une, 

ufndinjiant death m ev'ry wave a^earsl 

He tum'd it tfaus> 

ji Jlender $lank preferves them from their fate. 

Which, by floun(hing upon the thought, has lofl the loftinefs and 
tenor of it,. and is Co hi from improving the image, that it lef* 
fens and vatiiflies in his management. By conhn'-ng the dan^^er to 
a Gngle line, he has fearcc left the fhadow of it ; and indeed the 
word ^rr/er-yf J takes away even that. The fame critick b ojuces 
a fragment of an oH poem oa the jirimajpans, written in tbi&> 
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White are the decks wiriefc-fiKmij the winds aload 
yj'j'Howl o'er the mafts, and fing tfiro' c^tj ihroud: 
Pale, trembling, tir'd the iailors freeze with fears;^ 
And inftant death on every wave appears, 
Fo pale the Gneks the eyes of 'HeSior meet. 
The chief fb thunders, and fo ftiakeis ^the Attt^ 
^6c5 As when a lion, rufhing from his den, 
Amidil the plain of fbmc wide-water'd fen, 
(Where num'rous oxen, as at cafe the/ focd^- 
At large expatiate o*er the ranker meadj) 
Leaps on the herds before the hcfrdiinans eyess 
7^5* The trembling herdfman far to diftaiice flics: 
Some lordly bull (the reft difpersM anct fled). 
He fiugles oat i arrefls, and lays him dead. 



folfb taftc, who(e author, he doubts noc> iniagmM he had faid 
fomething wonderful in the follbwing aflFe£leci verfes. I have done 
■ay bet} co give 'em the fame turn* and I believe there are ^io& 
who will not think *em bad ones. 

Te poto'rs! what maduefsi HoM on flaps jo ydU 

{Trewerjdons thought i ) can tkottghtiefs jnort^tis fatlf" 

For Jtoimy feas they qnlt the pUaJmg plain, 

Pl^ut Tcoods in Knaves, and dwell amidf: the maln^ 

Far o'er the deep (a tracktefs pJth) they go, 

jind vcandcr oceanst »» pttrfttit of woa. 

No eafe their hearts, uo reft their eyes um find, 

Cn keav'n their looks, and on the reaves their min^i 

Si:rJf are their fpirits, while their arms they r:ari 

uind Cids are mary'd with their fritkleji pr4^*r, 

Thu* 
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Thus firom the regc crf'^we-Itkc UoBw flew 

All Greu9 in heaps j but x>nc he (cii*d, and flew. 
y^ltyeeruan HrifhtSy a mighty namc> 

la wifHom great, in arms well known to fame : 

The nuni^er oSfictnlEmyfihms^iic 

AgnnA^dleiJes, Ccfrms, was his fire > 

The torn redeem'd the honours of the race, 
ySA fbn tw genVous as the fire was bafci 

Q'er idl Ms countrey's }[.outh CQn:^icuoufi far 

la 'Cv'rjr Yiitne, or of peace, or war : 

^t doooi'd to Hewitt's flrooger ibroe to yicidl ' 

Againll tlie margin of his ample ihidd 
SoHe flmck his hafty foot: his heels up-iprungj 

Si^ae he fell; his brazen helmet rung. 

On the M'n Chief th* invading Trojan prefix 

And plung'd the pointed jav'lin in his breall. 

His circling friends who Ilrove to guard too late 
^yTh'unhappy hero,- fied, or fhar'd his fate. 

Chas'd from thefbrcmoil: line, the GmMH train. 

Now man the next, receding tow'rd the main; 
/ Wedg*d in one body, at the tents they ftand, 

Wall*d round with flerns, a gloomy, dcfp'ratc band. 
790 Now manly fhame forbids th* inglorious flights 

Now &v itfelf confines them to the fight: 

Manv 
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Man courage breeds in man \ but J^tfior moft 
(The p^ prcfcrver of the Grecian hoft) 
Exhorts, adjures, to guard thefe utmoil ibores : 
795* And by their parents, by themiclves, implores. 

O friends ! be men : your geo'rous bjetfb inflame 
With mutual honour, and with mutual ihame! 
Think of your hopes, your fortunes j all tht cace 
Your wives, your infants, and yOur parents fliare: 

y. 796. KcRoi*5 fieechJ] This popular harangue of Nefhr U pBr 
ly extolled as the Arongeft and mod perfuafive piece o£ aasatf 
imaginable. It contains in it every motive by which men can 
be sdOfeSed i. the prefervation of their wives and childreib the fi^ 
cure pofleffion of their fortunes^ the refpeS of thdr living porencb 
and the due regard fbr the memory of thofe that were departid: 
fiy thefe he diverts the Grecians from any thoughts of flight in cfat 

article of extreme peril. Enfiathins. 

This noble exhortation i» finely imitated by 7;$0o, Jea^itltm 
L 10. 

■■ () va/orojo, hor via con qnejla > ' 



Faccia, a ritor lapreda a noi rapita, 
L* imagine ad alcmno in mente defia^ 
Cite la fignra qmajiy eglie l*addita 
De la pregante patria e de la mefia- 
Supplice famiglivola shigottita. 
Qtdi (dicea) che la tua patria Jpiegf» 
Per la nua lingna in tai parole i preghi. 
Gar da tn le mie lt:ggi> e ifacri tempi' 
Fa» ch*i» del fangne nuo non hagni» e Uni^ 
jtjpcttra le virgini da gli empi, 
E ifepokhfrii e le cinere de gli avi. 
A tepiangendo i Icr pajfati tempi 
Mof^an la hiancha'cbiama i vecchigravi: 
A te la mogHe, e le mammelle, e*l pettet, 
Le amct 9 i^li> #*/ marital [no Uttt, 



Think 
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D Think of each living 6thcr*s rcv'rcnd Jiead j 
Think of each anceflor with glory dead i 
Abfent, hj mc they ipeak, by me they fue; 
They ask jtheir fafety and their fame from you: 
The Gods their fates on this one a<Slion lay, 

^ And all are lofl, if you defert the day. 

He ipoke> and round him hreath'd heroic fires^ 
Mmervn. j(econds what the iage infpircs. 
The mift of darknefs y<yve around them threw 
She ckar'd^ refloring all the war to views 

:oA fiidden ray ihot beaming o'er theplain« 
Axid fhew'd the ihores, the navy and the mam ; 
H<t£kr they faw, and all who fly, or fight, 
'The /bene wide opening to the blate of light. 
Firft of the field, great Ajux ftrikes their eyes, 

IjfHis port majeflick, and his ample fize: 
A ponderous mace, with ftuds of iron crown'dj. 
Full twenty cubits long, he fwings around. 
Nor fights like others fix*d to certain flands, 
-Bot looki a moving towV above the bands.; 



' ▼. JU4. Firfi «f the fields grtat Ajax.]. In. this book* Hmert CO 
.faiie the valour of HeSor, gives hUn. Neptmw for an ancagonifl; 
■ aod CO raife chat of jijax, he SrA oppofed to him HeSor, fiipport- 
cd bjr AfS«,^iDd now the fame Heaor impeli'd and ieconded by 
• 2^«rhimfelf, Thefe ani firokes o£ a mafier-handL Emgatbini, 
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820 ^^g^ on the decks, with vaft gigantick ftride. 

The godlike hero ftalfcs from fide to fide. 

So when a horleman from the -VTatry mead *. 

(Skiird in the manage of the toxmdmg ftccd) . 

Drives four fair courfers pra£l:is'd to obey 
82 J" To fome great city thro* the publick wayf 

Safe in his art, as fide by Mt they run. 

He fhifts his feat, and vaults from one to muti. ^ 

And now to this, and now to that he flits ; 

Admiring numbers follow with their eyes, 
gjo ^^om fhip to fhip thus Ajax fwrftly ffcw, . 

No leis the wonder of the warring crew; \ 

V. 824. Drhesftm fak conrferSi &c] The comparKba wUcCt • 
Homer here introduces^ is a demonftration that the art of mouoc- 
ing and managing horfes WW brought to fo great a pcrte&ioa fe- • 
thefe early times, chat one man could manage four ar once> and 
leap from one to the other even when they run fut fpeed. Bof • 
fume obje£^ That the cuftom of riding was cot known m Cretct 
at the time of the Trojan war : Befides, they lay the coniparifbh if 
not jiift, for the horfes are fald to run foil fpecdj where«i thefiiips 
iland firm and unmov'd. Had Homer put the compariibft in tbe * 
mouth of one of his heroes, the obje£bion had been juft, and be * 
guilty of an inconfiAency ; but it is fee himieif . whor feeaks : Sajl- 
dle-horfes were in ufe in his age> and any poet, may be allowed to 
illudrate pieces of antiquity by images familiar to his own times. 
This is fufficient for the firfl objedtion j nor is t^e fecood more 
reafbnable ; for it is not abfohitely neceflary that comparilbat 
fhould correfpond in erery particular ; it fuffices if there he a gi^ 
txnl refemblance. This is only introduced to Oiew the ^ility of 
jfjax, who pafTes fwiftly from one Ttfiel to aoothery tsd it tfacfc* 
ioxe entirely jud. Emfisthins^ 

As 
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!As' furious HeBw thunder 'd threats aloud, 
.And rufh'd cn-ag'd befiiure the Trojan croud : 
"Tiien iwift invades the fhips, whoie beaky prorcf 

IIaj rank'd contiguous on the bending fhores. 
So the flrofig eagje from his airy height. 
Who marks, the fwcin's or crane's embody*d flight, 

; Stomps down impetuous, whiJe they iight for fbod» 

L And ilooping, darkens with his wings the flood. 

f>yv9e leads him on with his ahnighty hand, 

IAnd breaths fierce fpirits in his following baad, 
' The warrmg nations meet, the battoi roars. 
Thick beats thecombate on the founiding prores* 
Thou would'A have thought, £k> furious was their Hrc 
tfNq. force could tame them, and no toil could tirc.j 
As if new vigour from new fights they won. 
And the long battel was but then begun. 
Crtice yet unconqucrM, kept alive the v/ar. 
Secure of death, confiding in dcfpair^ 
07>«y in proud hopes already viewed the main 
■Bright with the blaze, and red with heroes /lain: 
Like ftrcngth is felt from hope, and from dcfpair. 
And* esch- contends, as his were oil thd war. 
*Twas thou, bold HeSior! whofe reliifllcis hand 
"5'Firfl lei%'d a (hip on that contefled fhandi 
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The fame which dead Trotefilaus bore. 

The firft that touch'd th* unhappy Trojan fhore: 

For this in arms the warring nations flood. 

And bath'd their gen'rous breafh with mutual blood. 

S6o No room to poi^ the lance, or bend the bow : 
But hand to hand, and man to man they grow: 
Wounded, they wound} and feek each others hearts ' 
With faulchions, axes, fwords, and fhorten'd darts. 
The ^ulchions ring, fhields rattlp, axes found, 

S6f Swords fia(h in air, or glitter on the ground i 
With fbeaming blood the flipp'ry fhores arc dy'd. 
And flaughter'd heroes fwell the dreadful tyde. 

Still raging He£lor with his ample hand 
Grafps the high flern, and gives this loud command. 

Z*]0 Hafte, bring the flames! the toil of ten long years 
Is finifh'ds and the day defir'd appears i 
This happy day with acclamations greet. 
Bright with deflrudion of yon* hoflile fleet. 



T. 8^6. The fame that dead Protefilaus hwe^ Homer feigns tfait 
Heaor laid hold on the (hip of the dead Protejilamsy rather than on 
that of any other, that he might not difgrace any of hit Gream 
<reneruls. Enftathlus, 



The 
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The coward-counfcls of a tim'rous throng 
^JOfrcv'rend dotards, chcck'd our glory long: 
Too long fwt •luU'd us with lethargic charms* 
But new in peals of thunder calls to arms \ 
In this fpxat day he crowns our full dcfires^ 
Wakes all our force, and {econds all our fires. 
So He ipok o I t he warriors, at his fierce command, 
Pour a new deluge on the Gredan band. 
Ev'n^Vtx paused (Co thick -the jav'lins fly) 
Step'd back, and doubted or to hvc, or die. 



T. 874. The wmmi cmnfils efa Hmhrms thrmg 

Cfrn^rend dotards, 

TStmer adds this with a great deal of art and prudence, to anfwer 
beforehand all the obje£);ions which he well foreHiw might be 
made, becaufe He'dor never till now attacks the Grecians in their 
amp, or endeavours to burn their rjivy. He was retain'd by the 
dders of Trojy who frozen with fear at the fight of Achilles^ ne- 
ver fufifer'd him to march from the ramparts. Our Author forgets 
nothing that has the refemblancc of truth » but he had yet a far« 
ther rcafbn for inferting this> as it exalts the glory of his princi- 
pd hero: Thefe elders of Tnty thought it lefs diffiailt to defeat 
tatGreekSi tho' defended with flrong entrenchments, 'while Achi/lcs 
was not with them j than to overcome them without entrench- 
ments when he aiMed them. And this is the rcafbn that they 
prohibited Heeler before, and petmit him now, to (ally upon the 
enemy. Dacier. 

V. 877. 'Bnt now Jove caUs to armsy &c.] HeUer leems to be 
ienfiUe of an extraordinary impulfe from heaven, fignified by thele 
Words, ^he rmfi mighty hand of Jove p^ang kim on. *Tis no more 
than any other perfon would be ready to imagine, who (hould rife 
from a date of diflrefs or indolence^ into one of good fortune* 
▼isouiy and a^livity. EnJlathiHS, 



^ 
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Yet where the oars are plac'd, he fhnds to wait I ^^ 
5* What Chief approaching dares attempt his fate: |^^ 

£v'n to the M, his naral charge defends. 
Now (hakes his fpear> now lifts, and now protends^ 
Ev'n yet theGrcdb with piercing fhoats inipiFCS* 
Amidfl attaclcs, and deaths, and darts, and firesi 
KD O friends ! O heroes ! names for ever dcar» 
Once fbns of Mars^ and thunderbolts of war! 

Ah! 

V. 890. Tkefpefch «f Ajax.] There is grelc (trengthi doieo^ 
and fpirit in this f].Tccch, and one mighc (like many cridcks ) em- 
ploy a whole page in extolling and admiring it in general termh 
pL3t fi;re the porperaal rapcure of fuch commennaurs, who area!* 
vays giving us excIarMacions infiead of criticifms, may be a mark 
of grjaradm'iratioroinic of little judgment. Of what ule isthiseithtf 
to a reader who has a tafte^or to on? who has not? To admire a 
fine pafia;;e is v. hat the forir.er will co v IrhoLC xis^ and what d»e 
larrer cannot be raiight to iLo hy w. However we ouchr gracefully 
to a:kr.ov.ledije the good nature of mort people, who are not only 
j:l'?.\f:i with this fiiperficlal appIiiiH.* given to tine paflages* but 
arc iikcv/ifc inclined to transfer to the critickj who only poinB 
a: thtfe beautic*$> part of the ad ri: ration juftiy due to the Poe?- 
This is a cheap and ea^ way to fame, which many writers ancr- 
ent and mo.iern, have purfiied with grea: fuv:c.^r«:. Formerly in- 
deed this fort of authors had modefty. and were huniNy content to 
<^n their performances only F/or/.Vg/j or Pcfcs: Bit Cxixr.c of late 
have pafs'd fuch colleftions on the world for criticifras of great 
•Jepth and learning, and feem to expert the fame flo'-vcrs JliouM 
pleafc us better in thefe paltry r.o(epys of their o'a n making up> 
fban in the native gardens wl:ere they grew. As this practice of 
**tolling, without giving reafbns is very convenient for moft 
"^ficer?, Jo it excellently fjics the ignorance or lizine& of moft 
r«dcr«, v'ho will come into any (entimcni ratlier than tate the 
'J^'ihle of refuting it. Thus the complement is mutual ; For as 
^ fuck 
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Ah I yet be mindful of your old renown. 

Your great fwcfethcrs virtues and your own. 

What aids exped you in this utmoft ilrait? 
091* What bulwarks riiing between you and fate? 

No aids, no bulwarks your retreat attend. 

No i&icnds to help, no city to defend. 

This ^t is all you have> to lofe or keep,* 

There fhnd the Trojans^ and here rolls the deep, 
?CX)Tis hoftile ground you tread , your native lands 

Far, far from hence : your fates are in your hands. 
Raging he fpokej nor farther wafles his breath* 

But turns his jav'Iin to the work of death. 

Whate'er bold Trojatt arm'd his daring hands 
^{"Againft the fable (hips with flaming brandy, 
' So well the chief his naval weapon iped, 

The lucklefs warrior at his flern lay dead : 

Full twelve, the boldefl, in a moment fell. 

Sent by great jijax to the fbades of hell. 

filch cricicks do not tax their readers widi any thought to undrr*^ 
fland them) fo their readers in return advance nothing in oppoii- 
rion to fuch criticks. They may go roundly on, admiring and ex- 
claiming in this manner j What an exqmjite jfirit offoetrj Horn 

heamtifml a drcmnfiance What delicacy offentiments With tohat 

art hat the Poet In how fablime andjuji a matmtr How jinefy 

■ hu^fned — —How wonderfnlly beautiful and poetical- — And io pro- 
ceed, without one reafbn to interrupt the courfe of their ek>- 
^ence> moft comfortably and igoorantly appftrophifing to the end 
of the chapter. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The fixth battel: The zGts and death 

of ^atroctus. 

« 

PAtroclus (m furfmnci cf the requefl (f Ncftor m 
the eleventh 6ook) entreats AchUles t$ fitffer him te 
go to the ajpfiance of the Greeks with Achilles'/ troofs 
md armour. He agrees to it, but at the fame time char- 
ges him to content himfilf with rifctdng the fleet, without 
farther pttrfutt of the enemy. The armour, horfes, fo^ 
diers, and officers of Achilles are defcribed, Achilfes <^ers 
0t lihatmfor the ftucefs cf his friend, after wh^^h Patrodus 
kads the Myrmidons to battel. The Trojans* at the fi^ 
ef Patroclus in AchillesV armour, taking him for that hero, 
are caft into the utmoft confternation : He beats them off 
from the vejfels, Hedtor hitmfelf fUes, Sarpedon is kiWd, 
tho^ Jupiter was averfe to his fate. Several other particu- 
lars of the battel are defcribed; in the heat of which , Patro- 
dus, negUBing the ordtrs of Achilles, purfues the foe to the 
walls rf Troy ,• where Apollo refulfes and difarms him, 
Euphorbus wounds him, and Hedbor kills him^ which con- 
cludes the book. 
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So wirr'd both armies on th' eofinguin'd Ibore,' 
While the black reflels fmoak'd with huouui 
gore. 
Meantime Tttmliu to jtchiUei flies ; 
The flrcaming tears M copious from hii ejctj 

Kot 

* Wc bin tc the ecrrance of this boak one of the moll htn.- 
dfiil put) of [he Iliad. The two d'iffereni cturafieii arc admin- 
Hj fiilbun'd in ihr dialogue of the two heio«> wherein there U 
HOC 1 period buc ftrangly nurlu not only Lhcir natural temper, but 
that pariiculti difpoCtian of mind in eicher. whidi arifei fiaai the 
pnletiE Hate of afFiln. We lee fatndtu touch'd with the deepcJI 
axDFafEoQ for ibe miafonune of che Gridi, (irham the Tnj/na^ 
bvl fccc'd to mreai to tbrir Ihips, and wUch fhipa were oo ibe 
point of bunurf] proKrating hlmrdf before the vcllel t^^iMllfit 
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5 Not hSba^ ttickUng to the plains bdow; 

tprnx the tall rock the iaUe waters flow*. 

Di?ine' 



and pouring out his tears at hisf eet. AthiBih flruck with the 
grief of his friend, demands the caufe of it. Pstnelmst pointiog 
to the fliips> where the flames already began to rife, tells him he 
28 harder thaif the rocks or Tea whidi lay in prolpeft bcfbere themt 
if he is not rouch'd' with Co moving a fpedade) and can fee in 
cold blood his friends perilling before his eyes. As nodiing can 
he more natural and iffeSking than the ffcech of Patncimt% to no* 
ahing is more lively and pi^eique than the attitude he ii hat 
4ie(crib»d in. 

The PatBetic of Patrochu's fpeech is finely contrafled by the Pf' 
€rti of that of jichiOts. While the fbnner is melting with fornnr 
j^ his coantreymen, the utmofl he can hope from the latter) is 
iKit to borrow his armour and troops s to obtain his perlbnal a^ 
iBsaact he knows is impoffible. At the very inftant that AdnUes 
is mov'd to ask the caule. of his friend's concem> he feems to (ay 
that nothing could deierve it but the death of their fathers: and in 
the iame breath fpeaks of the total deftni£^ion of the Greeks as of 
too flight a caufe for tears. PatrocbtSfZt the opening of this (peech> 
dares not oame Agamemnon even for being wounded s and afr 
ter he has tried to bend him by all the arguments that could affi^ 
an human breaft> concludes by fuppcfing that fbme oracle or fit- 
pernacural infpiration is the caufe that with-holds his arms. What 
oan match the fiercenefs of his anfwer ? Which implies^ that not 
l&e orades of heaven itfelf fliould be regarded) if they flood in 
competition with his refenrment : That if he yields, it mufl be 
thro' his own mere motive; The only reafbn he has ever to yieldi 
is that nature icfelf cannot fupport anger eternally : And if he 
yields now, it is only becaufe he had before determin'd to do fbat 
a certain time, (//. 9«v. 773.) Thar time was not till the flamtes 
Ihould approach to his own (hips, cilJ the laft article of danger,, 
and that not of danger to Greece^ but to himfelf. Thus his very 
pity has the flerneft qualifications in the world. After all, vcrhac 
is it he yields to ? only to fuffer his friend to go in his fiead, juft 
to Cive them from prefent ruin, but he exprefly fbrlnds him to. 
proceed any farther in their ai£fluice> than bardy to pot out the 

fires* 
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Divine TeUki, witii compdTioR nik)V'<!, . 
Thus ipoke, mdulgeat »i his bed- htfkKr'd. 



fires, andiecurc his own and his friends retorn into their- coon- 
Tty : And all this concludes with a wUh> that (if it were poilible) 
every Greek and every Trojan might peri/h except themfelves. Such 
is that tpr«/jir of jichfUei, that more than wrtth» as theGntk-ftS^if - 
in^pliet) which Hmter has painted in (b (Irpng a. colouring. 

V. 8. IndM^tni ro ibli Af^ ktov'd,'] The fhendHii]^ 6f ^(Wi7^> ' 
and fstmhtt U celebrated by all antiquity : And Hmtrt aotwhh- 
fiaodisg the anger of AchlQet was hit profefs'd fubjeA, has found 
the fecret to di&over> thro' that very anger* the fofter parts of hir 
chancer. In this view we (hall find him generous in his tem^. 
per> defpifing gain and booty, and as far as hit honour is not con- 
cem'd* fond of his miflxefi, and cafy to his friend : Not proud» 
but-when injur*d ; and not more revengeful when ill us'd, Chan- 
grateful and gentle when refpe£tfully treated. ** Patrodtu (fay a 
JPUiofiratM, who probably grounds his ailertion on fome ancient 
tiaditkm) *< was not {o much elder than AehilUs as to preteikl so. 
^-direfl hinb but of a tender, modefi, and unafliiming nature; cxm* 
« fbnt and diligent in his accendance> and Teeming to have no af- 
"* £e£tions but thofe of his friends." The fame author has a ver/ 
pretty paflage, where Ajan is introduced enquiring of JUhiiies* 
".Which of all his warlike a&ions were the mofl d/fHcuIt and. 
<* dangerous to him ? He anfwers> Thofe which he undercook foif . 
'* the fake of his Mends. And which (continues Ajax) were the 
". moft pleafing and eafy ? The very iame> replies Achilles, He, 
then asks him, « Which of all the wounds he ever bore in battel 
" was the mofi painful to him ? Achilles anfwers, That which he 
*« receiv'd from HeUvr. But Heffor, fays Ajax, never gave you a 
'* wound. Yes, replies jtcbtilest a mortal one^ when he flew my \ 
** friend Fatrodus, 

Itia iaid in the life of Alexandtr the Great, that when that 
]^ince vifited the monuments of the beroes at Troy, and pBic'd 9^ 
crowd upon the torfib 6i AchWes 5 his friend Hephafiidn plac'd art-*' 
other on that of Patroclnsy as an intimation of tiis bellig to Alnc'i 
muUr what the other was to Achilles, On which occafion the fiiy< 

1 4 vo^ 
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latroclusy (ay, wiiat grief thy boibm bear^ 
lO That flows fb faft in thde unnumly tears ? 
No girl, no infant whom the mother keeps 
From her lov'd bread, with fonder paffion weeps 5 
Not more the mother's foul that infant warms, 
Ching to her .knees, and reaching at her arms. 
If Than thou haft mine! Oh tell me, to what end 
Thy melting ibrrows thus purfue thy friend ? 

Griev'ft thou for me, or for my martial bond ? 
Or come fad tidings from our native land ? 
Our fathers live, (our firfl, mofl tender care) 
20 Thy good Menoetim breathes the vital air, 



ingof jfUxandcr is recorded; That Achilles »as hafpy initUtfir 
having hadfmh a Friend /« hve him livin^t imd fiuh a Poet U ct' 
kbrate htm dead, 

▼.II. Ntgirl, no infant » &c.] I know the obvious tranflttioD 

•f this paflage makes the compariibn confift only in the tears of 

the infant, apply'd to,thofe of Patroclms, But certainly the idea of 

ibe fimile will be much finer, if we comprehend alio in it the mo- 

Iter's fondneis and concern, awaken'd by this uneafmeO of the 

child, which no lefs aptly correlponds with the tendemels ofAthil' 

Us on the fight of his friend's affli^on. And there is yet a third 

branch of the compariibn, in that puriiiit, and conibnt application 

the infant makes to the mother, in the fame manner as Patncbu 

ibUows Achitles with his grief, till he forces him to take nodce of 

it. I think (all thefe circumAances laid together) nothing can be 

xiore affedling or exa£l in all its views, than this fimilitude i. 

which, without that regard, has pethaps feem'd but low and tri- 

Xial ig an narcflcfting reader. 

And 
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. And boary ^ikm yet extends his days^ 

Pleas'd in their age to hear their children's praife. 

Or may fbme meaner caufe thy pity daim \ 
Perhaps yon' reliques of the Gntuok name» 
^^Doom'd in their (hips to iink by fire and Twordy 
And pay the forfeit of their haughty Lord? 
Whate'cr the caufe, reveal thy fecret care. 
And ipeak thofe fbrrows which a friend would (hare. 
A figh, that inftant, fiom his boibm broke, 
30 Another foUow'd, and TMroclm {poke. 

Let Grtece at length with pity touch thy bread. 
Thy ielf a Greeks and, once, of Gmks the befl! 

L#! 

y.'^u Let Greece at tmgth m'tb pity touch thy breafi^ The com- 
menoitors labour co prove, that the words in the original} which' 
b^in this ipeech, Mn* ftfuTet, 'Be not angry-, i^e not meant to de- 
fire AchiUes to bear no farther refencment againfi the Greeks^ but 
only not to be diipIeasM at the tears which Patro(/ms Iheds ibr, 
their misfortune. Patroclms (they fay) was not (b impnidenc to 
begin his interceifion in that manntr» when there was need of 
iomething more infinuating. I take this to be an excels of refine- 
ment : The purpofe of every period in his fpeech is to perlinde. 
jichiUes to lay afide his anger; why then may he not begin by de- 
firing it? The whole .queftion is. whether he may fpeak openly 
in favour of the Greeks in the fird half of the verfe> or in die Ufir. 
KT? Fpr in the fame line he reprefeots their difbeis* 

-— - — 'NitOt yi§ ixB' fr/V>i«i* 'Ax«wV. 

'Ti9 plain he treats him without much refervei calls him impli- 
iabkj lacvxMsi aod even miichievous (for i^t^'vi impUcs no 




1P(S HOMMR's ILIjfJf. Book XV t 

Lo! ev'ry chief that might her fate prevent. 

Lies pierc*d with wounds, aad bkedii^ in his tent. 
Jf ZHtyfyUit, l^Mdes, Jitrtus* fon. 

And wife Ulyfis^ at the nav^r groan 

More for their country's wounda,- than for their own. 

Their pain, ibft arts of phacmicy can eaie. 

Thy breaflr alooe no lenitives s^^peafe. 
AQ May never rage like thine my foul eaflave, 

O great in vain ! unprofitaUy brave! 

Thy countrey flighted in jber laft diflrefs, 

What friend, whtft nian« froim.thee fhali hoperedrefsf 



feii.) I don't fee wherein the caution of this fpeech oonfifts; ie 
is a generousj unanful petition> whereof Achill$s*t natuse wouU 
much more approve> than of all the artiHce of UiyJJis, (to whkh 
he expref?d his hatred in die ninth bodk» ▼.41 2-) 

V, 35. Eurypylus, Tydides, Atreus* fiatt 

uSn4wife Vlydes^ 1 

Patro^ltts in mentioning the wounded Princet to jichiUeSi caket 
care not to puc Agamemmn M> left thai odious name ftriking hif 
^ar on a fudden) (hould (hut it againft the reft of his diicourfe : 
Kei her does he name him laft, for fear Adjtttes dweDing upon it 
ihould fall into paffion : But he Hides it inta the middle!> mixii^ 
and confounding it with the reft> that it might not be taken too 
much notice of* and that the names which precede ind follow it 
alay diminish the hatred it might exdte. Wherefore he doetnoc 
ib'tho^ it accompany it with an epithet. 

I think the' foregcTmg remark of Enfiathhtt b very ingeBiouif 
and I have given into it £0 fu'>.a$ to chufe rather to- make Patn- 
tUts call him jltrM foh than JSiammmn,' vr^cXx' ytt farthet. 
loftena it> £nce thus it might as well he AiBa^'4 be fpoke of 
JjdtntlMtiSf as of Ai^amanmn* 

No 



1 



w. . J 



\<r 
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Nc I meo uaboni, and ages yet behmd*^ ': ' ' 
\^ Sliall curie that fierce, that unforgiving miad< 

« 

O man unpitying J if of n^a thy race i - 
But iiire thou i^Mring'ft not ifooi a ioft efn)brac^ 
Nor ever am'rous he^o caus'd thy births 
Nor ever tender Goddefs Inrought thee, forth. 

5*0 Some rugged rock's hard entrails gave thee forjoi^^^ 
And raging fcas produc'd thee in a JHorm* 
A foul.well-fittting that tempeftyoas kiiid> . r 

So rough thy manners, fb.uatam'd thy mind» 
If £»ne dire Oracle thy breaft ala^xiit 

yjr If *ought from Jove, or Thetu^ ftop thy ar,m, , 

Some beam of comfort yet pti Qttec^ m^ay Aune. 
If I but lead the MyrmiJtnim Hi^e : ; 

w 

Clad in thy dreadful arms if I appear. 
Proud Ihy (hall tremUC) and defert the war: 
6o Without thy perfbn Greece (hall win the day. 
And thy mere image chafe her foes away. 



y. 
y»6t. And thy mert image chafe her foes away,"] It it Mrd abf 
4BAocfrM4i greater coinpleineac* or one that oould more touch tiir. 
warlike ambition o^ Achilles^i than this wh^h Hmer puts^iniD. i^ 
mouth of Patrocius^ Ic was alio an encomium which he could oo^ 
fufpeGt of flattery s Tince the per(bo who made it defires to hazard 
his life upon the fecurity tiiat the enemy could not fupport the 
fight of the very armour of jichWes .* ^d iiKieed AchWa himfelf 

X 6 iecmt 
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Prefi'd bj fredi forces, her o'erkboar'd train 
S]iall quit tbe fhips, and Qthcb refpire again. 
Thus, blind to &te ! with fupplicating breath, 

^f Thou beg'ft his arms, and in his arms thy deatlv 
Unfortunately good! a boding fig^ 
TJiy friend retum'd; and with it, this rq>ly. 

PMirodusi thy jfchilles knows no ftars) 
"Nor words from ycve, nor Orndes he hears > 

^Nor ought a mother's caution can iuggeft> 
The tyrant's pride Hes rooted in my breaft. 
"My wrongs, my wrongs, my conibnt thought engage* 
Thofe, mj ibie orades, infpire my rage : 
I made him tyrant; gave him pow'r to wro^ 

75'Ev'n me: I felt iti and (hall fed It long. 

The maid, my black*cy'd maid, he forc*d away; 
Due to the toils of many a wdl-fbught day i 



icems to entertain no left a thought* in the an/wer to this ipeetft, 
where be aicribes the flight of Troy to the blazing of his helmet : 
a circumftanoe wonderfully fine> and nobly exalting the idea 6( 
this hero's terrible charaOer. fiefides al! this, Hcmn had it in his 
^tew M prepare hereby the wonderful incident that is to enftie in 
the eighteenth book, where the very fighc of jitbHUs ixom his 
tbap curai the fbrmoe of the war. 



Pue 
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Due to mj cohqueft of her father's reigns 

Due to the votes of all the Grecian train. 
So From me he forced heri me» the bold and braver 

Diigrac'd, difhonour'd, like the meaneft ilave. 

But bear we this«-the wrongs I grieve are pott i 

*ris time our fury ihould relent at laft; 

i fix'd its date; the day I wiih'd appears: 
85* Now He&or to my fhips Ias battel bears. 

The £bmes my eyts^ the ihouts invade my ears. 

Go then, TjUroclm ! court fair honour's chm'ms 

In 1¥c/s fam'd fields, and in Achilk^ arms : 

Lead ibrth my loartial MyrmitUns to fights 
90 Go fave the fleets, and conquer in my right. 

See the thin fdiques of their baffled band> 

At' the laft edge of yon' defertcd land I 

Behc^ iSi Ilm on their fhips defcends ; 

How the cloud blackens, how the ttovm impends! 
95" It was npt thus, when, at my fight amaz'd, 
Thf iaw and trembled, as this helmet blaz'd r 
Had not th' injurious King our friendihip lo$> 
Yon* ample trench had bury'd half her hoft. 
No camps, no bulwarks now the Trojans £car». 
X> Thoic are not^ dreadful, no ^hilhf there : 



No 
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No longer flames the lance of Tj^bm^ Sm-y 
No more your General calls liu* Heroes oo; 
Hi£tar, alone, I bear^ his dreadful lirettli. 
Commands your daughter, #r psodainu your death. ' 

lOJ* Yet now, ;PMtrocluh i^uc to the plam-; 

Now iave the (hips, the riiiing- firik reftfam, . ' - 
And give the Gntks to- vifit GreKB 2gun^ 

.V. 1 1 . JNb longer flames the lame of Tydeus'Ton.] By whtt Adattu 
Mcce (ays, joiaing Diwmeds to A^^ am e nmm in tlMt tatAtilig ffflg ftini i > 
one may jufUy fulpefl there yn^ fome particular difagreemenc 
and emulafion be'cweeft theft two HetoeSs. ' Thii ^C^'nuy ftrpprife- 
to be the more «itiirdl» ^mife .PjSmpvim/^ Nrtf; of ^ tbe Grrt^ 
oonfefledly the neare(l in £ame and courage to AcfdtUst and there^ 
fore the mofl likely.eo move \a^ ehv^> ^ heitig ^ iiMir likely tft 
fiipply his place. The fame fent^ments are to be obftrv'd in Dier 
mede with reganl to jithiUes -, he Is always confident an his own 
valour> and therdbie in their greateft extremitiis he no 'when 
acknowledges the neceflTty of appeafing Ajihilles, but always in 
council appears moft forward and refc^ute-to t^ny oa the wir 
without him. For . this reafbn he was not. thought a fit embafla- 
dor to Athilles; and upon return from the embaflys he breaks into 
a fevere reflexion > not only upon AUiUest .hit Cfren upofl 
Agamemnon who had fent this embafly to him. / vtiflo thorn hadfi 
not fent thefe fttppUcatiom and gifts to AchiHes ^ Mt infienct 
was extreme before^ hnt nom hU arrogance wiU be mtoJer^Me ^ let ' 
$tt not mind whether he goes or fiajs, but do o$tr duty and jrepanfiir 
the battel, Enftathhu oUervcs, that AckUlos ufci this panicuhr 
exprej(fion concerning Diomedoy 

Ou* yetf Tv^tl^et Aio/ti//f ^ iV wetiii/ttffi 

Hnl90TM t'yxifii— —- "— 
becauie it was the fame boafiing expreiCon Diomede had apply'd to 
himfelf, 7/. 8. v. iii. of the of fginal. Bur thir having be«n &jid 
only to Neflor in the heat of fight, how can we fuppofe Acbillet 
had notice of it ? This obfervation (hews the great diljgence> if 
aot cheiudgment, of the good archbifhop. 

But 
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But heed m^ words, and mark a friend's command 
Who trufts his fame and honours in thy- hand,- 
^10 And from thy dqeds cxpcfe, th* jifihalm hoSt 
Siiall render back the beauteous maid he loft: 
Rage uncontroul'd thro' all the hoilile drew. 
But touch not HiStati He^ar is my due. 

Tho^ 

▼•III. Shall render back the heamteons'matd,'] Butthk U wJutt 
the Greeks had already ofe'd to do, and which he has refiu'd i- 
this then is an inequality in uichilUs's manners. Not at all: jfchil- 
les U fBll ambidous -, whefi he refiiied chefe prefenui the Gretks^. 
t(we<inot low enough, he would, not receive them till they were 
seduc'd to the lafi extremity, and till he was ru£5ciently revenged 
by their lofleiB. Differ. 
▼• 1-13. 'Bmi touch not He£lor.] This injan&ion of Achilles is- 
* hi^y correQ>ondent to his ambitious chara£ler : He is by no 
means willing that the conqueft of HeOor fliould he atchieVd by 
any hand but his own : In that point of glory he is jealous eveajof 
hit deaxvft friend. This alfo wonderftilly fbengihens the idea we' 
l»ve of bis implacability and refentmeht j fince at tfie &ne tune' 
that nothing can move him to aflSft the Greeks in the' battel, we 
fie it it th« ucmoft force upon his namre to abftain from it, by' 
the fear he manifefls lefi any other (houlci fubdue chit hero. 
The verfe I am fpeaking of, * 

is cited by Dt^enes Laertms at Hmur*^, but not co be found ia 
the edidOfts before that of ^ames^s. It ia cenainly one pf the inr 
ftruaions of Achilles to Patroclns, and therefore properly placed ia^, 
this fpecchi but 1 Wieve better af tier 



-wW /', aV«Mi* ISfU VOpM'lf I 



than where he hat inferted it four lines above: For Acbilles*s iii< 
ftruai«ns »« begiamng tiU v. 83. 
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Tho* Jwt in thunder fhould command the war, 
1 1 f Be juft, confult my glory, and forbear. 

The fleet once iav'd, defift from farther chace. 

Nor lead to /iXw's walls the Grecian racej 

Some adverfe God thy raflinefs may dellroy; 

Some God> like Phoebus, ever kind to Troj^. 
i 2.0 Let Greece, redeemed from this deflrudlive ftrait. 

Do her own work, and leave the refl to fate. 

Oh! would to all th' immortal pow'rs above, 

jifdh, FaUm, and almighty ^cve i 



That 



ni>fe /*, S.f ft iyd f»»!>^ ti'aO' if fpiv/ 5i/#, 



it is not fo proper to divide this material one from tlie reft. 
Whereas (according to the method I propofe) the whole context 
will lie in this' order. Obey my injtinaionSi as jwn cmpdt my intertf 
4md honour. Make as great a Jlanghter of the Trojans as ym mil, M 
ahjidtn from He£lor. jfnd as foon as yom have repnWd them from the 
fiips, befatisfy'd and retnm : For it may be fatal topurfme the viOery 
to the walls of Troy. 

V. 115. Confidt my glvryt and forbear,'] jlcbiBes tells Patrtdm 
that if he puffues the foe too hi, whether he flisQ be viQsx or. 
vanqui(h*d, it muft prove either way prejudicial to his glory. For 
by the former, the Greeks having no more need of jichilles's aid, 
will not reftore him his captive, nor try any more to appeale him 
by prefents : By the latter, his arms would be left in the enemy's 
hands, and he himielf upbraided with the death of Patroiba, 
J>acier, 

V. 122. Oh! vnnld to all, &C.] Achilles from his overflowing 
ga!l vents this execration: The Trojans he hates as profefled ene-' 
mies, and he detefts the Grecians as people who bad v^ith calmncfs 
overlook'd his wrongs. Some of the ancient criticks not entiinginto 
the manners of Achilles^ would have expunged this imprecation, •• 
iKKring an univerfal nuilcyoleace to nmrdfintlt ThU vi^^enoe agrcei 
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That not tine Ty^m% might be left aliv^ 
irf And riot a Grttk of all the race furviircj 
Might only we the yail deifaiidion ihun. 
And only we deftroy th' accurfed town! 

Such conPrence held the chiefis : while on the fband. 
Great Jvv9 with conqueft crown'd the Trojm band. 

perfe6Uy widi his implacable chancer. But one may ohftnre ae 
the fame time the mighty force of friendfliip, if for the fake of 
his dear Tatrodm he will protefl and fecure thofe Greekst whofe 
defhudion he wiflies. What a little qualifies this bloody wifh, i; 
that we mdy flippofe it fpoken with great unrefervedneis, as in 
iecret> tod between friends. 

Monf. de U Motte has a lively remark up(m the abfurdity of thi> 
wi(ii. Upon the iiippofition tbat Jt^ittr had granted it> if all the 
Tnjam and Greeks were deffaroy'd^ and only AchHUs and PatrcclM* 
kft to conquer Tityi he aiks, what would be the viSory without 
any enemiesj and the trhmiph without any fpe^tors ? But the 
anlwer is very obvious ; Htmef intends to paint a man in pa^on \ 
the wiihes and fchemes of fuch an one are feldom conformable to 
reafbnj and the manners are preferv'd the better, the leis they are 
reprelented to be ib. 

This brings into my mind that curie in Sbakt^ar, where that^ 
admirable mafier of nature makes NcrtknmberUmdt in cbexs^e of 
bis paifion, wilh for an univcrfal defiru^Uoo. , ^ . 



.....^^I/mv let not natmfi hdod 
Kj*f f^f mldfo9d confin'd,' Let order die* 
And let the world »• longer he aftaga 
7b feed contention hi a hngring oG: 
'Bni letmejpirit of theftrft-bom Cain 
Reign In allkofoms, that each heart being £[9 
On hhody comferti the rude fiene maj endi 
jfyd darknefs be the kmier of tht dead! 



■^ 



-4*» 
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i^^Ajax no more the ionnding florm £ifiamVi» 
So thick, the darts aa iron tempeft rain'd:. 
On his tir'd arm the wdgbfcj buckler faungi.* 
His hollow helm with ftUing jav'lins rung. 
His breath, in quick, ihort pantings, comet, and goes}^ 

^35* And jpainful fwcsU; from all his members flows..- - ^ 

V. I go. Ajax m vmtt &cj Thi» defcription ^ Ajiax wcary'i 
Que with bactdi is a paflage of exquiii» U£e and beauq^ : Yet whis 
I think noblcf than the defcription idelf, is what he.iiyt at die- 
ttDd of it, that hit hero even in this excels oi^fatigue and languor*- 
QDuld fcarce be inov*d from' his poft by the ^rts of a whole ac^ 
my. VtrgH has copy'd the delcription vexy eiaftiyi «/£«. 9» 

Er^ nee cfypeojmvems fkh/tften tmttnm 

Hec dextra vmei : hiieSHs Jk-fcmUtpte tflh ' 

OSrmtmr, Strefh ^^jidMo 4m;a temptirm dftfOB 

THimitm galesi & iaxis (blida sen fatiicunC 

Difcufl^ue juba capita nee fiificai; umbo 

I£iibus : iugenunant hafiis ^ Trust &" ^ 

Fnbmnens Mhejiheus', turn toto cnperetudor 

LiamtWi if pceimti nee reffirare potefias, 

Fupneri agiti fejfoi quatit 4gtr anhclftns artits* 

The ciictimfbiices whj«h I have mark'd in a difttcm charadef 
arc the improvements upon Homer, and the Jaft veiie excettent^ 
exprefles> in the ihort etching up of the numbers, the q\nck»ihart 
panting, reprefented in the image. The reader may add to the 
comparifbn an imitation of the hmc place in Taffo, Qmt.^. St, $7* 

Fatto intanto ha ilfoldon ci»i ch'e cttuejjfo 
Fare a terrenaforza, horp^m nmpmete: 
Tutto efangue efrdorei m ^roTyie^ ^fi^Jf^ 
Anhelar gli ange il petto, e t fiaachejcotc, 
LangMe fotto lo fcndd il brMhio (^ejfoi 
Girala de/irailferro hpfgrerote; ■ ■ •. 

Spejfoy e non tagtia, e divenendo ottnfi 
£erdMto H kramo amd di brands bd I'nfi, . 

Spent 
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Spent and o'erpow^c'd> lie bardy. breathes at moil^ 

Yet ftatrce an army Mn him from his poft : 

Dai^ers on dangers all around him grow> 
^ And toil to toil, and woe fucceeds to woe. 
fO Say,, mufes, thron'd above the fbrry frames 

How ^rft. the navy blaz.*d with Trojm flame ? 
Stem HfBot way'd his £words and (bnding near 

Where fiirious j^tuc ply 'd his afhen ipear. 

Full on the hnoe a firoke ib JufUy iped, 
4S That the broad faulchipn lopp'd its brazen head : 
. His pointlcfi ipear the warrior fhakcs in vain$ 

The brazen head &II5 bounding on the plain. 

Great jijdx faw, and own'd the hand divine, 

Conftiling Jaut^ and trembling at the iignj 

WarnU 

r 
■ * ■ ■ 

v.. i|8. Cri4t AJKitJk»9 and wnfd th$ hand divmt, 
Cmfeffin^ JoYei and tremkling at the fignJ] 

1A Jbt^i^reeft there is added an estpltcatioB of this fign, whidi haS- 
nb other allofibn to the a^on^but t rery odd ooe in a fingle ^hraft^ 
•r mtcaphor. 

ST fit wdyx9 /teScur iV/ /tH^« ««/f«- 

Which may be tranflated> 

So feem'd their hopes tat off by heat/rfs high Leirdi 
So doonCd to fait before the Trojan fword, 

Chapnan endeavours to account for the meannels of this conceit*, 
by the grofs wit of AjoK \ w&o ieekig the bead of. his ianoe cut: 
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^ f^ Warn'd, he retreats. Then fwift from all Gdes poor 
The hifTmg brands; thick ftreami the fierj (howVi 
O'er the high flern the curling voTumes riie. 
And (heets of rolling finoke involve the skies. 
Divine AchUUs view'd the riling flames. 

Iff Andiinote his thigh, and thus aloud ^claimt. 
Arm, arm» PMtroclus ! Lo, the blaze afpires ! 
The glowing ocean reddens with the fires. 
Arm, e*er our veflels catch the j^eading flamPi 
Arm, e'er the Grec'ums be no more a name,- 

160I hafte to bring the troops. The hero &id4 

The friend with ai'dour and with )oj obej'd. 

He cas'd his limbs in brafs, and firft around,. 

(lis manly legs, with filver buckles bound 

The 

off, took it into his ^ncy that Jupiter would in the fime manner 
cut ofF the counfels and fchemes of the Greeks, For to underflaod 
this far>fetch'd apprehenfion gravely, as the commetiaQors hare 
done> is Indeed (to uie the words of Clufmam) moft itmil mtd A)m^ ■ 
tifol, 1 believe no man will blame me for leaving xht& lines out 
of the text. 

v. 15'4. Achilles view'd the rijmg fames,'] This ^ent is pre- 
pared with a great deal of art and probability. That e ff e Q which 
a multitude of fpeeches was not able coaccompUOi} one lamcmable 
fpe^hde, the fight of the flames^ at length brings to palsi and . 
moves Achilles to compailion. This it was (fay the ancients) that 
moved the tragedians to make vifible reprelentations of mifery; 
for the fpedlators beholding people in unhappy cJrcumAances> find 
their fouls more deeply touch'd> than by all the firains of rheco- 
rick. EmfiathiMs, 

v. 160. Hi ca^d bis limks in krap^ &c.] timer doct nee amvfe 

hamTelf 
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The cbQ>iiig greaves \ then to his breaft applies 
- The flamj cuirais, of a thoufand dyess 

Emblaz'd with ftuds of goU, his faulchion ihone» 

In the rich belt, as in the ftarry zone. 

jichilUs* (hiekl his ample (houlders ipread» 

jichiUes* helmet nodded o'er his head. 
^ Adorn'd in all his terrible arra^r. 

He fla(h*d around intolerable day. 

Alone, untouched, Pf/r</e/ jav'lin ftands. 

Not to be pois*d but hj FeUJes* hand : 

From Pelion's ftiady brow the plant entire 
J Old Chirm rent, and fhap'd it for its -fire; 

him&lf here to delcribe thefe arms of Achilles ac length, for be* 
£des that the time permits it not, he rcferves this defcripcion for 
the new armour which Thftis (hall bring that hero ; a defcription 
which will be plac'd in a more quiet moment, and which will 
give him all the leifture of making it, without requiring any force 
to introduce it. Enflatbins. 

y« 172. Alanet untmch^d, Pelides' jav'linftands.^ This parage 
afibrdi another inffaince of the ftupidity of the commentators, who 
are here mod abfurdly inquifitive after the reafbns why Patr^clus 
does not take the Ipearj as well as the odier arms of Achilles f He 
thought himfelf a very happy man, who firfl found out, that ^t- 
mer had certainly given this fpear to Patroclms, if he had not fbre> 
ieen that when it fliould be loft in his future unfortunate engage- 
ment, Vmlcan could not furnifh Achilles with another ; being no 
joiner^ but only a finith. Virgil, it feems, was not fo precifely ac- 
quainted with Fmlum's difability to profefs the two trades -, fince 
he has, without any fcniple, employed him in making a fpear, as 
well as the other arms for c^^aeas. Nothing is more obvious than 
this thought of Homer, who intended to raife the idea of his he- 
ro, by giving him fuch a fpear as no other could widd : The de- 
icripdoa of it in this place is wonderfully ^om^ous^ 
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Whole fim's great arm alone the weapon meld$» 
The death of heroo, and the dpead of fields. 
Then fara^e jftttomeikn (an honouPd name^ 
The fecond to his Lord in love and &me^ 
l8o In peace his friendvand partner of the war^ 
The winged couriStrs hamcfs'd to the car. 
Xantus iOid^aliMs, of iiQmortal breeds 
Sprung from the wind, and like the whid in 



V. 183. Sprung from the mW.] It is a beaudfiil >mvencion ^ 
the Poec> to reprefenc the wooderful fwlftnefs of the borfM oi 
.jtehiUeSi by faying they were begotten by the weftern wiiyl. Thil 
•fidlon is truly poetical) and very proper in the way of natural al- 
legory. However* it is not altogether impiobable our AudMS 
4night have defign'd it even in the literal fenfe : Nor ought the no- 
tion to. be thought very extravagant in a Poet,fince grave naturalifb 
have ierioufly vouched the truth of this kind of generation. Some 
of thefe relate as an undoubted piece of natural hifiory> that there 
^was anciently a breed of this kind of horfes in Portugal, whofi 
^amms were impregnated by a weftem wind : yam, CoUmmelUk 
and Tlmjfi are all of this opinion. I (hall only mention the wordi 
of Plinyy Nat. Hift. lib. 8. cap. 42. Cw^at in Lnptama circa Oljf 
ffmtm f^dtm, ^ Tagmm amnemy e^mas favmm fiante okverfiis am- 
malem condfere fpirittmt, idqne fartmn fieri & iisni pemic^Jimm9, 
See alfo the fame author, /. 4. c. aa. /. 16. c. aj. Pbflibly Hnufl 
had this opinion in view, which we fee has authority more thai 
fufficient to give it place in poea7. VirpI has given us a deicri^ 
tten of this manner of conception, Georgic 3. 

Continfaqtte avidis fibifiAJita flamma midullis. 

Fere magis (qmia vert color reSt ojftbm) ilia 

Ore mnes verfs in z.ephyrwn, fiant rt^ilms ahis, , 

Exccft/mtque leves auras'; & f^e fine nllis 

Conjmgiisy vento gravida (mrahite ai&u) 

Saxaper & fcofnlos & deprejfas cmvalles 

Diffiii9n$4 

Whom 
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Wbdm the whii^^ Harfye, fwift Marge, bow, 

is Bj 2Si^iit^ prtgntat on the brccEy fhorc. 
Swift Ffdajkf vM^Bdied to their fide, 
(Once great A}^M%, sow Ach'tUi/ pride) 
'Who, Jike ia ihrengtb, in fwiftnefs, and m gtace^ 
A mortal courier noatch'd th* ImnKN-tal race. 

^ jichiUei fpeeds from tent, to toit, and warms 

Hie hasdy Mftmidms to blood and arms. 

All breathing death, around their chief they fhnd, 

A^im, terrific, formidable band^ 

Crim as voracious wolves tbat iibek the iprings 

Pf^hen icalding thirft their burning bowels wings. 

(Whai 



T.I 8^. Smfi Pedafiit ■»dS\uUkd to their fide^ Here was a nc 
dfficy for a ipore borle (as in another place Nefior had occafion 
for the (ame) that if By any misfortune one of the other horfes 
/houJd fall) there might be a freih one ready at hand to fupply his 
place. This is good management in the Poec to deprive jfchiUn 
not only of his charioteer and his arms,but of one of his ineftima* 
bie horfef. Enftathins, 

V. 194. Grim as voracious wo Ives t &c-] There is fcarce any pic^ 
tost in Htmterk much in the fiivage and terrible way, as this com* 
pariibn of the Myrmidons to wolves : It puts one in mind of the 
pieces of Spagmlat» or Sahator Rofa : Each circumftance is made 
up of images very ftron^y colour'di and horridly lively. The prin- 
cipal -defign is to reprelent the fiem looks and £erce appearance of 
the Mymtidons, a gaunt and ghaftiy train of rtw-bon'd Uoody- 
minded fellows. But befides this, the Poet (eems to have fbme far- 
ther views in fb many diflierent particulars of the comparifbn : 
Their eager de(ire of fight is hihted at by the wolves thirfUng after 
water : Their firength and vigour Ux the haccel is intimated by 
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(When fbme tall fbg, firdh-fUughterfd in the wood. 
Has drenched their wide infadate throats with htood} 
To the black ibunt they ru(h, a hideous throog. 
With paunch difiended, and with lolling tongue^ 
too Fire fills their eye, their black jaws belch the gore. 
And gorg'd with (laughter, ftill they thiril for more; 

their being fill*d Vith food : And as theie beafts are faid to have 
their third (harper, after they are gorg'd with prey > ib tbe Mft" 
mi dens are flrong and vigorous with eafe and refre(hment> and 
therefore more ardently defirous of the combate. This image of 
their y?r«»^/^ is inculcated by feveral expref&ons, both in the fimile 
and the application} and feems defign'd in contrafie to the other 
CreekSi who are all wafled and Ipent with toil. 

We have a pi£lure much of this kind given us by A£h9th Hh^io, 
where Death is let loofe into the new creacion, to glue his appc* 
ti(e> and difcharge his rage upon all nature. 



^s whm a fiwk 

Of rav'nom fowlst tho* many a leMgut remotCt 
jk^aiuji the day of batteh to afield 
Where armies He encamped, come flyings lmr*d 
Withjiettt of living carcajjes, dejign'd 
For Death the following day^ in bloody fight. 
So fcented the grim feature^ and nptum'd 
His nqfiril m'de into the mmky /dry 
Sagacious of his quarry from afar. 



And by Taffoy Canto lo. St, 2. of the furious Soldsn cvnr'd with 
blood> and thirfting for frelh ilaughter. 



Come dal chimfo oviltacciato viene 
Zatpo tal' hor, che fnggey e fi nafconde; 
Che fe ben del gran ventre omai ripient 
Ha I'ingorde voragini prcfonde, 
^vido fur di fangue anco fitor tiene 
La lingua) e'lfnggeda la laUra immteuki 
TaC ei fen gia dofo il fangmgno ftratio 
De lajuatufafame ant$ mnfati§. 



LikM 



Book XVI. HO M£Ks ILIAD. 

Like furious^ lufli-d the If^rmidtMm cxew/. 
Such their dread firength,aQd &cb their dcitfaful tieir. 
High in the midd the great AjMUs Hands, 
r Direds their order, aad the war commaiids. . \ 
He, lov'd oijwt^ had launched for /lif^o's (bores 
Full fifty vdlels, maan'd with fifty oars: 
Five chofen leaders the fierce bands obey, 
Himielf (upreme in valour, as in hf^iy. 
3 Firft march'd MiMftheus^ of celeftial birth, 
Deriv'd from thee whofe waters waih the earth 
Divine Sferchius ! J^r^-defcended flood ! . , . . 

A mortal mother mixing with a God. 
Such was Men^he$Hy but mifcajlld by; fame ■ 
:5'The fon of \Bcn^, that elpous'd the daoK. 
£»d9rus next ,* whom Fd/mde the gay 
Fam'd in the graceful dance, produced to 6xy. 
Her, fly CyUenius lov'd; on her would gaze. 
As with fwift flep ihe form'd the running maze : 



V. an. Derh*d fnm htm nhefi »<f ffw, 6cc. ] Hmmr feems re» 
IblT'd that erery thing Aoat AchiUei fliall be miraculous. We have 
feen his very horfes arc of celeftial origine j and now his con;- 
fnandcra, tho* vulgarly reputed the (bns of men, are reprefenred a« 
the real offspring of fome deity. The Poet thus enhances the ad- 
iniration of his chief hero by every circdirdfbihce' wWi which hif 
imagination could fiirniih him. 

Vol. IV. ' K T« 
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120 Tq her high chamber fibm lAma's quire. 

The. God pnriRi'd Ker/ urg'd, and.o-own'd his fire. 
T^e ion confe&'d his father's heav'nly race, 
And heir'd his mother's fwifuefs in the chace. 
Strong £dMeleusy\^c& in all thofe charms 
2r25'That pleas'd a God, iucceeded to her arms ; ■ 

Not confcious of thoie loves, long hid from^iame. 
With gifts of price he fought and won the damej 
Her fecret offspring to her Sire ihe bare^ 
. Her Sire carefs'd him with a parent's care. 
i 230 Tifmder followed; matchlefs in his art 

To wing the ipear, or aim the diftant dart; 
No hand £0 fure of all th' Emathian line, 
Or if a (iircr, great Vatroclus! thine. 

The fourth by Phoenix* grave command was grac\l > 
, i^fLaerri^ valiant offspring led the lafh 



«k 220. To'ier high chathher."] It was the cuilom of thofe timet 

4 fo aliigo die uppermoft rooms to the women} that they might be 

* the farther remov'd from commerce : Wherefore Peneh^ in the 

Ci^JJey mounts up into a garreti and there fits to her bufinefs. So 

PrMm, in the (ixth book, v. 248. had chambers for the Ladief d 

his court> under the roof of hi» palace. 
The Lacedemomans call'd chefe-high apartments Stt, and as the 

word alio fignifies fggsy 'tis probable it was this that gave occaficm 
. to the fable of HeMs birch, who is &id to be born from an ei^ 

Btijiathucs, 



Soon 
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Soon as AchiUis with fuperior care 
Had cail'd the chiefs, and order'd all the war. 
This flem remembrance to his troop« he gave : 
Ye far-fara*d lAyrmidms^ ye fierce and brave ! 

4^ Think with what threats yo'i dar'd the I>p;4» throng," 
Think what reproach thefe ears endur'd Co long, 
** Stern fbn of l^dms^ (thus ye us'd to iay. 
While reftlefs, i^gi°g» in your (hips yoa lay) 
'' Oh nurs'd with gall, unknowing how to yield: 

'45* " Whoie rage defrauds us of fo famM a field. 
" If that dire fury mufl for ever bum, 
^* What make we here? Return, ye Chiefs, return! 
Such were your words— Nownvarriors grieve no more, 
Lo there the THjans ! bath your fwords in gore! 

tfoThis day ^hall give you all your ibul demands i 
Glut all your hearts ! and weary all your hands I 
Thus while he rowz'd the fire in ev'rj brea/l, 
Clofe, and more dofe, the lifl'ning cohorts preil; 
Ranks wedg'd in ranks ,* of arms a (leely ring 

<ff Still grows, and fpreads, and thickens round the King. 
As when a circling wall the builder forms, 
Of fbrength defenfive againfl winds and ftorms. 
Compared Hones the thickning work compofe. 
And round him wide the riimg fbudure grows* 

Ka S# 
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260 So helm to hdm, and craft to craft tliey thning» 
Shield urg'd on fhidd, and maui dmve man akiig: 
Thick, undiftti%aiih*d plUmei^ together join'd» 
Float in one fca» and waVie before the wind* 
. Far o*er the raft, in glittering J>0Qip appoir 

26j'Therebc^d .i<wi»mfi^f P«^«dWkra> 
Brothers in afins. With equal fur^ ftr'd; 
Two friebds, two bodies with one PhiI inipir'j* 

But mindful of the Gods, uichiUes went 
To the rich cofftr, in his fhadv.tent: 

270 There lay on heaps his various garm&its roU'd, 
And coftiy fiurs, and carpets fti^F with gold. 
(The praients of the filrer^footod dame^ 
From thence lie took a bowl, of anti^ fr^m^». 
Which never man had ftain^d with ruddy winc^ 

Z7^Not rais'd in off rings to the 'pow'is divine. 
But Fdws* fan ;. and iV2m/* ibu to none , 

Had rais'd in oiPriogs, but to Jove ajone^ 
This ting'd with iijlphur, focred'fifft to flame, 
I e.purg'dj and wa(h'd it in the running ilream« 

280 1 hen cleans*d hijS hands > rand fixing for a ^oc 
Mis eyes on heaven, his feet upon the phcc 



. .J 
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Of faoifioe^ dv- purple: draught he p<Q«irM - 

Forth in the midfl^ and thus th^ God iqDptor'd. 

OJh thou fupremc ! high-thron'd all height above! 

5 Oh great Pelafgic, Dodondan Jcrvt I 

Who 

V. &E3. JM tlm the Gtd impfv^^l Tho' die chara£ker ^ jtcUl-. 
Us every wbfr« fliewr a 9i}a^ fway'd wiUi unbounded paifioBs* 
and ent»^»ly regandJi^rsof ajl iuiii:^ audK)hty and law -, yet lie pre- 
iervM t coo(l^t refpefi 19 tke X}Qd<> and appears as zai»lou< la 
KJke ientianeno and a£Uon< of piety at any hero of the Iliad •% who 
indeed are a)l remarkable chis way. The present poHa^e is an ex*« 
a£l deicripcjoo and perfe& ritual of the ceremonies on theCe occa* 
iSons. ^ickllks^ tho' an urgent atfair call'd for his friend's aHiftance^ 
would not yet fufier him to enter the fighc> till in a moft folemn 
manner be had recommended him to the prote£lion of Jt^iter : 
Aip^ tfafaJ d^uA; a JSropger proof of his tenderneis and aflfe£tion 
f0t PmtkIm* than either the grief he expceis'd at his deathj or _ 
the fury helhew'd to revenge it. 

V. 08/. Podonxanjove.]. .^he frequent mention of Or^f/lrs in 
Mwner and the andent authors^ may make it not improper to glv< 
the reader a genial account of fo confiderable a part of the Gn- 
ci^m fuperili'ion s which I cannot do better than in the words of 
my fn«nd Mr. Statty^ofh in his excellent and judicious abilra^ of 
the Gvta^n hiiiory. 

« The C%4fUf 'v/ttt rank*d among the nobleil and mod religi- 
** owd kinds of divination -, the defign of them being to fetdc fuch 
«5 an immadidte way «f converie with their Gods^ as to be able by 
«* xhaxi iMt only to explain things intricate and obfcure^ but alio 
<( CO amicipate the knowledge of future events ; and that with far 
<* greats certainty than they -could hope ka from naeuj who out 
^* of ignorance and prejudice mufk fbmetimes either conceal or hf- 
<' tray the truth. So that this became the only Me way of deU- 
^ berating upon affiuri of any con(eqnence> either publick or pri- 
« vace. Whether to proclaim w-ar* or conclude a peace -, to infii* 
** tuce a new form c^ government* or ena£l new laws; all was 
^ to be done wx4i th/e ^ice and appcobacion of the Orack} wbofe 
•< <iettnaiaKiQii wtfcalwiQW hM Gaai and iariolahlr. As ta 

n 
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Who 'midft iurrounding frofts, and vapours chi]]». 
'^t^i^t on bleak 'Doiffr^% Tocal hill: 

fWhofe 



«< the <aure« of Oracles, Jmpiter was look'd upon -«8 the firft caufe 
<* of this, and all other forts of divinations he bad the hook o#fite 
•* before him, and ont of that reveal'd either more or tefi^ as hfr 
*' pleas'd, to inferior daemons. But to argue more ratiooall^s this 
«* way of accels to the Gods has been branded as one of the earR- 
•• efl and groflefl pieces of prieflcraft, that obtainM in the world. 
«* For the priefls, whofe dependence was on the Grades, when 
«« they found the cheat had got fufficient footing, allow'd no man 
** to confult the Gods without coftly facrifices and ridi prefects to 
•^ themfelves : And as few could bear this expence, it fcrv*d to 
*' raife their credit among the common people> by keeping d»m 
«'at an awfiil diftance. And to heighten their- ef^eem *'wlth';»Ae 
"* better and wealthier fort, even they were only admitted tipon t 
•* few fhred days: By which the thing appeared ftill more myfle- 
" rious, and for want of this good management, muft quickly have 
•' been feen through, and fall to the ground. But whatever jug- 
" gling there was as to the reKgious part, Oracles had certaixily a 
*« good cffeft as to the publick ; being admirably fuited to the ge- 
** nius of a people, who would join in the moft defperate expe- 
•* dStJon, and admit of any change of government, when they un- 
" derf^ood by the Oracle it was the irrefiftible will of the Gods. 
^ This was the method Minos, LycttrgHs, and all the famous law- 
** givers took ; and indeed they found the people fb endrdy de- 
** voted to this part of religion, that it was generally the eafiefl; 
" and fbmetimes the only way of winning them into a compliances 
•* And then they took care to have them delivered in fuch ambi- 
** guous terms, as to admit of different confbru£tions accord- 
** ing to the exigency of the times s fci that they were generally 
^* interpreted to the advantage of the ffate> unleft fometimea there 
*' happen'd to be bribery or flattery in the cafej a« whRnDem^hc 
** nfs complain'd that the fythia fpoke as Philip wouU have her. 
«« The riio/l numerous, and of greatefl repute, were the Grades of 
^ AptilP) who ia fubordimcion to Jii^mt Vfti gppoinned to pre6de 

-^ «* ovcr» 
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(Whofe groves, the Setti, race auftere! furround^ i 

Their feet unwa(Vd, their flumbcrfr <m the ground i* 

Who 



" over, and infpire all forts of prophets and divlners»And amon^ 
" .thefe, the Delfh)an challeng*d the firft place, not fo much in re- 
" fpeft of its antiquity, as its perfpicuity and certainty ; tnfbmuch 
«* that the anfwers of the Tripos came to Be ufed proverbially fv 
« dear and infallible truths. Here we mi^ft not oinit the firft 
** Pythia or prieftcfs'of this famous Oracle In heroic v^Ie. Th«y 
«* found a fecret charm in numbers, which made every thing look 
*< pompous and weighty. And hence -k bjccame-the genei^l prac- 
«« tice of legiflators and philofbphers> to deliver their laws and 
^- maxims In that drefs : And icarce any thing in tbofe ages was 
'* writ of excellence or moment but in verfe. This was the dawn 
^'-of poetry > which foon grew foio repute; and fo long as ic 
^ ferv'd to liich noble purpofes as religion and governmenc. poets 
^ were highly honour'd> and admitted into a (hare of the admini- 
^ firation. But by that time it arriv'd to any perfefiiom they 
*■ purfu'd more mean and (ervile endsj and as thef profiituted 
«■ their mu{e> and debafdd the iiibjeO, they fiink proportionably in 
*< their efteem and dignity. As to the hiflory of Oracle8> we find 
•* them mention'd in the very infancy of Greece \ and it is as un^ 
*' certain when they were finally extin£^, as when they began. For 
*» they often loft their prophetick faculty for fome ttme, and ro- 
«' covered it again. I know 'tis a common opiniooi that they' 
** were univerially lilencM upon our Saviour's appearance in the 
*< world : And if the Dsvil had been permitted for £b many ag.es 
« to delude mankind* ic might, probably have been £0, But we 
« are aflur'd from biftory, that (everal of (hem oantinu'd till the 
« reign of Jnlian the apoftate* and were confulted by him : And 
« therefore I look upon the whde bufinefs as of human contri- 
<* vancei an egregious impofture founded upon fuperfticion, and 
** carry'd on by policy and intereft, till the brighter Oracles of the 
" holy fcriptures difpell'd thefe mifts of enror and enthufiafm.'* 

V. aSj!. Pdalgici Dodonsean Jove.] AcMlla invokes Jtifiter 
with thefe 'particular appellatiQns>..attl reprefentf to him the fee- 
vices perforoi'd by thefe pridb aniprophed s making thefe. ho- 

K 4 nouti-i 
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290 Who bear, fcom ruftling oaks^ tiif d^ decrees i 

Aiid:4»icb tJit fi^s» kw-w^iid^d di the hree^) 

Hear, 

sours, paid in hUown countrey^ bis daim for the proce&ion ol 
the Beity. Jupiter was looVd upon a« theUfft caufe of all divi- 
nation and oradesi from whence he had the appdiation of vcrt/i* 
fsT**, ZL 8. V. 2/0. The firft orsde of Dodoma was founded by 
the FetaJiiy the moft anient of all the inhabitants of trrwc^, which 
is confirm'd by this vafe of Hejtotl, preferv'd by the Sdicliaft'on 
'Svf bocks T^ritcMk. 

The (Xik« of; this plaice wer^^d fto.be endowed with voice> and 
prophedck Iplrit; the prieiU who- gave anfwers oottoealtng them- 
lelves in Hbtie trees ;> t pradice whidi the pious frauds of iucceed- 
iog a|;es fatve.Fcndtf'd not impiobablr* 

Vi x8S. Win>fegrtt9s tht 3eliij race mften! 6cc] Homer (eems 
to me to &y dearly enoughs that' thefis priefls lay on the groond 
and forbore the bxch> to honour by thefe auflerities the God they 
ferv'd; for he £iys» fd rdtvn nfiwrdwU^t* and this 99i can in my 
opinion only (^mfy/»r ym, that is to "fay) to pleafe ypM, and fir 
ynrr hoitom, . This example is remarkable> but I do not think it 
Angular s and the earljeft antiquity may furnifh us with the like 
of pagansj who by an audcre life try'd to j^eafe their Gods. Ke- 
Tertbelefs I aia obliged to f«y» that Strata who fpeeks at iarge of 
thefe ScB in his feVemh bcoky has not taken this aufWrity of life 
lor an tSe& of their derotioo* but for a remain of the grofihefs 
of their anceftors; who being 6arbarians» and fbayiog hom caoa^ 
trey to coontrey* had no bed but the earth> aiod never uicd a bath* 
But it is no way unlikely that what was in the Sril Pdafyhms 
(who founded this Orade) only cuflom and ufis» might be oooti* 
nu'd by thefe pricAs thro* devotion. How many thingi do we at 
this day fee* which were in their original only ancient manner* 
and which are continu'd thru* zeal and a fpirit of rdigion ? It is 
very probable that theic priefii by this hard living bad a. aaind cr) 
atcra£l the admiraooli ami ooi^dcnoe of t people who lovM hntnry 
and defiGK7 i» muck I was wiflsng to ftordl &1110 antiquity for 

the 
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Hear, as of old ! Thou gav'ft, at Ihetis pray 'r. 
Glory to me, aad to the Greth deipau: : 

Le 



the original of thefe. «JV//!?r prieO* of Jfipltety but found nothing io 
BQcient as Homer :' Herodotus writes in his fecond book* that the 
Grade of Z>ai^^ -vis t^ ^litcienteft iq Qr^f*^. ^^ 'ha? it was f 
long thne the only one ; but wh^i he acids, ?hat it was founded by 
an c^yptian woman, who was the prieftffs of it, is cpntradiAei 
by this paflage of Homrr, who flievi's that in the time of the Tro^ 
jan war this temple was ferv'd by men call'd SelUt and not by wo- 
men. Strabo informs us of a curious ancient tradition, importing, 
that this temple was at £br(l built in theffdlyy that ^m thence it 
was ctrty'd into lkdma\ that ieveral wometi who had plac'd theif 
devotioB dieres foUow'd it; and that \ti procefs of time th« 
pirieflefles iifed to be choftn from among the de(bendent« of thoft 
women. To return to thefe Setti ; SephecJes, who of all the Crtek 
foets, is he who has mod imitated Hvmen fpeaks in like manner 
of thefe prieils in one of his plays, where Hercniei fays to his fon 
IS^'y «lwiH declare to thte a new Orade, which perfefHy agree 
•« with thia ancient one j I my fdf having entcir^d iftto the facred 
« wood lahabited by the auftere rfV///,*whd lie on the grounl,writ 
«* this arifwet ef the oak, which is conf«rrated to my fnber Jm 
*^pktr-, and which rer.ders his oracles in all languages." Dadtr, 

V. i8S.] Homer in thie vcrfe xifes a wbrd which- 1 think fin- 
gUlar and itmatfcaWft Cwfvnir I cJinnot beRcve that >» Vas put 
fimplyfbr ^jo^rxn but ani peifutfieJ that this eefm indudci 
(bme pattrailar lenfe, and /hews Come aiflom but little known, 
which I \voald* -^iirihglydifcover. In the S<ho/ia of Didymns theie 
is this remark: «• They call'd thofe who fcrvM in the temple* and 
«* who explain'd the Oracles render'd by the pi^iefts, hypophets, of 
«* fmder-fvbphees." It is terain that there were in the temples («••» 
vitors, or liibairefn minifiew, Whofor the lake of gain undertook 
to explain the Or^d^s whith w«e obfcure. This cuftom feems 
very w«dl -^bJifh'di 'in the A» of Emrtpidcs", where that youi^ 
diild (aficer having faki that the prie(lpfs is feaied on the tripod; 
and renders the Grades which Apoilo di^tes to her) addrefTc* 
himfi-lf CO thofc who ieivc in the temple, and- bide ihem go and 

K S wJh 
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Lo to the dangers of the fighting field 
ipf The bcfl, the dearcfl. of my friends, I yield: . 

Tho' lUII dctermin'd, to my fliips conlin'd, 

T0$roclus gone, I flay but half behind. 

ph ! be his guard thy providenti?J care. 

Confirm his heart, aiid firing his arm to war c 
300 Prefs'd by his fingle force, let H0^ fee 

His fame in arms, not owing all to me. 

walh in the C^alian founcacn, to come again into the temple, and 
explain tiie Grades 00 thole who (hould demand the explication of 
them. Homn therefore means to (hew^ thae thele Selii were, ia 
Che temple of Dodons, thole fubaltern miaiHers chat interpreted 
the Oracles. £uc this, after all, does not .appeay to agree with the 
prelent paflage: For, belides that t^e cuflom was not elhblilh'd In 
Homer*s time, and that there is no fpptllep of it founded in that 
early age ; thefe Selli (of whom Horaer Ipeaks) are not here mi- 
sillers fubordinate to others, they are plainly th^ chief prielU. The 
explication of this word therefore mud be elfewhere fought, and I 
Ihall ofifer my copje£hure, which I ground upon the nature of this 
Oracle of Dodonaj which was very different from all the other O- 
rades: In all other temples the piiells deliver'd the Qrades which 
they had receiv'd from their Gcid5> immediately : But jn the tem- 
ple of Dodoiuh Jft^iter did not utter his Orades to his prieHs, but 
to his Seiii-^ he render'd them to the oaks, and the wonderfiil oaks 
render'd them to the prieAs, who declared them to thofe who con- 
fulted them : So thefe priefb were not properly m^o^nrah pro- 
phets, Gnce they did not receive thofe anfwers from the mouth of 
their God immediately , but they were Jvof frai. under-prophetkt 
becaufe they receiv'd them from the mouth of the oaks, if I may 
fay fo. The oaks, properly fpeaking, were the prophets, the firft 
interpreters of Jupiter'i Orades; and the Sdll were vwo^tm^ un- 
der-prophets, becaufe they pronounc'd what the oaks bad liud. 
Thus Homtti in one (ingle word» indudes « very- curiout piece of 

But 
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But when the fleets are iav*d from foes and iirc» 
Let him with conqueft and renown retire j 
Preferve his arms, preferve his fbcial train, 

^f And fafe return him to theie eyes again! 

Great Jvve coofents to half the chiefs requeft. 
But heav'n's eter^ial doom denies the reftj 
To free the fleet was granted to his pray'rj . 
His fafe return, the winds difper'd in air. 

[oBack to his tent the ftern Achilles flies. 
And waits the combat with impatient eyes*. 

Meanwhile the troops beneath tutroclnf care. 
Invade the Trojms, and commence the war* 
As wafps, provok*d by children in their play, 

I f Pour from their maniions by the broad high-way. 

In 



v« 306. Great Jove ^ets u half] Virgtl has finely Imitated ' 
ttCm in his 1 1^ c/£neid. 

AnMit & voH Phabms fmecedere fsrtem 
Mente dedit; partem voUures tUjferfit in Mtrm, 
Stemeret nt ftibith twrhatam imrte Camllam 
jirmuit oranti; redmcem ntpatrU aita vidtrtt 
Non dedit, inque^mtts vocem vertirefrxells, 

V. 314. ^/ wafps, frvwVdt &c.] One may 6brer?e» that th(/ 
Homer fomecimes takes his fimilicudes from the meaneft ao<l'fnull- 
eft things in nature, yet ^ he orders it ib as by their 'appearance to 
Tignalize ^nd give lufire to hi& greateA (leroes. Here he likens ■ 
body of MyrmMvm to a neft o£ wafpe, doc 00 awoum of their 
ftrength and bravcry> but of their heat and leftnantnb YrrgU^MA 
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• * ■ • . . ' 

In fwanhs' thegnittfe/s travellers engage^ ' 
Whet all their (tings, and call forth flit their rage: 
All rife in arms, and with a gen'ral cry 
Aflcrt their waxen-domes^ and buzzing progeny. - 

320 Thus from fte tents thie fervent legion iWarms, 
So loud their clanioufs, and £0 keen their arms> 

Their rifing J-age ftimcUa* brcata fnQiires, 

Who thus inflames them with teroick fires. 
Oh warriors, Part'hcrs of Achilles* praifc! 

325' Be mindful of yOuf deeds in ancient days: 
Your gddlike mSfter fet your afts 'prodaim. 
And add new' glories to his mighty name. 



imitated thefe humble comparifbns, as when he compare! the 
b^Iders of Carthage to bees. Homer has carry'd it a little farther 
in another place> where he compares the fbldiers to flies, for their 
bufy indu&y and perfeverance about a dead body -, 00c dimini(hiog 
his heroes by -ch^ ias. of thefe Aqall animals, but railing his com- 
parifors froni certi'in properties InheWnc in them, which 3efefve 
our obfervation. Enftathins, 

This brings into my mlud a {uretty i:iiral fiaaile in *Sjf«w;r,which 
is very much in ;hc iunplicicy of the old £aiber of poetry* 

- 4 • . ... • 

jls gentle fhefhfrd infwut eve»^tidet 
Whcft ruddy Phoebus *fiHS u welke in ttefij 
High on a hilU his fioch to viewea wide, 
Mmk9 vMch d% -Ute their hafiyftt^er kffiii 
ui ikmd^f ^Mfffdf'tons gnMs dq, him mo^^t 
All. ^riving to infix their feehle flings, 
,. That from their noyame he no whit can refl* 
"Bttt with his downJfly imi their tender mngs 
He hr^h ofti tmd eft d^th mar tfmr mmwrnmisl 

Think, 
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Think, yowt jitMiis iiees.]rou£ght: Behra?e» 
And humble the proud nuniarch whom 70a five. 

D Joyful' they heard, and kindling as lie i^oke 
Fkw to the .fleet; mvolt'd in fire and imoke. 
From fhore tailnote tfaeidoubiliag ihoata fefbtadL 
The hoUbw (hips return a: deeper ioumL 
The war flood fliil, and all around them ga£^4» 

f When great AchUle/ fhining armour blaz'd : 
Tny faw, and thought the dread MhiUss nigh. 
At once they fee, they tremble, and they ^y. 

Then firft thy ^pear, divine Fsfr^clns ! flew. 
Where the war rag'd, and where the tumult grew. 

) Gofe to the flern of that fam'd fhip, which bore 
UnUefl Frottfilam to lU$n*i fhore^ 
The great Fdoman^ bold Ty^chmes^ flood i 
(Who led his bands from Axius* windiiig flood} 
His flioukler-blade receives the &tal wound » 

' The grodjaing warrior pants upon the ground. 
His troops, that fee thdr countrey's glory ilain. 
Fly diverfe, fcattsr'd o'er the difbant pliun. 
Tdtroclu/ arm forbids the ipreading fires. 
And from the half-bum'd fliip proud 1^ retires; 

) Clear'd fitun the finoke the joyful navy lies,. 
Iq hc^stm iieapsthe Ae tumukuotis flies; 

I 

Trium- 
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Triumphaiit Oraee hie refcu'd decks afcends; 
* And loud acckim the fhury region rends* 

So when thick clouds inwrap the mountain's head* 
sj'j'O'er heav'n's ezpan& like one black cieling-%eid) 
Suddei^ the Thund'rer with a fMmg xvj^ • 
^ Burfls thro' thedarkne(Sx and lets down the day : 
The hills fliine out. the r^ks in profpe^ riie. 
And ffareams, and yales, aiad forefts /bike the eyes. 



% 



The 



▼• 35*4. So tcihen thick clondsi &c.] All' the commcntatorf take 
this compariioii in a (enfe differenc hoitL< tfaat hi wl)i^ i( u iKte 
tianflaced. They fuppofe Jtt^iter is. here 4elcribed cleaving the air 
with' a flaih of lightning* and fpreading a gleani of light over a 
high mountain^ which a black cloud^held buryM indarknels. The 
application is made to Fatrodus falling on the'TrojahSi and giving 
refpite to the Greekst who were plung'd in obfcuri^. Em/tathim 
gives this interpretation} but at the fame time acknowledges it im- 
proper in this companion to reprefent the extin&dn of die flunei 
by the darting of lightning. ^ This explaaatioQ is folely founded oo 
, the expreflion rtfomT^fira ZtCf, fml^mator Ji^iteti which epithet 
is often applied when'ho fuch aaion is fuppo&L The moft obr 
vious (ignifiotion of the words io this pa^e» gives a more natu- 
ral and agreeable iinage> and admits of a jiifler appHcadon. The 
limile feems to be of Jtfiter difperfing a Uack could which had 
cover'd a high mountain* whereby a beautiful profjped> which was 
before hid in darkneis> fuddenly appears. This is applicable te 
the prefent fhte of the Creefyy aher Fatroclm had extinguifli'd the 
fiames> which began to (pread clouds of fmoak over the fleet. It 
is Homer's defign in his cpmpatifbns to apply them to (he moft ob- 
vious and fenfible image of the thing to be illufirated >. which his 
commentators too frequently endeavour to hide by moral and alle- 
goiical refinements i and thus injure the Poet more* by attribntii]^ 
to him what does not belong to hiin> Chan by reifuitDg fadUn what 

is really his own* 

It 
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6oTbe fouling icene wide opcni to tHe HgHt, 
And all th' uamoTuT'd Mdtr flatnn witb ligbr. 
But Trvjt repuls'd, and GMto'd o'er the plains, 
Forc'd from the navy, y^ the fight mamtaint. 
Now ev'ry Grtei fome boftile hero flew, - -' 

6j- But ftill the-foremoft. boU Pflww^w itcwi^ 

As jtrt'i^cui Lad tum'd him loinlid, ' ' 

Sharp in his thrgh he feic the piercing wound i 
The brazen-pointed Ipear with vigour thrown. 
The thigh transfi^c'd, and brokr the brittle bone.* 

^0 Headlong be icll. Next Tioat was thy chance. 
Thy brealt, unarm'd, recdr'd the Sfartao lance. 
PlyiiJf)' dart, (as Am^ehs drew nigh) 
His blow prevented, and tranlpierc*d his thigb. 
Tore all the brawn, and rent the nerves away ; 

7S In darknefs, and in death, the watrior lay. 



It ii much ihe fame imige^ wich ihai of Milrm in bis fecond 
book, iho' apply'd in a very diSeicnt way. 

jll tAoifnm matntiiin Rfl thi dmltf d m l i 

Afitti£ngt witili lit tnrth mrid JUifl, e'tr^iti ■ ■ 

Ht^ai jnfffnifjiii tk* bufniii climtiit 

S~iftrls I'tT tin ^tttt^ Unditip faa/B rr Jhn^n 

fftlumr the r^iaalfiei milt fntwcirfM'il ' 

Exind Ui ttinmg hem, ihifiUdirnht, - 

The Utit ibiir atta ram, tit MoBaf hfnb' 

Atti^ llnirjr/, ib*t hill tni voArr r^f, . 
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In equal umt two torn o£ N^ir (kuiA» 
And two bold. b]x>tbai5.oftbeJ^4^,i^ . 
By great .^ikehm^ J$jmmm dies, / . 
Plerc'd ia ^ fkmk^ kmeote^^outhiib^ Uea*. . 

380 Kind Uxrh^ b^eedit^ »tk hls^brotbor'l TH^^qod^ 
Defends the br«tUc& carctft !QK tho grw^ 
Furious he flies, his njurd'rcr toei^gaget ' . 
But godlikfJZ^/!/S«W prevents 1^ . 

Between \^ arm and fl^ulder aims a blow; 

385* His arm falls ipoutii^g on ttic duft bdow I 
He finks^ with endleis darknefs covered o'er* ■ 
And vents his jfoul e£Fus'd ^itb. guihi^ gpr^* 

Slain by two brothers* thus two brothers bleed, 
Stirfedon^s friends, uimifodaruf* feed-, 

^^ jimifiJarus, who, by fur jelled. 

The bane of mcn^ abhorrM. Chim^a bredi 
SkiU'd in the dart in vain, his fbns expire. 
And pay the forfeit of their guilty Sire. 



V. 390. Amifodarac wj^&c] JfrnfitUrM was K'tng of CarU ; 
'Belkrcfhon marry'd bis daughter. .The ancients guefrd fisom this 
pafliige that the Cbim^ra waif not i fiilidn, finc?;Hcwfr 'marks the 
time wherein Ihe liv'd, and the Prince with whom flie liy'd ; they 
thought it was fome be%i| of that Prince's h€3'ds>who b^ing grown 
furious and mad Mui done « great deal of nufchief; like the Caly 
dwMn boar. Eufiathimm • ' 

Stopped 



Book XVI. HOMER'S ILIJD. 117 

Stopped in the tumuit deahtbu lies, 

Pf Beneath Oi'leus* arm, a living j^i&ej 
A living prize not long the lhym$ ^!ood% 
The thirty faulchion drank his reeking blood: 
Plung'd in his throat the fmoaking weapon lies ; 
Black death, and fiate unpitjing, fial bis eyes. 

00 Amid the ranks, with jnutual thirft of famc» 

Lycm the brave, and Btrce Fen^^m cnmt ', ■ l-^ 

In vain their jav'lins at each odier flew. 
Now, met in arms, their eager fvTords they drcw# 
On the plum'd crefl of his Bctctim foe. 

Of The daring Lycm atmM a noble blow; ' 

The fword broke ihort j but his, Feneiefis {J>ed 
Full on the jundure of tlie neck and head: 
The head, divided hj a ftroke fo jttft. 
Hung by the skin : the body iiink to duft* 

10 Overtaken Neofms by Mernm bleeds, 

Pierc*d thro* the fhouldcr'as he mounts his ^eeds^ 

Back from the car he tumbles to the ground > 

...... • ' , ■ . • • ' ' 

His AvimtDiag^ye^ etenial ih^dcs furround. . 

Next jEtymaj was doomed his fate to feel. 

If His open'd mouth receiv'd the CntMn ted: 

- Poneath t;he hram the point a ffJj^e tore, 

Craih'd the thin bones, and drownM the teeth in gore* 
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His mouth, Mx^ eyes, his no(briIs pour a flood $ 
He Cobs his foul out in the gufh of blood. 

420 As when the floeks.ncgjeded hy the Twain 
(Or kids, or lambs) lie fcatter'd o'en the plain, 
A troop of wolves th* unguarded chaig^ ftrvcx*. 
And rend the trembling, unreiifting prey. , 
Thus on the fbu^ the Gneh impetuous camei 

4^1 f Troy fled, unniindful of her former fame. - 
But fliU at He^or godlike jljax, aim'd» 
Still,, pointed at hi& breafl, his javelin flam*d : 
The Trojan chief, experienced in the Bcldp 
O'er his broad fhoulders fpread the mafl^ fhidi, 

450 Obferv 'd thc^ ftpfci of darts the Gredam pour. 

And on his buckler caught the ringing fhow'r. 

» • 

He fees k)r Greece the fcale of conquefl rife. 
Yet flops, and turns, and favcs his lov'd allies. 
As when the hand of Jtrv^ a tempefl forms, 
43 f And rolls the doud to blacken.hcav*n with floqns,. 



V. 433. Tet fiops, and. turnf» snd faves his lov*d alius*"} Hmet 
reprefents HeCl'vri as he retlres> maloDg t fltnd from time CD tiikwk 
to fave bis troops : Ajsd be expreiles it . by x^n fio^ word aN'« 
fiifat' for tiftifd/uttf does hot only fignify to fi^t but I'lkewife in 
retiring to flop from time to time } for this is the ponrer. of tfae- 
prepo(ition «f«\ as in the word tirtt/ulx*^'^', wbidi iignt6es to 
flht hy fits and Jf art Si «t»enrc{vc/'«r, to wr^li fivfrol, 4ima» aad in 
inapy others^ intpathiui, " . v " ■ - ' . 

• Dark 
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o'er the fields th' afcending Vapour flies,, 
fhade^ the fun, and blots the golden skies : 
om the fhip5> along the dusky ptdn, 
Fiighf and Terr^ drore the TrofMi train* 
Heiior fledj thro' lieaps of di&tny 
fiery couriers £brc*d their Lord away : 
: far behind his Jhjam fidi confos^'d, 
^'d in the trench, in one vaft carnage bruis'd;^ 
lots on chariots rolh the dafliing ^kes 
c i while the madding fteeds break (hort their yoket^: 
in they labour up the fleepy mound i 
■ charioteers lie foaming oo the ground. 
;.on the rear, with fliouts, Fatrodm flies; 
altuous clamour fills the fields and skies '> 
z drifts of duil involve their rapid flight; 
Is rife on clouds, and heav'n is fnatch'd from fight.* 
ffrighted fleeds, their dying Ldords caft down, 

o'er the fields, and ftretch to, reach the town. 

o'er the rout was heard the viftor's cry, 
e the war bleeds, and where the thickeft die, 
e horie and arm^ and chariots lie Q'erthrown> 
)leeding heroes under axles groan. 



Ko 
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No Hop, ii6.cliecl|.tfae Aeeds of ^luu kaevn ' 
From bank to \Mk thMnsnovtal eouxAr$ flcMT 

^fio Higb-bounding o'er the fbffle: the whirliflg ctr 
Smoaks thto' tie tanks, o'ertakes die Bymg wtf, 
And thunders after flb^i iMbf flaBS» : 
P^itmi/m; (hakes Bis lasce i but fite deaiet. • 
Not with Iefs.iioi& with left in^>etUQtts foic^^ .-. ^ 

46s The tjrric q£ :B^'tm lajc tkar dci|>'rttc courfe . 
Than whea is autumn ^cve ids foxy poiirs» 
And earth Js kadea with incefliait fbo^xu 

(Whflq 

T. 45*9. From h'atA V« hank th" immwtalt cttrjert fem &c.] Ht^ 
mtr has mtdc 6(Heffvr's horfcs iSi that poetry couW make of com- 
mon and mortal Tories.; theyiland oniiie hank of che.dicch> foam- 
ing and neighing for madnefs that they danuct leap it. But thfc 
immortal horfes of jiebilles find no obfiack ; they leap the ditcb 
and fly into the. plain. Enftathins. . 

T. 466. Than whfn in auttcmn Jove his fnrypojir i ' ■ ■ 

When gmby mtrtals, 6cQi 

The Poet in this image of an infiodation) takes occaiion to men- 
tion a (entiment of grfcaV piety, that fuA tahmhies vrcce Ae ef- 
fe£i5 of divine ju^io; pt^i^iMiE the fiij^s of naoiciiuL Tbis ought 
probably refer to the tradition of an oniverfal deluge* which was 
very common tmong the ificienc hcstheh wrkdTt ; naoill of them 
afcribing the caale of thii deluge to the wrath of hea7?n provoke^ 
by the wickednefs of men. Diodarns SicmbUi I, if, c, y. fpeaking 
of an earthquake and inimdatiom which deflroy'd a fnnc pan of 
Greece, in the hundred «nd firft OfymfUdy ha&^theie words. Then 
was a great difpmte comermng the caufe of this calamtj: The natmal 
phikfophers generally afcribed fmh events to necejfary camfeSf mt ttany 
4ivbte hand : "But they who had more devomt fentiments gave a more 
/rekaklt ocfmA hereof i ajferting, that it »st the dmne vettgeaau 

ahoi 
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(When guilty mortals break th* eternal laws. 
And judges brib*d» betray the righteous caufe) 

*^ From their deep beds he bids the rivers xUe« 
And opens all the floodgates of the skies : 
Th' impetuous torrents from theii hills obejr» 
Whole fields are drown'd, and mountains fwept away; 
Loud roars the dehigetiU it.nieets the main; 

*jj And tremb'ing man iees all his labours vain. 

And now the chief (the fbremoft troops rqjcU'd) 
Back to the fhips his defUn'd progress held, 
Bor^ down half Troy in his rcfiftleftway. 
And forc'd the routed ranks; to ftaod the day. 



Mkne that hrought this defirn&lon 'i^on men who h,zd offended the Gods 
with their impiety. And then proceeds to give an account of thoft 
crimes which drew down this puni/bnienc upon them. 

This is one, among a thoufand inftances, of f&mer's indireS 
and oblique manner of introducing moral festences and inflru&i- 
ons. Thcfe agreeably break in upon his rwder even in defer ip- 
tions and poetical pores, wbere one nitcuiUy expefls ooiy painoing 
and amufemcnt. We have virtue put upon us by furpriz^, and are 
pleas'd to find a thing where we fhould never have look'd to meet 
with it. I muti Qo'a^noble B^Ujh'ipott the jufliccto obierve, that 
it is this particultr^an that is the very dif(in£,uinung excellence of 
',€aeprr*s-hiHii thnou|^hQut xrhich, the defcriptions. of places, and 
inuifos rais'd by the Poet, are ftill tending toltKne hint, or leading 
intofome rcfl«*^iun, uponnond life or political infltrurioii: Much 
in (he fame muineras the-'tesl fight of fuch fccniw andpTofpe£b 
is apt' t<T pve the mmd a eoiApOt'd turn,aod incline it to thoughts 
and- contemplations.that havt-a-rektion to theobjcfl. 



'"H 
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480 Between the ^acc where filler Simms flows,! 

Where ]xf. the fleets, and whece the rampires roii^ 
All grim in duft aad blood,, ^atrodus flands. 
And turns the {laughter on the conqu'ring bands* 
Firil Pronous dy'd beneath his fiery dart. 

48pW^ich pfcrdd bdowthe fhield his valiant heart. 
Jhijior was next $ who iaw the chief appear. 
And fell the vi£^im of his coward fearj '. 
Shmnk up he iate, with wild ^nd haggard eye^ 
Nor flood to combate, nor had force to fly : 

jiy^TatrocUis mark'd him, as he ihuna'd the war> 
And with unmanly tremblings (hook the csor, 
And dropp'd the flowing reins. Him 'twixtthc jaws 
The jav'lin flicks, and from the chariot draws. 
As on a rock that over hangs die main, 

^^^An angler, ftudious of the line aadcane. 

Some mighty fifli draws panting to the fliorei 
Not with lefs eaie the barbed jav'lin bore - 

▼. 480. 'Bettnen the ffMce tohtre filvet Simois ftmit 

Where lay the JhipSi md where the rantpires ffi.'] 
It looks ac firft fight as if Patrocims was very pun&ual in obeyii^ 
the orders of jichilles, when he hinders the Trojans firom afcending 
to their townj and holds an engagement with 'em between the 
lhips> the river, and the wall. But he ieems afterwards thro* ve- 
ry hade to have flipt his commands, for his orders were that he 
ihould drive 'em from the /hips, and then prelendy return ', but 
he proceeds farther, and his death is the coniequence. Etfiathins. 

■ 2 ' The 
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The gaping daltard : As the ipear was fhooky 
He felJ, and fife hJs heartlefi hreafk fbrfbok. 

■^ Next on Eiyal$is he flics j a ftone 

I^ge as a rock, was bj his fury thrown : 
Full on his crown the pond'rous fragpient flew, 
And^burAthe 4ehii, and cleft the head in two: 
Prone to the ground the breathlefs warrior fell, 

^f And death involved him with the fliades of hdl. 
Then low in duft Epalfes, EchmSi lie i 
Jfheas, Evifpusy Pofymelus, die> 
jimphoferus, and Etymas fuccccd j 
And laft lUfokmus and Tyres bleed. 

10 Where'er he moves, the growii^g flaughters fpread 
In heaps on heaps yz monument of dead. 

When now Sarpedcn his brave friends beheld 
Grovling in dufl:, and gaQ>ing on the £eld« 

With 

▼. fia. VP%m7im Sarpedon, eJ-f.l Thtf Poet t)re^aring to re- 
count the death of Ssrpedmi it will not be impi*opcr to give a 
sketch of feme particulars which con(titute a chara&er the moft 
iaultlefs and amiable in the whole Iliads Thi3 hero is by birth fu- 
perior to all the chie£5 of either fide, being the only fon of Jnfiter 
engaged in this war. His qualities are no way unworthy his dei^ 
cent, fince he every where appears equal in valour, prudence* and 
eloquences to'the mbft admired "heroes : Nor are thefe excellencies 
blemilh'd with any of thofe defers with whiehthe moft diftin- 
pii(hing chanters of the Poem are ftaln'd. So that the niceft 
criticks cannot find any thing to offend their delicacy, but muft be 

obligcii 
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With this feproach his flying hoft he warms, 
fifOh ftain to honour! oh diigrace to anns! 
Forfake, inglorious, the contended plains 
This hand, unaide^^ (hall the war £\i&zm^ \ 
The task be mine this hero's fbength to try. 
Who mows whole troops, and makes .dn am$y fly* 
^20 ^c Q>^c > ^^ ipeaking, leaps from o£F the car i 
Fatroclus lights, and flerdly waits the war. .. 



obliged to own the manners of this hero perfeft. Hi« valccir is 
neither rafli nor boifterous ; his prudence neither timorous nor 
tricking ; and his eloquence neither talkative nor boalting.- He 
never reproaches the living> or infuits the dead : but appears oni' 
form thro' his conduct in the war^ a£led with the fame generous 
fentimeats that engaged him in it> having no intereft in the quar- 
rel but to fucgour his allies in didrefs. This noble life is .ended 
with a death as glorious j for in his lafl moments he has no other 
concern^ but for the honour of his friends, and the event of the 
day. 

Homer juftly reprefents fucha charafter to be attended with uni- 
versal efteem : As he was greatly honour'd when living, he is as 
much lamented when deai, as the chiif prop of Troy, The Poet 
by his death} even before that of Hcffovj prepares us to expefi the 
deftrudt.on.of that town, when its two great defenders - are no 
more : and in order to make it the more (i^nal and reoiarkable, it 
is the only deach in the Iliad attended with prodig^et : Even his 
funeral is perform'd by; divine af!iiknce» he being the only hero 
whoii body is carried back to be interr'd in his native councrey* 
and honour'd with monuments erected to his fame.. Thefe pecu- 
liar and diftinguiniing honours £eem appropriated, by our Author 
to i'im alone, as the. reward of" a merit fuperiar.a> all his other 
lets per/e<a heroes. 



As 
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As when two vulturs on the mountain's height 

Stoop with refbunding pinions to the iight ; 

They cuff, they tear, they raiie a fcrcambg aji 
X^ The defert echoes, and the rocks reply : 

The warriors thus oppos'd in arms, engage 

With equal clamours, and with equal rage. 
Jcrve view*d the combate, whole event fortfeeii,' 

He thus beipoke his Siilcr and his Queen. 
30 The hour draws on; the deftinies ordain, 

My^godlike fbn ihall prefs the Phrygian plain i 

Akcady on the verge of death he Hands, 

His life is ow'd to fierce VatrtKlns^ hands. 

What paflions in a parent's breaft debate! 
3f Say, (liall I fiiatch him from impending fate, 

And 



V. J22. As xohmtm vttltms,^ Homer compares Patrocba tnd 
Sarpedm to two vulturs> becaufe they appear'd to be of equal 
Rtength and abilities^ when they had difmounted from their cha- 
riots. For this realbn he has chofen to compare them to birds of 
the fame kind , as on another occaiion> to image the like equality 
of flrength) he refembles both HeSor and Patroclms to lions : fiuc t 
little after this place? diminiOiing the force of Sarpedont he com- 
pares him to a bull> and Patrocltts to a lion. He has placed thefe 
vulturs upon. a high rock> becaufe it is their nature to perdi there9 
rather than in the.bojughs of trees. Their crooked taionsimake 
chem unfit to walk on the ground, they could not fight fteidily in 
the iiT} and therefore their .fitted place is the rock. Enfiathins. 

V. 5-3 5". Say, (hall 'J fnatch him from impending fateP^ It appears 
by this paflage* that Hamtr was of opioioDa that Uit ^^^owet q£ 
Vol, IV, I4 ^^ 
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And fend him iafe to lycla^ diflant far 
From all the dangers and the toils of war s 

God couid over-rule hvt or deft'my. It hat pazzkd many to di- 
ilinguilh exa£dy the notion of the heathens as to this point. Mr. 
Pr^niinf contends xYxki Jnfiter was limited by the defiinies, or (to 
ufe his exprefiitAi} was no better than book-keeper to diem. He 
grounds it upon a paflage in the tenth book of Virgii» where Jm- 
fiter mentions this infiance of Sarfedon as a proof of his yielding to 
the fates. But both that} and his citation from Ovidt amounts to 
no more dian that Jnpter gave way to deftiny -, not that he could 
not prevent its the contrary to which is plain irom his doubt and 
deliberation in this place. And indeed whatever may be inferr'd 
of other poetsj Homer's opinion at leaft» as to the difpenfations of 
God to mao>- has ever ieem'd to me very dear} and difiin^y a-- 
greeable to truth. We fhall £nd> if we examine his whole works 
with an eye to this do^rtne* that he afligns three caufes of all the 
good and evil that happens in this world> which he takes a par- 
ticular care to diftinguilh. Firft the mil of God, fuperior to all. 

A/Off ^* iVlXi/tTO gt^M. II. I. 

' ^leV ^tet mifl* fiXfVT«. II. 19. V. 90. 

Tj^s iytiiof rt Kxxot Tf ///«#, &c. 

Secondly, dtjiir^ or fate, meaning the laws and order of nature 
uffe6ling the conftitucions of men, and difpofing them to good or 
evil, prosperity or misfbrtime ; which the ^preme Being, if it be 
his pleafurei may over-rule, (as he is inclined to do in this place) 
but which he generally fufiers to take ' eiledW- Thirdly, our own 
free milt which ekher by prudence overcomes xhi$t natuj^ in- 
fluences and pafl)ons» or by folly fuffers us to fall under them. 
Odyjf.uv. 32. 

'^£1 miwtt ofef /if fv Bvit $/e7oi tiwf'etntu. 
'£( nfttm yif fxri icaeV t/i/nfur ol i^ xol «vrt/ 
2tf'fW eM^taJl^ vmtf f^ifv iky* •XM'iP. 
Why charge mankind en he/nfn their vrnn effmcci 
^nd caU their woes the crime tfpewdeneef 
"Blind: who themfehes their nmfertes credti% 
jindper(fli ky their f^y^ net their ftfe. 

Or 
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Or to his 4ooin fny braveft offspring yidd. 

And fatten, with celedial blood, the field ? 
\0 Then thus the Goddefs with the radiant eyes: 

What words are thcfc? O fbv'reiga of the skies! 

Short is the date prefcrib'd to mortal man; 

Shall J(rvti for one, extend the narrow fpan, 

Whoie bounds were fix'd before his race began ? 
45* How many fons of Gods, foredoomed to death. 

Before proi^d Z£w7, mufi: refign their breath ! 

Were thine exempi, debate would rift above^ . 

And murm'ring pow*r$ condemn their partial ^cvf. 

Give the bold chief a glorious fatd in fight,* 
•^oAnd when th' afcending foul has wing'd her flightj 

Let Sleep and Death convey, by thy command. 

The brcathlefs body to his native land. 



V. j'j'i. Let Jleep and death ctrnvey^ ly thy ammandt 
The breathlefi body to bis native iand.'] 
The hiftory or ftible received in Homer*s time, imported, that S^tr^ 
pedon was interr'd in Lycta, but it faid nothing of his death. Thi& 
gave the Poet the liberty of making him die at Tr(iy> provided than 
after his death he was carry'd into Lydot- to preferve the fable» 
The txpedient proposM by Jsmo folves all j Sarfedm dies at Troy, 
and is interred at Lycia ; and what renders this probable is, that in 
thofe times, as at this day. Princes and perlbns of quality who 
dy'd in foreign parts were carr/d into their own country to be 
laid in the tombs t>f their fathers. The antiquity of this cuftom 
cannot be doubted, fmce it was praAis'd in the Patriarchs times ; 
Jacob dying in E^yft^ orders his children to carry him into the 
iand of CanaaHi where he defir'd to be bury*d. Caii^^*^^, Dacier, 

L 1 V^vi. 
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His friends and people, to his future praiipi 

A marble tomb and pyramid (hall raife» 
.^f j'f And lafUng honours to his afhes give 5 

His fame ('tis all the dead can have) (hall live. 

• . She faid 5 the Cloud-compeller overoome» 

^Hents to. fate, and ratifies the doom. 

Then, touched with grief, the weeping hcav*ns diilill^ 
^go A fliow-r of blood o'er all the fatal field. 

The God, his eyes averting from the plain. 

Laments \}\% </bn, prededin'd to be (lain. 

Far from the Lydan fhores, his happy native rdgn. 

' Now met in arms, ^the. combatants appear, 
/5'65'Each heav'd the Ihield, and pois'd the lifted fpear: 

From ftrong Tatroclus* hand the jav'lin fle4 

And pafs*d the groin of valiant Thrajymedy 
. The nerves unbrac'd, no more his bulk fuflain. 

He falls, and falling bites the bloody plain. 

V. yCJo. ji Jhon*r of blood.'] As ta.fliowers of a bloody colour, 
r any both ancient and modern naturalifts agree in aflerting the 
realicy of fuch appearances, tho* they account for 'em differently. 
You may fee a very odd folution, of 'cm in Emflathins, Note on 

. \-. 70. of the eleventh Iliad* What feems the moft probable, is that 
of Fromondtts in his Metcvrolpgji who obferv'd, that a (bower of 
this kind, which gare. great caufe of wonder, was nothing but a 
quantify of very fmall red rnfcfls, beat down to the earth by a 
heavy Ihower, whereby the ground was lpo:icd in fcreral places, 

. as Vi'icb drops, of bl«9d. 



Two 
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•oTwo founding darts the Lycian leader threw;* • 
The firft aloof with erring fur^ flew. 
The next tninfpierc'd Achitlei' mortal fteed. 
The genVoiis ?ed»f$ts, of TheSan breed; 
Fix*d in the fhoulders joint, he rceVd around '; 

S Roird in the bloody duft^and paw'd the Hipp'ry ground; 
His fudden fall th' entangled harrrefs broke j 
Each axle crackled, and the chariot (hook *. 
"When bold Automedon to difengage 
The flarting courfers, and reflrain their rage, 

D Divides tht traces with hisjword, and freed 
Th* incumber'd chariot from the dying ftced : 
The reft move on, obedient to the reini •• 
The car tov^'Js flowly o'er the dufty jplain/ 
The tow'ring chiefs to fiercer fight advance, ' 

f And firft Sarfedm whirl'd his weighty lance. 
Which o'er the warrior's flKmlder took its courfc 
And Ipent in empty air its dying force. 



V. ^72. Achilles* mortal Jleedy 

Thegen'roHS Pedafus ] 

For the other two horfes of ^chiUest Xanthns and 'B.tStiS, were 
immortalj as we have already feen in this book. *Tis a merry 
conceit of EttflathUtSy that Pedafns is only Taid to be mortal, be- 
caufe of the three horfes he only was a gelding. *T\% pity poor 
Pedafns had not a better face to have recomperSfed the lofs of his 
immortality. 

L 3 Not 
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Not fo VtftrocW neyer-erring dart i 

Aim'd at his breafl, it pio'c'd the mortal part 

590 Where the fbrong fibres bind the foHd heart* 
Then, as the mountain oak> or poplar tall. 
Or pine (fit maft for fbme great admiral) 
Nods to the axe, till with a groaning found 
It finks, and fpreadsits honours on the ground; 

5*95* Thus fell the King; and laid on earth fupine» 
Before his chariot Hretch'd his form divine : 
He graip'd the dud difbin'd with flreaming gore^ 
And pale in death, lay groaning on the fhore. 
So X\t% a bull beneath the lion's paws, 

tco While the grim favage grinds with foamy jaws 
The trembling limbs, and fucks the fmoaking Uood; 
Deep groans, and hollow roars, rebellow thro' the wood. 

Then to the leader of the Lymn band 
The dying chief addrefs'd his laft command. 

6ojGkucfis, be holds thy task be firfl to dare 
The glorious dangers of dcfhuftive war, 

Ta* 

V. 60 f, Glaucu*, h Mi &c.] This dying fpeech of Sarpfdm 
deferves particular notice> being made up of noble fentiments^ and 
fully anfwering the charafter of this brave and generous Prince* 
vhich he preferves in his laft moments. Being ienfible of ap- 
proaching death, without any tranfports of rage, or defire of re- 
vejj^e, he calls w bi$ friend w «kc eve to preferve hit body and 

arms 
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To lead my troops, to' combstte at tbeir head. 

Incite the living, and iuppjy the dead. 

Tell 'em, I charged them with my lateft breath ^ 
loNot unreveng'd to bear Sarfedcn's death; 

What grief, what fhame muft Glsttcus undergo^ 

If thefe fpoil'd arms adorn a Gredm$ foe ? 

Then as a friend, and as a warrioF> fights 

Defend my body, conquer in my right > 
^15" That taught by great examples, aU may try 

Like thee to vanquifb, or like me to die. 
He ceas'di the fates iiipprefs'd his lab'ring breath^' 

And his eyes darken*d with the (hades of death, 

Th' infulting vidor with dii^aini beftrode 
62iOThe proflrate Prince, and on his boibm trod; 

Then drew the weapon from has panting hatti- 

The reeking fibres clinging to the dart ^ 



arms from becoming a prey to the enemy: And this he lays with- 
out any regard to himfelf* but out of the moft tender concern iot 
his friend's repucatiofb who mufi for ever become infamotn if ho 
fuls in this point of honour and duty. If we conceive this (aid. 
by the expiring hero* his dying looks fix'd on his wounded dif-. 
conlblate friend* the (peir remaining in his body* and the vi^r 
ihnding by in a kind of extafy (urveying his conquefl s thefe cir- 
cumfiances will form a very moving picture. Patroclm all thi« 
time^ either out of humanity or furprize> omits to pull out th( 
ifear> which however he does not long forbear^ but with it draw 
iog forth his vicab» putt a period to this gallant life. 

L 4 Fm 
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From the wide wound gu(h'd out a flream of bloody 

And the foul iifu'd in xJbt purple Hood. 
^5' His flying fleeds the MyrmJons detain, 

Unguidcd now, their mighty mailer flain^ 

All-impotent of aid, transfix'd with griefs 

Unhappy Ghncus heard the dying, chief.. 

His painful arm, yet ufelefs with the fmart 
l^olnflided late by Hucer's deadly dart. 

Supported on his better hand he.flay*df 

To Fhoe6us then ('twas aU he could) he pray'd. 
All-feeing Monarch ! whether tycid's coafl 

Or facred Ilion, thy bright prefcnce boaft, 
135'Pow'rfu^'alike toeafc the wretch's iinartj 

Oh hcv me! God of ev*ry healing art ! 

Lo ! ftifF with clotted blood, and pierc'd with paitf> 

That thrills my arm, and fhoots thro' ey'ry vein^i 

V. 637.« Pierc'd with pain 

That thrills my amii andffioots thro* ev*ry vein."] 
There feems to be an overfight in this place. GlancHS in the 
twelfth book had been wounded with an arrow by Tencer at the 
attack of the wall ; and here fb long after, we find him ftill on 
the field, m the Jharpefi angwjh(f his wtamd, the bkod not kiing yet 
ftanch'd, &f. In the fpeech that next follows to HeSory there if 
alll) (bmeching liable to cenfure, when he imputes to the negli- 
gence of the Trojans the death of Sarpedmi of which they knew 
nothing till that very (peech inform'd "em. I beg leave to paft 
over thefe things without expofing or defending them ; tho* fuch 
as chefe may be fufficicflt grounds for a moll inveterate war among^ 
the ciicicks. 

I (land 
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I /land unable to fufhin the ipear, 

1^0 And figh, at difhnce from the glorious war» 
Low in the duft is great Sarpedm laid. 
Nor ycve vouchfaf d his haplefs offtpring aid. 
But thou, O God of Health ! thy fuccour lend. 
To guard the reliqtfes of my flaughtcr*d friend. 

45* For thou, tho' difbnt, canft reftore my mighty 
To hpad my Lyciam, and fupport the fight, 

Apollo heard 5 and fuppliant as he flood. 
His heavenly hand reftrain*d the flux of blood j 
He drew the dolors from the wounded part, 

SO And breath'd a ipirit in his rifing heart. 
Rcnew*d by art divine, the herd fhnds. 
And owns th* aflillance of immortal hands. 
Firft to the fight his native troops he warms. 
Then loudly calls on Tny's vhldi^bivc arms 5 

SS With ample flrides he llalks from place to place, * 

» 

Now fires ui^en'or, now Totydama*^ 
Mneas next, and HeBifr ht accoflss * 
Inflaming thus'the rage of all their hofts. '* 

What thoughts, r^ardlcfs chief! thy brcaft employ ? 
60 Oh too forgetful of the friends -of Troy ! 

Thofe generous friends, who, from their coimtrcy &r. 
Breathe their brave fbuls out in another*s-war.* • 

L s Sec! 
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See! where in dufl: the great Sarfedtn lies^ 
In ai^ion valiant, and in qouncil wiie» 

66s ^^^ guarded right, and kept his people free; 
To all his I^c'ums loft, and loft to thee ! 
Stretch'd by Ttaroclm* arm on yonder pkuns. 
Oh iave from boftik rage his lov'd remains : 
Ah let not Qnec$ his ccmquer'd trophies boaft, 

670 Nor on his corfc revenge her heroes loft. 

* 

He fpokei each leader in his grief partook, 
Tro^^ at the lofs, thro' all her legions (hook. 
Transfix'd with deep regret, they view overthrown 
At once his countrey's pillar and their own > 
675- A chief, who led to Trofs beleagur'd wall 
A hoft of heroes, and out-ihin'd them all. 
Fk'd, they rufh on i Firft HiSiot feejks the foes. 
And with ftiperior vengeance, greatly glows. 
But o'er the dead the fierce Fatroclus ftands, 
(5go ^^ rowzmg Ajax, rowz'd the lift'ning bands. 
Heroes, be men! be what you were before> 
Or weigh the grekt occasion, and be more. 
The chief who taught our lofity walls to yidd, 
4 Lies pale in death, extended on the field. 
^8^ To guard his body Thy in numbers fliesi 
^Tis hdf the gbry to niaintain our prize. 

Haftc, 
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Hafle, fh-ip his arms» the ikoghter round him ^read» 
And fend the living LycUm to the dead. 
The heroes kin^e at his fierce command i 

^oThe martial fquadrons doie on either hand: 
Here Trey and L^cin charge with ioud alarms^ 
TheJJkka there, and Greece oppoie their arms. 
With horrid ihouts they circle round the (lain j 
The clafh of armour rings o'er all the plain. 

^S CTC2Lt yove, to fwcll the horrors of the fight, 
0*er the fierce armies pours pernicious night. 
And round his fbn confounds the warring holts. 
His fate ennobling with a crowd of gho/b. 
Now Greece gives way, and great Epigem falls* 

OO Agtuleui' ion, from BuMum^s lofty walls: 

Who chas*d for murder thence, a fuppliant came 
To Feleus, and the filver-fboted dame i 



V. 6$6. Great Jove— *0*er the fieru armei poms femidwi Night^ 
Homer calls here Sy the name of Nighc, the whirlwinds of thick 
dud which rife from beneath the feet of the cQmbatancs»tiidwfaicb 
hinder them from knowing one another. Thus poetry knows how 
to convert the moft nattmd things into miracles ; the(e two armies 
are bury'd in duil round Sarpedm'i body -, 'tis Jf^ter who poii«s 
upon them an obfcure night> to make the battel bloodier, and to 
honour the fuaerai of hii ^ by a greater number of vidims. £m* 
fiathiHS* 



L 5 Now 
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Now foit to Ihjf, AtkkiUs^ arms to aid. 

He pays due vengeance to his kiofhian's fhacf(5. 

705* Soon as his lucklefs hand had touch'd the dead, 
A rock's large fragment thunder'd on his hcadj 
HurPd by Hefforean ibrcc, it cleft in twain 
His fhatter'd hehn, and ftretch'd him o^er the flain« 
Fierce to the van of fight Patrodus came; 

*jlQ And, like an eagle darting at his game. 
Sprung on the Tryan and the Lyckn band. 
What grief thy heart, what ftiry urg'd thy hand. 
Oh generous Greek! when with fuH vigour thrown 
At Stenehus- flew the weighty flone, 

-J I j" Which fiink him to the dead \ When Troj^ too near 
That arm, drew back 5 and HeSior Iearn*d to fcar^ 
Far as an able hand a lance can throw. 
Or at the lifts, or at the fighting fije ,- * 

So far the Trojans firom their lines retir'd j 

720 "Till GlMf£Hs' turning, all the refl infpir'd. 
Then BtuhyeUas fell beneath his rage. 
The only hope of Chalcon^s trembling sgc: 
Wide o'er the land was ib-etch'd his large domaii^ 
With flately icats, and riches^ bkft in vain : 

yx^ Him, bold with youth, and eager to purfue 
r The flying lyciam, Gkncm mjt, and flew i 

Picrc'd 
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Pierc'd thro' the bofom with a fuddcii wound. 

He fell, and falling, made the fields reiound. . 

Th' Achaitms forrow for their hero flainj 
30 With cpnqu'ring (houts the Trojans fhake the pkin. 

And crowd to Qxxil the dead : The Greeks oppoie : 

An iron circle round the carcafe grows. 
Then brave Laogmus rcfign*d his breath, 

Difpatch'd by Merm to the fhadcs of death: 
'35* On L/a's holy hill he made abode, ^ 

The prieft of Jwe^ and honoured like Mis God. 

Between the jaw and car the jav'iin wcntj 

The foul, exhaling, iiTu'd at the vent* 

His fpear JEneas at the vi^or threw, 
40 Who (looping forward from the death withdrew j < 

The lance hifs'd harmlefs o'er his covering fliield. 

And trembling flrook, aqd rooted in the field. 

There yet fcarce fpent, it quivers 00 the plain. 

Sent by the great JEmas arm in vain. . 

'45' Swift as thou art (the raging hero cries) »• 

And skiird in dancing to diipute the prize, 

V. 74^. Ani skilPd in dahcihg,'] This ftroke of raillery upon 
Merimes is fbtu)de4 ©n the cuijlQm.Qf hU' counttey. For the Or- 
tans were peculiarly addifted to this cxercife, and In parricuJar are 
faid to have iflvented the Fjrrhic <fanfe which was performed in 
fomplecc armour. &e Now on v. 797--^ pbc chirccendi book, • 



^^ 
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My ^pcar, the duS&atd paiHfge had it finmd. 

Had fix'd thy wS&ft ▼igour to die groaod. 
Oh valiant leader of the Dmim hoft! 
^ 7jro (Infulted Umm thus retorts the boaft) 

Stroag as you are, 'tis mortal force you truft, 
^ An ^m as fbong may ftretch thee in the daft. 

And if to this my knee th^ fate be giv'n, 

Vdn are thy vaunts^ Succeis u ilill from heav'n; 
*ISS This inftant finds thee dowa to ^ku^% coafb 

Mine is the glory, his thy parting ghoft. 
O friend (M$/Maws* ion this anfwer gave) 

With words to oombate, ill befits the bra?e : 

Not empty boafb the fbns of Jhj^ repell, 
760 Your fwords mufl plunge them to the fhades of heU^ 

To fpeaky befeems the cousciij but to dare 

Iff glorious a^on, is the task of war. 
This faid, Fatrpelm to the battel Bks ; 

Great Mtficn follows; and new fhouts arife : 
7^5* Shields^ helmets rattle> as the warriors dofi; 

And thick and heavy founds the florm of Uowsr. 

As thro' the fhrilling vale, or mountain ground. 

The labours of the woodman's axe refbund ; 

Blows following blows are beard re-echoing wide, 
770 While crackling fbrefls fidi on cv'ry fide, 

Tliu 
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Thus echo'd all the fields with ioud alartty. 
So fell the -warriorsj and Co rung their arms.. 

Now great Sarpedcn, on the fandy (hore, 
His heav nly fbrin defac'd with duft and gor^ 

yjf And ihick with darts by warring heroes flied*. ^ 
Lies undiflinguiili'd from the vulgar dead. 
His long diiputed corfe the chie& inclofW^ 
, On ev'ry fide the buiy combate grows y 
Thicks as beneath ibme fbepherd's thatch*d abodes 

7So(The pails high-foaming with a noilky flood,}. 
The buzzing flies, a perievering train, 
Inceflant fwarm, and chas'd, return again. 

y^ve view'd the combate with a flem furvey^ 
And eyes that flafh'd intolerable day$ 

'S j* Fix'd on the field his fight, his brcafl debates 

The vengeance due, and meditates the fates i > 

Whether to urge their prompt efife^, and call 

The force of HeBtr to JPofrocUu' fall. 

This inifant fee his fhort-liv'd tropjries won, 

90 And fbetch him breathlefs on his flaughter'd ibn^ 
Or yet, with many a foul's imtimely flight. 
Augment the ^me and horror of the fight ? 
To crown JLMUi valiant friend with praife 
At length he dooms j and that his laft of dajs 

Shan 
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J^jf Shall fet in glory; bids him drive the fbe^ 

Nor unattended, fee the (hades bdow. 

Then He£hr*s mind he fiHs with dire difmay ; 

He mounts his car, and calls his hofts away. 

Sunk with 77i0y's heavy fetes, he fees dedme 
800 The fcales of Jcve, and pants with awe divine.* 
Then, nor before, the hardy Zyctans fled. 

And left their monarch with rhc common dead: 

Around, in heaps on heaps, a dreadful wall 

Of carnage rifes, ^ the heroes fall. 
80 J" (So Jove decreed!) At length the Greeks obtain 

The prize contefled, and de^il the flain. 

The radiant arms are by Fatroelus bom, 

Tatroclm* fhips the glorious fpoils adorn. 
Then thus to Thasbusy in the realms above, 
810 Spoke from his throne the cJoud-compeJling ypt/f , 

Defcend, my Thab$is ! on the Phrygian plain; 

And from the fight convey SarpeJcn flain; 

Then bathe his body in the cryfhl flood. 

With dufl difhonour'd, and defbrm'd with blood: 
015' O'er all his limbs ambrofial odours fhed. 

And with celeftial robes adorn the dead. 

Thofe rites difcharg'd, his facrcd corfe bequeath 

To the fofl arms of filent Sleef and DefitH? s 

They 
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They to his friends the mournful charge (ball bear, 
I20 His friends a tomb and pyramid (hall rear i 
What honours mortals after death receive, 
Thofe unavailffig honoura we may give ! 

^foUo .b»ws, and from mount Ida's height. 
Swift to the field precipitates -his flight i 
by Thence from the war the breathlefs hero bore, 
Vcil'd in a cloud, to iilver Simois* fhorc : 
There bath'd his honourable wounds, and dreft 
His manly members in th* immortal vcftj 
And with perfumes of fweet ambroflal dews, 
B30 Rcflorcs his frelhncfs, and his form renews. 

Then Sleep and Dtath, two Twins of winged race. 

Of matchlefi fwiftaefs, but of iilcot pace, 

Rcceiv*d 



T. 831 . 7%nt Shep £Hd Deathy &c] It is the norton of Ettfta- 
thinsi that by thi« interment J of Sarpedorti where Sleep and Death 
tre concern'diflbwrrfiems to intimate, that there was nothing cUe 
baran empty monument of that hero in LycU j for he deliverr 
him not to any real or (olid perfons, but to certain unfiibftantial 
phantoms to conduft his body thither. He was forced (continues 
my author) Po make ufe of thefe machioesj fince thefe v/ere no 
other deities he could with any likelihood employ about this work ; 
for the ancients (as appears from EmipJes, Wpfofyte) had a fupcr- 
ftition that all dead bodies were offenfive to the Gods, they being 
©f a nature ccleflial and uncorruptible. But this laft remark is 
impertinent, fince we fee in this very place jipoUo \s cmploy'd in 
adorning and embalming the body of J^arfedm. 

Whajt 
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Receiv'd SarftJmt at the God's command, 

And in a moment reach'd the Lydtm laod{ 
Sjf The corfe amidft his weepii^^firieods they hid^ 

Where endlefs honours wait the iacred (hade- 
Meanwhile Tatrodas pours along the plains 

With foaming ciMiriers, and with looftn'd reins. 

Fierce on the Trojm and the LjcuiH crew, 
S40 Ah blind to fate ! thy headlong fiiry flew : 

Againft what fate and pow'rfiil Jm ordain. 

Vain was thy &iend*s command, thy courage vain#. 

For he, the God, whofe couniels uncontrolled 

Difmay the mighty, and oonfbond the bold : 
845* The God who gives, refumesi and orders s^,:. 

He urg'd thee 00, and urged thee on to faU, 



MThat I thiak better accounts for the paflage^ is 'TrhaxThibfir^ 
tm in. Heroids affirins> that this alludes to a piece of a&tiqaity* 
<• The Lydans 0iew'd the body of Sarfedmy fbew'd over widi 
** aromatical fpices> in fuch a gracefol compofure* that he ieem*d 
<< to be only aQeep : And it was this that gave rife to the fidioa 
« of HomtTi that his rites were perform'd by Sleep and Death, 

fiut after all thefe rehn'd obfenradons* it is probable the Poet 
intended only to reprefent the death of this favourite fan of 7»- 
pter, and one of his moil amiable chara&ers^ in a gentle and a* 
greeable view> without any circumfbnces of dread or horror > in- 
timating by this fi£bioni that he was delivered out of all the tu- 
mults and miferies of life by two imaginary Deities> Sleep and 
Deathi who alone can give mankiad eafe and exemption £rom 
their misfortunes. 

Who 
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Who firft, brave Bero ! bj that arm was Haiii, 

Who laft, beneadi thy yeogeance, pivfi'd the pkdn > 

When heav'n itfHf thy £ital fury led, 
'O And caU'd to fill the number of the dead ? 

Adrtfim firft j jfytttit^Hs then fiicceeds. 

EchtcUis follows; next young Megas bleeds; 

Efj/htf Menalipfus, bite the ground r 

The (laughter, £lsfm and iMms crown'd ; 
fS Then funk tylartes to eterml nighty 

The reft diiperfing tnift their fates to flight. 
Now 2hy had iloop'd beneath his matchlefs pow'n 

But flaming Fbceim kept the ficred tow'r.. 

Thrice at the battkments Fsm^im flrook. 
So His blazing JE^is thrice AfM ihook: 

Hetr/d the fburthj wfiefi> burfting from the doud, 

A more than mortal voice was heard aloud. 



V. 847. Who firfii hravt ben! &c] The Poec in a very moving 
and ibleinn way turns his difbourie to Fatrocha, He does not ac- 
coft his mufe»*as it is uiual with him to do> but enquires of the 
hero himielf who was the firfb and who the lafb who fell by his 
hand ? This addrefs difiinguillies and fignaliies Pstrfcfmy (co 
whom Homer vSta it more freqnently> than I remember on any 
other occafion) as if he was fbme genius or divine Beings and at. 
the lame rime it is very pacbetical* and apt to move our compaf^ 
fion. The fame kind of apoftrophe is uied by Virgil to Camilla, 

§tjum tela frtmwn, quern fqfiremtim, off era vir^ol 
Dejicis f jlnt fmot hmd nmimtta corfwafm^s ? 

tatrocitai 
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Tfitrocbis'! ccafc; 'This heav'ii-defended wall 

Defies thy lanoe : not fated yet to fall) 
86 J* Thy friend, thy greater far, it fli^wiAftand, .. 

triy (hall not ftoop ev'n to AehUUs* hittid»» . 
So ipoke the God, who darts celeftial fires: •:* 

The Greek obeytf him, and with awe retires. . 

While He^or checking at ^Scdm gater . 
870 His panting conrfers, in his breaft debates, -. 

Or in the field his forces to ^employi '. 

Or draw the troops within the wafls of Thf. 

Thus whil^ he thought, befide him Pkeekts flood, . 

In ui/ifts* (hape, who reign'd by Saogar^s flood i . 
87y(Thy brother, Hecuba! from D^fmas f^vungr •- 

A valiant warrior, rhaughty, bol4'-and yotm'g.) . / 

Thus he accofls him. What a Ihameful iight! 

Gods! is it Be^or that forbears the fight"? .- 

Were thine my vigour, this fuccefsful fpcar 
880 Should fbon convince thee of fb falfe a fear. 

Turn th^, ah turn thee to the field of fcmt, • 

And in Fatroclus* Wood efface thy fhame. : . 

Perhaps Afollo fliall thy arms^ fucceed, , 

And heav'n ordains him by thy lance to bleed. - 
oSf So ipoke th* infpiring God j then took his^ flight, • 
And plung'd amidil the tumult of the figfet. - 

Uc 
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He bids Ceirlcn drive the rapid car j 

The lafli rcfbunds^- the courfcrs nrih to war. 

The God the Grecians finking fouls deprefl> 

And pour'd fwift fpirits thro' each'TJ-^^ brca(h - 

* PatracUis lights, impatient for the fight i 

. A ipear his left, a £tont employs his right: 

. With all his nerves he drives it at the foe; 

' Pointed above, and rough and grofs below : 

f>The falling ruin crufh'd CeSrian's head, 

(The lawlcfs oflfspring of King rriam*s bed,) 

His front, brows, eyes, one undifHnguifh'd wound. 

The burfling balls drop fightlefs to the ground* 

The charioteer, while yet he held the rein, 

) Struck from the car, falls headlong on the plain. 

To the dark fhades the foul unwilling glides. 

While the proud vi^or thus his fall derides. 

Good heav'ns !. what aftivc feats yon* artifl /hows. 

What skilful divers are our Phrygian foes ! 

Mark 



V. 904. What sliilfnl diversy &c.] The original is literally thus : 
*Tts pity he is not nearer the fea, U woufd fnrnijh good qtiantities of 
excellent oifierst and the fterms wmld not frighten him i fee hox» he 
exmifis and fltrngci- from the top of his 'chariot into the pliin! Who 
tconld think that there were fnch good divers at Troy ? Thi's-feems 
to be a litde too long j and if this pafiage be really Homer's, I could 
almoft fwear that he intended t© let us know, that a good foldier 
may be an indifferent jeiler. But I very much doubt ^vhetber this 

tjafla^e 
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*90f Mark with what cafe they fink into the -i&iid -! 
Pity! that all their prance is b/ bnd. 

^(Hige be his : It is very likely thefe five laft veries were addfeS 
'|>y ibme of the a&cient eriticks> virhofe caprices Hmttwr hu fre- 
quently undergone s or perhaps ibme of the rfaapibdifls* who in 
'reciting his verfes* made additions of their own to pleaie thdr ao^ 
•ditors. And what perfuades me of its hting to* is» that 'tis by no 
means probable that Patroclus who had -lately blamed Merimesixx 
his little raillery againft cj^east and told 'him> <*tfaac 'twas not 
«< by raillery or inve&ve that they weie to repel the Tnjaus, but 
•« by dint of Wows j that Council required words» but "War deeds:" 
It is by no means probable, I fiy> that the fame Taindm ihould ' 
ibrget that excellent precept, aikl amufe him£blf with raillery, 
efpecially in the fight of HeQor. I am therefore of opinion thtt 
'Tatrodm (kid no more than this verfe^ A ^hm, &c. Gtad Gtiil, ^\ 
what an oGhe Trojan it ist and how cUaverly he Mvess and that the | 
Hve foUowing are ftrangers, tho' very ancientt^ Dtmer. '. 

I mud jufi take notice* that however mean or ill placed tfae'fe 
railleries may appear, there have not been wanting fuch fond 
lovers of Hmur as have admired and imitated 'em. Miltm hiia^ 
felf is of this number, as may be feen from thole very low jefb, 
which he has put into the mouth of Satan tod bis ^Bf/^ in die 
iixch book. What e/^uas fays to Merioues upon his dandng> is ' 
nothing fo trivial as thofe lines j where aftor the difplofion of tbdr 
diabolical enginry, angel rolling on archaQgeU they are thus de- 
rided. 



When we propounded terms 



Of compojitionyjirait th^ changed their minds» 
Flew offt and into Jirange vagaries fell^ 
As they would dance i yet for a dance they feem^d 
Somewhat extravagant and wild^ perhaps 

For joy of i^er^ d peace &c. 

Terms that amus*d *em ally 

And fiumhled many ; who receives them right 
Had need from head to foot well nnderfiand: 
Not underfiood this gift they have befides* 
Theyjhm ms wbm our fies walkmt t^tght, 

Thtt 
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Then nlfhing iudden on his proftrate fsvLtt 
To fyxi the carcaie fierce Patrodm flies : 
Swift as a lion> terrible and bold, 

[Q That iweeps the fields, dqK^lates the Mi s 
Plerc'd thro' the dauntlefs heart, then tumbles ilainj 
And from his fatal courage finds his bane. 
' At once bold Hi^ leaping from his car. 
Defends the body, and provokes the war. 

t^ Thus for ibme flaughter'd hind, with equal Age, 
Two lordly rulers of the wood engage i 
Stung with fierce hunger, each the prey invadea^ 
And echoing roars rebellow thro' the fhades. 
^tem He^hr h£tens on the warrior's head, 

^0 And by the foot Tatroekis drags the dead* 
While all around, confu£k>n, rage, and fright 
Mix the contending hofts in mortal fight. 
So .pent by hills, the wild winds roar aloud 
In the deep bolbm of fome gloomy wood ^ 

^j* Leaves, arms, and trees aloft in air are bk>wn» 
The broad oaks crackle^ and the ^hms groan i 
This way and tl^t, the ratfHng thicket bends. 
And the whole forefl in one crafh defcends. 
Not with lefs noife, with lefs tumultuous rage, 

3a In dreadful fhock the mingled faofts engage. 
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Darts fhow'r'd on darts, now round thp carcafc ring \ 
Now flights oF arrows bounding from the fbing: 
Stones follow flones j ibme clatter on the fields* 
Some, hard and lieavj, (hake theibunding ihields. 

93f But where the rifing whirlwind clouds. the plains^ 
Sunk in (oft dufl the mighty chief remains. 
And flrctch*d in death, forgets the guiding reins! 

Now flaming from the Zaiith, Sol had driv'n 
His fervid orb thro' half the vault of heav'n; 

940 While on each hoft with equal tempeft fidl 
The fhow'ring darts, and numbers funk Jto hrIL 
But when his ev'ning wheels o'erhung the main* 
Glad conqueft refted on the Grecian train. 
Then from amidft the tumult and alarms, 

04^ They draw the conquered corfc, and radiant arms. 
Then rafh Patroclui with ^ew fury gbws» 
And breathing (laughter, pours amid the foes. 
Thrice on the prcfs like Af^r/ himfclf he flew. 
And thrice three heroes at each onfet flew. 

jyo There ends thy glory ! there the fates untwine 

The hd, black remnant of £0 bright a lines 

jipolh, drcadfiil, ftpps thy middle way.,- 

Death calls, ^nd hcay'ii allows no longer day! 

For 

r 

f. ^ya. Apollo, irtadfnU &c,1 If Homer U relblv'd to do any 

A^ tJung 
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Tot lo ! the God, in dusky clouds ^nlhrin'd, 

* Approaching dealt a ftagg'ring blow behind. 
The weighty (hock his neck and iboulders feel 3 
His eyes flafh iparkles, his fhmn*d ienies reel 
In giddy darknefs : Far to diflance flung. 
His bounding helmet on the champaign rung. 

) Achilles' plume is flain'd with duft and gorej 
That plume, which never floop'd to earth before. 
Long us'd, untouched, in fighting fields to ihinc. 
And (hade the temples of the man divine. 
y<nje dooms it now on HeScr*s helm to nod j 

f Not long for fate purfiies him, and the God. 
His fpear in ihivers falls : His ample fhield 
Drops from his arm : His baldrick flrows the field $ 
The corlelet bis aftonilh'd breafl forfakes: 
Loofe is each joint j each nerve with horror ihakes. 

D Stupid he ^ares, and all aflifllefs flands : 
Such is the force of more than mortal hands ! 



any thing cxtraordinaryj or arbitrary, which his readers may not 
very well relifli, he takes care however to prepare them by de- 
grees for receiving fuch innovations. He had before given us a 
sketch of this trick of the Gods in the thirteenth book, where 
Nepttme ferves Akatkans much in the fame manner. Apollo here 
carries it a little farther i and both thefe are fpecimens of what 
we are to expea from Minerva at the death of Heaor in //. 22. 

Vol. IV. M t^^cwa^Kiv 
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A DarJ0n youth Acre was, well-known to hasBt 
Trom Tmahtu inning, Imfharkm was his namci 
Fam'd 6x the manage of the foaming horie, 

97f Skilled in die dart, and matchlefi in the courft^ 
Full twenty Knights he tumbled from the car, 
'While yet he leam'd the rudiments of war. 
His vent'rous fpcar firft drew the hero's gorei 
He fbxwk, he wounded, hut he durft no more; 

xgQ Nor tho' difarm'd, Viimdus^ fixry flood : 

But fwift withdrew the long-portended wood. 
And tum'd him (hort, and hotled in the croud. 
Thus, by an arm divine, and mortal Q)ear, 
Wounded at once, Tatroclus yields to fear, 

gg^ Retires for fuccour to his fbcial train. 

And flics the fate, which heav'n decreed, in vain. 
Stern HeBoTy as the bleeding chief he views. 
Breaks thro* the ranks, and his retreat purfiies : 
The lance arrefls him with a mortal wound i 

^^He falls, earth thunders, and his arms refbund. 
With him all Greece was funk ^ tliat moment all 
Her yet-fiirviving heroes feem'd to fall. 
So fcorch'd with heat, along the defart fhore. 
The roaming lyon meets a brifUy boar. 



Faft 
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9S F^ t>7 the fpriogi tbcry both dUpme the flood. 
With flaming eyes, and jojs befhiearM with blood* 
At length the fxjfv'xGffk iksngi wms the ^i&. 
And the torn boaar refigns his thiiA and life^ 
Patroclus thus, £> many chiefs o'erthrowzw 

od^SS many lives e£Fus'd, expires his own* 
As dying now at BeHir's kct he lies. 
He flernly views him« and tuumphing cries* 

Lie there* htfmlm I and with tfaee> the jo;- 
Thy pride once proniis'd, of fiibvertmg J^rcyi. 

Of The fancy'd femes of Him wrapt in flames* 
And thy fbft pkafires (erv'd with captive damesf* 
Unthinkii^ man ! I fought, thofe towers to btt» 
And guard that beaifteoos race from Lords like thee:: 
But thou a prey to vulture ftak be madei 

iXoThy ovm AchHUs cannot lend thee aidj 

Tho* nmdb nt partipg that great chief might fiyv' 
Axid much enjoin thee, this important day. 



V. 1003. Ut therti Patroclui! <^a} These if much ipUit ha 
this farcaTm of HiQw upon PatrocUu : Kor is Achilles exempt 
from the fevericy of <fae refle£^ioii» wbo (as he Imagines) had per- 
fuaded his deareft friend to attempt exploiu that were impra£tica- 
ble. He touches him alfb> for fiaying at home in lecurity himfelf^ 
and encouraging Patrodms to imdertake this perilous adventure^ and 
to leek after I^kmJs which he was never like to enjoy. Emr 
fiafhmu 

Ma V Return 
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«* Return not, my brave friend (jpcthaps he fiid) 
" Without the bloody arms of fhBor dead* 

roif He fpoke, Tatroclus march'd, and thns he fped. 
Supine, and wildly gazing on the skies. 
With feint, expiring breath, the diief replies. 

Vain boaftcr ! ceafe, and know the pow'rs divihfe^i 
foveas and AfoUo^s is this deed, not thine j 

IO2O.T0 heav'n is ow*d whate'cr your own you call. 
And heav'n itfelf difirm'd me e'er my fall; 
Had twenty mortals, each thy match in might, 
Oppos'd me fairly, they had funk in fight: 
By fate and Fhtxbus was I firft o'erthrown 

lOlf Euphor6tts next 5 the third mean part thy own^ 
But thou, imperious \ hear my latefl breath j 
The Gods infpire it, and it founds thy death; 
Infulting man! thou fhalt be fbon, as U 
Black fate hangs o'er thee, and thy hour draws nigh; 

Ev'n 



V. 1026, Hear my Utefi hreatht 

The Qods hfpire ;>.-—] 
It is an opinion of great anciquiry» that when the foul ii on the 
point of being delivered from the body, and makei a nearer ap* 
proach to the divine nature, at fuch a time its viewj are ftrongcr 
and clearer, and the mind endow'd with a fpiritof true prediftion. 
So ufrtemon of Myletwn fays in his book of dreams, that when 
the foul hath collected all its powers from every limb and part of 
th^ tody, and is jnil ready t© be fevered from ic» at chat time ic 

r becomes 
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30 Ev'n now on life's lafl: verge I fee tbcc fiand, 
I fee thee fall> and by AdoHUs liaad. 

He faints 5 the {bul unwiUing wings her wa^r, 
(The beauteous body left a load of day; ^ 

Flits 



becomes prophetical. Socraiti aKb in hi< defence to xiaa Athtman$% 
•• I am now arrived at the verge of life, wherein it is fiuniliar 
«< with people to foretel what will come to pafs. " Enfiathins. 
This opinion feems alluded to in thoie admirable lixies of Waller* 

Leaving the old, both tomrlds at wee they view» 
Who fiand mpon the threflxtid of the new, 

V. 1032. The death of Patrodqs.] I fomecimei diink I, am in 
refpe^ to Homer much like Sancho Tanca with regard to Den 
^^xote, I believe upon tke whole that no mortal ever came near 
him for wiiHomi learning) and all good qualities. But (bmetimes 
there are certain Aarts whkh I cannot tell what to make of> and 
am forced to own that my mafter is a litrie out of the way, if no t 
quite befides himfelf.The prefent paflage of the death of Patroclnf, 
attended with fo many odd dxcumihnces to overthrow this hero* 
(who might, for all I can fee, as decently have fallen by the force 
of Heffor) are what I am at a lo^ to excufe, and muft indeed (in 
my own opinion) give them up to the cridcks. I really think al- 
mo& all thoie parts in Homer which have been obje^ed againfl 
with moil clamour and fury, are honefily defenfible, and- none of 
'em (to confefs my private fentiment) feem to me to be faults of 
any confideration, except this condu£l in the death of Patroduss the 
length of Nefior*s Difcourle in Z.;*. 11. the fpeech of jichilUf'g. 
horfe in the i^> the oonverfatioQ of that hero with cy£neas in 
Lib, 20. and the manner of Heikr's flight round the walls of Iroji, 
in Uh, Z2. 1 hope, afcer Sy free a confeflkm, no realbnable modern 
will think me eouch'd with the 'QfmfofMtU of Madam Dacier and 
others. I am feniible of the extremes which mankind run ititch 
lA ex(ollif]g asud depreoaciog authors : We are soi most violenc 

* M 3 andt 
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Flits to the lone, uncomfortable coaft ; 
035' A naked, wandering, melancholl7 ghofl! 
Then HeSlar paofing, as his eyes he fed 
On the fale carcaie, thus addrefsM the dead. 

From 



and unrcafonable in attacking thote who arc not yet eftablifli'i 
into fame) than in defending thofe whotare* even in every minute 
trifle. Fame is a debt, which when we have kept from people as 
long as we can, we pay with a prodigious rntereft> which amounts 
to twice the value of the princijKiL Thus 'tis with ancient works 
as with ancient coins, they psifs for a vaft deal more than .they 
were worth at firfti and the very oblcurities and deformi lies which 
time has thrown upon them, are the facred ru&j whidi enhances 
their value with all true lovers of antiquity. 

But as I have own'd what feem my author's &ults, and fublcrib'd 
to the opinion of Horace^ that Homer ibroetimes nods ; I think I 
ought to add that of Lon^imts as to fuch negligences. I can no 
way fo well conclude the notes to this book as with the trani- 
lation of ir. 

« It may not be improper to diicufs the queftion in general, 
« which of the two is die more eflimable, a faulty iiibUme, or a 
« faultlefs mediocrity ? And conlequently, if of two works, one 
»« has the greater number of beauties, and the other attains direft- 
<* ly to the fublime, -which of thefe (hall in tquity carry the prixe ? 
<^ I am really perfuaded that the true iliblime is incapable of that 
i« purity which we find in compofitions of a lower ftraini and in 
** ffFe£t that too much accuracy finks the fpirit of an author; 
** whereas the cafe is generally the fame with the favourites of 
" nature, and thofe of fortune, who with the beft oeconomy can- 
« nor, in the great abundance they are Weft with, attend to the 
»* minuter articles of their expence. Writws of a cool imagina- 
** tion are cautious in their management, and venture nothing 
•« merely to gain the chara£fcer of being correct > but the (ubiime 
^ is boU and enterprizing, notwithflanding that on every advance 
** the daiger encreaiech. Here probably ibme will £iy tbat men 
J f« «ke 
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* 

From whence this boding ij>eecK, the ftcrn decree 
Of death dcnounc'd, or why denounced to me ? 
O Why not as well AchiUes* fete be giv*n 
To HeBor's lance l Who knows the will of heav'n ? 

Pcniive 



•* take a malicious fatlsfa£lion In expofing the blemifhes of an 
" author ; that his errors are never forgot> while the moft exqui. 
** fite beauties leave but very rmperfeft traces on the memory. To 
" obviate this obje£lion I will folemnly declare, that ih . my criti- 
•* cifins on Homer and othef authors^ who- are univerlally allow'd 
** to be authentick ibndards of the fublime, tho* I have cenfur'd 
** their failings with as much freedom as any one* yet I have not 
** prefum'd t» accufe them of voluntary faults, bat have gently re- 
« mark'd fome little defefiks and negligences, which the mind be- 
« ing intent on nobler ideas did not condefcend to regard. And 
" on thefe principles I will venture to lay it down for a maxim, 
*< that the Sublime (purely on account of its grandeur) is preferable 
<( to all other kinds of %le, however it may fall into fome ine- 
** qualities. The Argonauticks of jfpoUemns are faultlefs in their 
*< kinds and Theocrhns hath (hewn the happiefl vein imaginable 
** for pafforals, excepting thofo in which he has deviated from the 
" country : And yet if it were put ta your choice, would you have 
*' your name defcend to pofterity wkh the reputation of either of 
«« thofe poets, rather than with that of Homer ? Nothing can be 
** more correft than the Erigone of Eratofihenes : but is he there- 
** fore a greater poet than jirchilochttsyin whofe compofores perfpi- 
" cuity and order are often wanting j the divine fury of his genius 
»* being too impatient for reftraint, and fuperior to law ? Again, 
" do you prefer the odes of 'Bacchilides to Pindar*s, or the fcenes 
" of Ion of Chios to thofe of Sophocles f Their writings are allow'd 
«< tobe correft, polite, and delicate s whereas on the other hand 
« Pindar and Sophocles fometimes hurry on with the greateft im* 
« petuofity, and like a devouring flame fetze and fet on fire whae- 
^ ever «ome$ in their way » but on a foddeo the conflagration if 

•* extinr 
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PcnAve he £iid> tlien preffing as he lay 
His breathlefs bofbm, tore the lance away; 
And upwards caft the corps : The reeking ^pear 
1045*116 fliakes« and charges the bold charioteer. 



« fxtihguUh'di and they miferably flag when no hody expels xii- 
<< Yec none have -To little dilcemment as not to prefer the finglt 
*< Oe^fm of SophtcUs to all the Tragedies that Im ever brought 
« 00 the fiage. 

« In our dedOoDB therefore on the dunAert o£ thele great 

** men. who have Uluiira&ed what U uie£ul and neccffio7 with all 

^ the graces and elevation of &ylt -, we muft imparcitlly CDofefs^ 

«< thati with all their errors* they have more pcr£efiUonf than the 

« nature of man can ahaaofi be cosceiv'd dfible of toaiiiing : 

** For 'tis merely human to excel in other luads of Wrii»ng> hoc 

<* the fubljme enoobleth our nature, and makes near approaches 

« to divinity : He who commits no £ivlts, is baiely read without 

^ cenfure; but .a genius truly great excites admiration* In ihorti». 

** the magnificence of a fingle period in one of thefe admirable 

'* authors, is fuflicient to atone for all their defied : Nay £urcherr 

** if any one fliould colle£i from Hmur, Dtmifihemesp PLtto, and 

** other celebrated heroes of antiquity, the little errors that have 

*' efcap'd themi they would not bear the leaft proportion to the 

'* infinite beauties to be met with in every page of their writings. 

** 'Tis on this account chat envy, thro' h many- ages, hath never 

*' been able to wredfrom them the prize of eloquence which their 

«* merits have fo jufily acquir'd : An a<:quifition which they ftill 

^ are, and will in all probability continue pofleis'd o^. 



« jis long as fireams in Jiher maxfs r«ve> 
« O/^r'mg with ammalirem retuvps thtime* 



•A/r. Fenoon* 



But 
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But fwift jOatmtJmi with loofbol reins 
Rapt in tbe chariot o'er the dilfamt plains. 
Far from .his i?ge th' iQiina^ courl^c ^y^j 
Th' immortal courrers were the ffii of j^« 



^amns,^. 
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